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MAYPORT-CG SOFTBALL

By COLE SHORT
FARGO – Parker Strand 

spent a majority of her senior 
season crouching behind the 
plate as a catcher.

Clinging to a slim lead in the 
closing moments of the state 
Class B softball tournament’s 
seventh-place game Saturday, 
Strand reminded Patriots fans 
that she’s not too shabby a cen-
ter fielder, either.

Strand’s running catch 
against the center-field wall with 
one out and the bases juiced in 
the bottom of the seventh helped 
MPCG beat the Carrington Car-
dinals 8-6 at Tharaldson Park in 
Fargo.

The highlight-reel snag by 
Region 2’s senior athlete of the 
year allowed the Patriots to hold 
on for a win and take seventh at 
the state tournament for the sec-
ond year in a row.

“That catch was unreal. It 
saved the game for us,” Patriots 
head coach Keenan Konschak 
said. “She’s our best catch, 
which is why we put her behind 
the plate.

“But she can make so many 
plays when she’s in center. Not 
many people called have made 
that catch.”

The Patriots went 1-2 at this 
year’s state tournament after 
dropping their first two games 
to Des Lacs-Burlington/Lewis 
& Clark 5-2 and Velva-Draka/
Anamoose 13-0.

But Konschak found plenty 
of positives in MPCG’s open-
ing-round loss to the Lakers.

The Patriots played Des 
Lacs-Burlington/Lewis & Clark 
twice during the regular season 
and ended up on the wrong side 
of a pair of 11-1 and 21-2 losses.

Falling 5-2 to head coach 
Peggy Person’s squad, which 
finished second in the tourna-
ment to eventual state champion 
Central Cass, showed MPCG’s 
improvement during the season, 
Konschak said.

“We competed really well in 
that game and played a lot bet-
ter than the first two times we 
played them,” the third-year Pa-
triots coach said.

The Lakers scored four of 
their five runs in the first inning 
and one in the second before be-
ing blanked the rest of the way 
by MPCG right-hander Bailey 
Bergstrom.

The freshman hurler was 
let down by her defense in the 
opening frame, Konschak said, 
but battled back and turned in 
a strong outing in the circle 
against the tournament’s No. 
2-seeded team.

“Bailey did an awesome job. 

Our defense was a little bit of a 
circus there but she continued to 
battle and kept their hitters off 
balance,” he said.

The Patriots were limited to 
two runs in the loss facing hard-
throwing Lakers starter Sierra 
Yale.

The sophomore pitcher 
struck out nine MPCG batters 
and surrendered two walks in 
seven innings.

Konschak’s squad scored its 
two runs on an RBI ground by 
Madi Sand in the first inning 
and an RBI single to center that 
plated Strand in the fifth.

After losing to the Lakers on 
May 29, the Patriots dropped a 
13-0 contest to Velva-Draka/
Anamoose, the tournament’s 
No. 3 seed that was upset by 
Hillsboro-Central Valley a day 
earlier.

Aggies ace Grace Balas 
tossed a one-hitter and struck 
out nine while her team’s of-
fense erupted for seven runs in 
the fourth inning.

Bergstrom gave up 13 runs in 
the loss – although seven were 
earned as MPCG committed six 
errors.

The Patriots rebounded on 
the tournament’s final day to de-
feat Carrington 8-6 in a contest 
that kicked off at 9:30 a.m. and 
saw both teams remain scoreless 
through the first four innings.

“I’m not sure if our girls have 
ever played a game that early 
before,” Konschak said. “Both 
teams had a slow start but the 
defenses on each side were mak-
ing plays, too.”

Sand took the circle for the 
Patriots in her final game and 
had a solid outing. The right-
hander went 5.2 innings, gave 
up five runs – four earned – and 
walked two to pick up the win.

“She’s a strike thrower and 
that’s what we needed in that 
game,” Konschak said.

MPCG broke a scoreless 
tie against the Cardinals in the 
fifth inning after eighth-grader 
Hadley Verwest stole home and 
junior Taylor Anderson came 
around to score on a errant 
throw.

