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Jeremy Rham, area manager for Otter Tail Power Co., talks about the need for reliable electricity during a public
hearing on Tuesday at a Stutsman County Commission meeting in Jamestown.

Proposed zoning ordinance
for gas, liquid transmission
lines rejected

BY MASAKI OVA
The Jamestown Sun

JAMESTOWN

he Stutsman
County
Commission

unanimously rejected on
Tuesday, Feb. 18, a
proposed zoning
ordinance for gas and
liquid transmission lines.

The county commission
referred the issue back to
the Stutsman County
Planning and Zoning
Commission.

The county commission
rejected the proposed zon-
ing ordinance due to lan-
guage in the North

Dakota Century Code that
supersedes local
ordinances.

The proposed zoning
ordinance would have
required a setback dis-
tance of 2,600 feet
between any occupied
dwelling and a new high
voltage power line or
large pipeline.

The current standard is
set at 500 feet by the
North Dakota Public Ser-
vice Commission.

The proposed zoning
ordinance change origi-
nated at the Stutsman
County Planning and
Zoning Commission,
which unanimously
approved in July

changing the setback dis-
tance to 2,600 feet.

The current Stutsman
County zoning ordinance
does not address setbacks
for electrical transmis-
sion lines or pipelines.

A proposed Jamestown
to Ellendale transmission
line project covers 95
miles and has a cost esti-
mate of $440 million. The
project connects the Otter
Tail Power Co. substation
north of Jamestown
along North Dakota High-
way 20 to the Montana-
Dakota Utilities Co. sub-
station near Ellendale.
The line will have a
345-kilovolt capacity and
will be capable of moving

electricity in either direc-
tion as needed.

The project was
requested by the regional
power grid operator Mid-
continent Independent
System Operators (MISO)
and is promoted as a way
to improve regional
power grid reliability.
MISO manages the power
grid for a 15-state area
and parts of the province
of Manitoba.

The developers refer to
the project as JETX.

Jerry Bergquist, com-
mission chairman, said
the commission had four
solutions for the proposed
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Contributed / North Dakota Tourism
North Dakota is voting on two potential options for its
state icon. The two proposals are shown here at the
center, surrounded by other state icons.

State icon could
help promote
ND, tourism
leader says

BY APRIL BAUMGARTEN
The Forum

BISMARCK — A state
icon could help North
Dakota promote itself to
the rest of the country
and possibly bring in
more visitors, a tourism
leader says.

More than 5,200 people
have voted for one of two

state icons that could rep-

resent the Peace Garden
State. Voting began last
week and runs through
the end of the month.

Voters who go to sur-
veymonkey.com/r/Statel-
conPress can choose
between two options: a
circular icon that fea-
tures an American bison
in the Badlands or a sun-
set icon inside the letters
ND.

The results could be
revealed as early as mid-
March, North Dakota
Tourism and Marketing
Director Sara Otte Cole-
man told The Forum on
Tuesday, Feb. 18. The
state icon will help North
Dakota promote itself to
potential visitors, she
said.

“We not only wanted to
help educate and raise
awareness for the state,
but we also really wanted

to create some in-state
pride and have it be some-
thing that people would
want to buy and wear and
tout,” she said.

The state icon will com-
plement the state’s “Be
Legendary” brand, Cole-
man said. North Dakota
changed its logo in 2018
as a way to bring its 57
brands under one unify-
ing logo.

The rebrand attracted
criticism and controversy.
The state changed its
longtime black-and-white
logo and “Legendary” slo-
gan, opting for a simpler
font with color.

Lawmakers and others
questioned why North
Dakota didn’t bid out the
logo project. Instead, the
state hired Kara Ellefson,
a longtime marketing
executive at Great Plains
Software from Hawley,
Minnesota, for $9,500 to
create the logo. Then-
North Dakota Gov. Doug
Burgum knew Ellefson —
he was the CEO of Great
Plains before he sold it to
Microsoft in 2001.

The threshold for bid-
ding a North Dakota proj-
ect is $10,000, meaning
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American Indian activist Leonard Peltier gets
a hero’s homecoming after 50 years in prison

BY MELISSA
VAN DER STAD
The Forum

BELCOURT, N.D. —
The singers were drum-
ming so hard that they
broke the drum at the
welcome home celebra-
tion for Indigenous activ-
ist Leonard Peltier.

The 80-year-old member
of the Turtle Mountain
Band of Chippewa
returned to his communi-
ty on Tuesday, Feb. 18, the
same day he was released
after nearly 50 years in
prison.

“’Bout time, huh?”
Thomas Davis told the
hundreds assembled at
the Sky Dancer Casino &
Resort in Belcourt.
“We’ve been praying for
Leonard since the ’80s
with sundances (and) in
our ceremonies.”

