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News

Passing wind storms prompt last-minute
changes to schedule for Hillsboro Days

By COLE SHORT

Straight-line winds tossed a
major wrench into this year’s
Hillsboro Days celebration,
forcing organizers to cancel or
postpone a number of Satur-
day’s most popular events.

After seeing strong turnouts
for a fly-in at Hillsboro Regional
Airport on June 19 and a down-
town kiddie pedal pull the next
day, Hillsboro Days organizers
hoped to pull in big crowds on
Saturday.

But a storm system swept
through the region late Friday
and early Saturday, toppling
trees, scattering the city with
broken branches and limbs and
temporarily knocking out power.

Jake Rust, Hillsboro’s fire
chief, said volunteers with Hill-
sboro Fire and Rescue made a
decision early Saturday morning
to cancel their popular parade
down Caledonia Avenue.

“There were a lot of trees
down on Caledonia and a lot of
people were still trying to assess
the damage in front of their own
homes,” Rust said. “We figured
it was for the best. Instead of try-
ing to go forward the parade, we
made the easy decision to cancel
it,” he said.

Damage from the storms
forced the cancellation of other
Hillsboro Days events as well.
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The Hillsboro water tower stands behind the damaged roof of a Burlington Northern
Santa Fe shed that was affected by winds Saturday morning.

kids fishing derby in Wood-
land Park and the 37th annual
North Dakota State antique trac-
tor pull in Heritage Park also
were scrubbed from Saturday’s
schedule.

Organizer Paul Geray’s su-
per human pull, which had been
lined up Saturday afternoon in
Woodland Park, has been re-
scheduled for Thursday, July 3
in the park.

Despite the cancellations and
postponements, Tiffany Find-
lay, president of the Hillsboro
Business Association, said sev-
eral events wenton as planned

Saturday and had surprisingly
strong attendance.

“Obviously, we were disap-
pointed that we were hit so hard
by the storms and that the town
suffered as much damage it did,”
Findlay said. “But I was grate-
ful that a lot of events went on
and how community members
pulled together and turned out,
even when some of them were
still without power.”

The Hillsboro Vets Club’s
bean bag tournament, which had
been set to begin at 11 a.m. Sat-
urday along Caledonia Avenue,
was pushed back an hour but

Donors chipping in for more fireworks
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This year’s fireworks cel-
ebration in Hillsboro should be
longer than usual.

Although the city of Hills-
boro has been the main financial
sponsor for the fireworks cel-
ebration in previous years, Hill-
sboro Fire & Rescue received
donations from the Hillsboro
Economic Development Corp.
and the Vets Club in Hillsboro
for the nighttime spectacular.

HEDC’s board approved a
$1,000 donation to the fireworks
celebration Monday.

“Everything costs more mon-
ey over time and, pardon the
pun, you get less bang for your
buck these days,” Rust said.
“But we were able to bump up

our budget a little this year due
to those donations.

“The additional money means
we should have a pretty good
fireworks show this year and
better than average compared to
other years,” Rust added.

The city’s fireworks celebra-
tion should start around 10 p.m.
July 3 at the Goose River Golf
Course north of the shuttered
Subway Restaurant.

Rust recommended fireworks
fans head to the golf course and
have their spots set up prior to
10 p.m., if conditions allow the
display to start on time.

“We always tell people the
show starts at dusk but we try
to wait until at least 10 p.m. to
begin lighting things off,” Rust
said. “Hopefully, we have good
weather and people see a good
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show this year.”

Following the July 3 fire-
works display, the Traill County
Historical Society will hold its
annual ice cream social at the
Plummer House Museum along
Caledonia Avenue from 2 to 4
p-m.July 4.

Later in the afternoon, the
Hillsboro Vets Club will have a
hot dog feed with baked beans,
chips, dessert and lemonade
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the club at
121 W. Caledonia Ave.

Hillsboro City Auditor Casey
Eggermont on Tuesday issued a
reminder to residents that they’re
allowed to light fireworks inside
city limits from 8 a.m. to 10:30
p.m. today (Friday) through July
5. However, those hours are ex-
tended to midnight on July 3 and
4.

started around noon.

A rib-cooking competition in
Railroad Park on the east side of
Main Street pulled in so many
visitors that participants ran out
of ribs and the Hillsboro Days
street dance featuring 8th Hour
had 300 dancers pop by Satur-
day night.

The nighttime dance was
supposed to take place under a
large canvas tent that had been
set up along First Street North-
west earlier in the week, but the
tent was destroyed by the pass-
ing wind storms.

“I was pleasantly surprised
by the amount of people who
came to the dance,” said Findlay.
“The band was very accommo-
dating and happy to play under
the stars. We ended up having a
wonderful crowd.”

Findlay said the canvas tent
was insured through the city of
Hillsboro and should be replaced
before next year’s celebration.

More photos from this year’s
Hillsboro Days events appear on
Page 13.
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Big Top wishes everyone a safe and happy Fourth of July!
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1-29 Exit 111 and Highway 200
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter!
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