However, the Cardinals re-
sponded with five runs in the 
bottom of the frame highlighted 
by a two-run bomb over the left-
field fence by senior Kaydence 
VanRay.

The Patriots answered with 
four runs in the top of the sixth, 
kicked off by a two-run shot 

to center by senior Brooklyn 
Galde, who was mobbed by her 
teammates at home plate.

“That was a huge hit for us 
and we finally got our bats go-
ing,” Konschak said.

MPCG added two more runs 
in the inning on a two-RBI triple 
by Parker Strand and the Patriots 
tagged on two more in the top of 
the seventh to pull ahead 8-5.

The Cardinals threatened to 
walk off the game in the bottom 
of the seventh after loading the 
bases with one out, but Strand 
reeled in a deep drive to center 
by Carrington catcher Ella Volk 
to record an out.

The Cardinals added a run on 
the sac fly but junior third base-
man Hudson Zerface ended the 
game with a throw to first for an 
out with two runners aboard to 
seal the win.

“It was nice way to end the 
year, taking seventh for a second 
straight year,” Konschak said. 
“We started the season 2-9, so to 
come that far and see that suc-
cess as a team was huge for next 
year.”

PATRIOTS TOP CARDS FOR 7TH 
MPCG goes 
1-2 at state 
B softball 
tournament

PHOTOS BY COLE SHORT

MayPort-CG senior Parker Strand rounds third base in the Patriots’ seventh-place game against Carrington Saturday at Tharaldson Park in Fargo. The Patriots beat the Cardinals 8-6 in the teams’ final game.

MayPort-CG junior third baseman Hudson Zerface prepares to fire a throw to first for 
her team’s final out against Carrington Saturday in Fargo.

Hillsboro-Central Valley senior Kailee Kittelson celebrates a double in game two of 
the SCHEELS North Dakota Softball All Star Series Monday in Grand Forks.

was good to experience before 
heading to the college level.

“A lot of those girls are go-
ing to play in college, so it was 
super fun getting to see what the 
next level looks like,” Strand, 
the North Dakota State Col-
lege of Science commit, said on 
Wednesday. 

“It kind of gave me a look at 
what it’s going to be like meet-
ing a brand new team when you 
don’t really know anyone, so it 
was really fun.”

All knotted up at one game 
apiece, the series headed west 
on Tuesday to the SCHEELS 
Complex in Minot.

There was a skills competi-
tion that took place before the 
rubber match but for the first 
time since 2018, the East All-
Stars came away with the series 
victory after winning the third 
game, 10-6. 

It was a back-and-forth game, 
and Kittelson made a highlight-
reel catch for the East All-Stars 
in the bottom of the seventh in-
ning after she snatched a low 
line-drive out of midair. 

“It was a lot of fun,” Quam, 
who got to see some action af-
ter starting the first two games, 
said about the East being able to 
close out the series. 

“It just goes to show the East 
still has good ball players. I 
know a bunch of the West teams 

are really good, but we also have 
good ball players in the East, 
too.”

Quam thought she played 
better defensively than offen-
sively but added that it wasn’t 
because of a state tournament 
hangover. 

The Burros defeated Beulah 
on Saturday in the Class B third-
place game.

She said she enjoyed not hav-
ing a big break in between the 
two events. 

“Everyone was still in soft-
ball shape, so it was still com-
petitive and a really good atmo-
sphere,” Quam added. 

It was a bittersweet mo-
ment for the three former Burro 
student-athletes as they all cel-

ebrated after the win. 
Hatlestad is headed to May-

ville State next fall, while Kit-
telson will officially hang up her 
softball jersey. 

Hatlestad, Kittleson, and 
Quam have all been essential 
pieces to the success of the 
H-CV softball program that it 
has had in the past. 

Quam said she wouldn’t 
trade the memories for anything. 

“I love playing with these 
girls so much,” she added. “It’s 
been so much fun with them.

“I truly can trust them with 
everything, softball-wise and 
life-wise. I mean, they are really 
good human beings and they are 
good softball players, and I love 
playing with them.”

Burros’ three standouts, MPCG’s Strand help East 
all-star lineup clinch three-game series over West
SCHEELS
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