Peltier’s homecoming
was heralded by a mas-
sive crowd who cheered
him on as the vehicle car-
rying him passed over the
reservation line. Young
babies and elders alike
braved bitter cold to catch
a glimpse of him as he
passed.

“I was really proud of
my people today,” Davis
said. “He is one of us. He
belongs here. He is a son
of ours. It’s been a long,

hard way for him; he gave
up a lot.”

Over all those five
decades, Peltier’s family
has felt the separation
from their brother, father,
uncle and grandfather. He
spent years incarcerated
in a federal prison in
Florida and, as a result,
many have not seen him
in decades. Some of the
young adults and chil-
dren in his family have
never met him.

On Tuesday night, Pel-
tier welcomed them all
into the house he had
waiting for him on the
Turtle Mountain Reserva-
tion after a long journey
home.

‘A prisoner of war’
Sheila Peltier, Leon-
ard’s sister, drove up from

Fargo to help organize
the homecoming for him
in northern North
Dakota.

While Leonard Peltier
was too tired to attend on
Tuesday, he will attend a
community gathering at
noon on Wednesday, Feb.
19, also at the Sky Dancer
Casino & Resort.

Nevertheless, on Tues-
day his family laid out a
plate for him and those
who flocked from around
the country left written
messages for him in a
book.

For many in atten-
dance, they’ve grown up
hearing about Peltier and
his activism through the
American Indian Move-
ment (AIM), a civil rights
group founded in

Minneapolis to fight
against police brutality
and for Indigenous
sovereignty.

“For me, this is a very
historical event for our
community,” said Turtle
Mountain resident Angie
Decoteau. “It’s one of our
relatives being able to
come home after being
wrongly accused of what
he did.”

Peltier was convicted
of Kkilling two FBI agents
in 1975 during a shootout
on the Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation in southwest
South Dakota.

Over the decades, Pelti-
er has maintained his
innocence. His sentence
was commuted by depart-
ing President Joe Biden
on the last day of his

Contributed / Angel White Eyes / NDN Collective
Leonard Peltier, 80, celebrates his release from prison
Tuesday in Florida.

term, meaning Peltier
will serve out the rest of
his life sentence under
home confinement.

Figures like Pope Fran-
cis and the Dalai Lama
have called for Peltier’s
freedom, pointing out
concerns about the fair-
ness of the trial

compounded by racial
tensions at the time
between the federal gov-
ernment and Indigenous
Nations.

After all this time,
Decoteau never thought
she’d see Peltier released
from prison.

PELTIER on A3

OLD MAN WINTER IS GRUMPY!

ALL COLUMBIA WINTER WEAR 60% OFF
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Sunny and still cold with highs in
the upper single digits. Warmer
weather heading into the
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zoning ordinance. He said
the commission could
either accept, table, reject
or further amend the pro-
posed amendments.

He said North Dakota
Century Code 49-22.1-13
deals with gas and liquid
transmission facilities
and 49-22-05.1 deals with
electric transmission
lines.

North Dakota Century
Code 49-22.1-1-13 says a
permit for the construc-
tion of a gas or liquid
transmission facility
within a designated corri-
dor supersedes and pre-
empts any local land use
or zoning regulations.

North Dakota Century
Code 49-22-05.1 says areas
within 500 feet of an
inhabited rural residence
must be designated as
avoidance areas except
for transmission lines in
existence before July 1,
1983.

The commission’s
action came after a public
hearing was held on the
proposed zoning
amendment.

The frigid February
temperatures should
serve as a reminder that
having reliable electricity
is a “nonnegotiable, life-
sustaining necessity,”
said Claire Vigesaa,

executive director of the
North Dakota Transmis-
sion Authority.
“Interruption in the
flow of the electricity
impacts human life,
human safety, business
viability, food production,
process and preserva-
tion,” he said. “Health
care, commerce, manu-
facturing, energy produc-
tion and national securi-
ty all require a reliable
and uninterrupted elec-
tric power supply.”
Duane Anderson, a
member of the Stutsman
County Planning and
Zoning Commission, said
he made the motion for
the 2,600-foot setback that
was approved by the
Planning and Zoning
Commission at a meeting
in July. He said he did
that because of the rural
residents who will be
impacted by the project
even if they won’t have
power poles on their land.
He said those rural resi-
dents won’t receive any
compensation for the
transmission line being
near their property as
long as it is 501 feet or
more away but a land-
owner who owns land
adjacent to the rural resi-
dents would be compen-
sated for an easement.
Stephanie Hoff, direc-
tor of communications
for Otter Tail Power Co.,
said in a voicemail to The

Jamestown Sun that
more than 45 route
changes have been
evaluated.

“As we continue projec
development, we want to
continue to encourage
landowners and others
for that matter to keep
reaching out to us with
feedback and questions,
she said.

Hoff said a route per-
mit application is being
prepared in the
meantime.

