
Sports Section B
Friday, September 19, 2025

Burros, Patriots run in Casselton  Pages B2 & B4 Comets football wins in OT  Page B7 MSU baseball opens season  Page B8

Inside this section:

EEK-ING
OUT A WIN

Hillsboro-Central Valley senior receiver Chase 
Haffely hauls in a one-handed catch in the 
second quarter against then-No. 2-ranked 
Ellendale-Edgeley-Kulm on Friday, Sept. 12 at the 
Hillsboro Sports Complex. The Burros went on to 
upset the Thunder 6-0.
PHOTOS BY CORY ERICKSON

H-CV 6 
E-E-K 0
Key play: 
Tyson Leshuk 
pass to Chase 
Haffely for TD in 
third quarter

Up next: 
H-CV travels to 
Northern Cass in 
rural Hunter at 7 
p.m. Sept. 19

Haffely’s TD clinches H-CV upset over No. 2 Thunder
By PACE MAIER

Even without a key starter, Hills-
boro-Central Valley rose to the 
occasion on Sept. 12, stifling 
Division A’s No. 2-ranked team 

behind a relentless defensive attack.
The Burros’ defense was exceptional, 

holding an Ellenedale-Edgeley-Kulm team 
averaging 42.6 points per game scoreless.

H-CV’s 6-0 win over the Thunder at 
the Hillsboro Sports Complex put them in 
a four-way tie for third-place in Region 1 
with five games to play. 

“That was a big win for us on a few lev-
els,” Burros head coach Joe Johnson said. 

“It’s a big win with playoff implications. 
E-E-K is a top team in the region. It’s good 
for our guys to see that they are competitive 
with some of the best teams. To beat one of 
the best teams in the region was a big step-
ping stone for us.”

A 10-yard touchdown by senior tight end 
Chase Haffely in the third quarter gave the 
Burros the only score they needed. 

The extra-point attempt was blocked by 
E-E-K but Johnson said once the play was 

over, he never thought about it being a fac-
tor later in the game. 

“Once the play is done, you have to 
move on,” he said about the blocked extra 
point. “We had the mentality of, we are win-
ning this football game, and we were in the 
position to win the football game.”

Senior quarterback Tyson Leshuk 
completed three passes on H-CV’s scor-
ing drive, including a 35-yard connection 
to junior wide receiver Bryce Miller on a 
third-and-19. 

Leshuk then hit junior wide receiver 
Griffin Mitzel for a 34-yard gain before 
he found Haffely on a slant route with just 
under seven minutes to play in the quarter. 

“We got really good play out of (Tyson) 
again and part of that drive included some 
really good runs by our running backs but 
also some really good throws by our quar-
terback,” Johnson said. 

“A lot of guys were involved in that 
drive of putting points on the board.”

Hillsboro-Central Valley senior quarterback Tyson Leshuk, left, celebrates his team’s win over then-No. 2-ranked 
Ellendale-Edgeley-Kulm Sept. 12 in Hillsboro. The Burros are receiving votes in the latest statewide poll.
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