Commissioner Levi
Taylor said the commis-
sion could look at a tem-
porary moratorium on
transmission line proj-
ects to buy more time to
research the JETx project
and its impact on land-
owners. He said there are
two bills in the Legisla-
ture that will impact the
county commission’s
decision.

The passage of House
Bill 1258 would mean a
permit for construction
of an electric transmis-
sion facility within a des-
ignated corridor would
supersede and preempt
any local land use or zon-
ing regulations.

Senate Bill 2208 would
hold infrastructure fund-
ing from local govern-
ments that pass local
ordinances that conflict
with approved projects by
the state government.

After a route permit for
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John M. Steiner/ The Jamestown Sun

Stutsman County Commissioner Jerry Bergquist, left, talks about the proposed
zoning ordinance on Tuesday. Also pictured are Commissioners Levi Taylor, center,

and Chad Wolsky.

the JETX project is sub-
mitted to the North Dako-
ta Public Service Com-
mission, the county com-
mission can adopt an
ordinance pertaining to
the project 10 days before
the hearing on the route
permit, Taylor said.
“When you look at
these two bills that are on
the table, the time it’s
going to take to be dis-
cussed, voted on, and the
time it’s going to take to
ultimately turn into a law
or not, I feel is going to
coincide in a very tight
window when that PSC
hearing is going to take
place,” he said. “By look-
ing at a moratorium, we
give ourselves some pro-
tection to research this.”
He said the moratori-
um offers the commission

some time to make a deci-
sion on a local ordinance.

“We could sit and do
nothing which is basical-
ly the same as a morato-
rium but the protection
component in terms of
that PSC hearing, if we
don’t have a decision
made or an ordinance
adopted by then ... from
what I understand, if the
moratorium is enacted,
that would give us an
opportunity to enact
something after that PSC
hearing takes place once
our decision is made,” he
said.

Taylor also said the
Stutsman County Plan-
ning and Zoning Commis-
sion needs to develop
ordinances pertaining to
other projects.

“We have a proposed

amendment change but
we do not currently have
a zoning ordinance,” he
said.

“Furthermore, looking
through all the ordinanc-
es, we have a stand-alone
ordinance for like wind
turbines but there’s noth-
ing in there regarding
reclamations,” he said.
“There’s no ordinance
anywhere that says any-
thing on solar or data
centers or things like
that. Although we are not
talking about those proj-
ects right now, I personal-
ly feel we would be fool-
ish not to consider those
things as a possible
option down the road
with this project going
in.”
mova@jamestownsun.com
| (701) 952-8454

The Community Calendar
publishes events, meetings
and fundraisers in The
Jamestown Sun at no
charge. To submit an
activity, email it to news@
jamestownsun.

Thursday, Feb. 20

TOPS ND 312, St. Paul’s
United Methodist Church,
1000 5th Ave. NE (east
door); weigh-in, 8a.m.;
meeting, 9 a.m.

James River Alcoholics

Anonymous, noon (open,
topic) and 8 p.m. (closed,
Big Book), AA Clubhouse,
518 10th Ave. SE.

Buffalo City Memory Cafe,
1-2:30 p.m., James River
Senior Center, 419 5th St
NE. For anyone living with
memory loss and their
caregivers, family and
friends.

Jamestown Finance and
Legal, Building, Planning
and Zoning, Civic Center

CALENDAR

and Promotion, Public
Works, Police and Fire
committees, 3 p.m., City
Hall, 102 3rd Ave. SE, or
access by phone at 1-701-
566-9575, conference

ID 309 820 829#

Jamestown Public
School District school
improvement meeting,
3:30 p.m., Jamestown High
School library, 1509 10th St.
NE.

Tiny Art Show Celebration

and Award Reception, 4-6
p.m., Alfred Dickey Public
Library, 105 3rd St. SE.

Woodchippers
Woodcarving Club, 6-8
p.m., Hansen Arts Studio.

Steven King speaks

on “Valley City: A WWII
Heritage City,” 7 p.m.,
Barnes County Museum,
315 Central Ave. N, Valley
City. Free admission.

“Human Rights: Do You
Know Yours?” 7 p.m., The

Arts Center, 115 2nd St.
SW. Speaker: “P Doc.” Free
admission. Host: Stutsman
County Human Rights
Coalition.

Buffalo City Group

AA, 7:30 p.m. (open,
speaker meeting), United
Presbyterian Church, 302
2nd Ave. SE (alley door).

Friday, Feb. 21
Jamestown Overcomers
Narcotics Anonymous,
7:30 p.m., Seventh-day

Adventist Church, 1201 4th
St. NE.

James River Alcoholics
Anonymous, noon (closed,
topic) and 8 p.m. (open,
speaker meeting) AA
Clubhouse, 518 10th Ave.
SE.

Overeaters Anonymous,
5:30 p.m. Regular weekly
step meeting; phone
meeting only. Call 701-320-
2386 before meeting time
to get information on calling
into meeting.




