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MayPort-CG’s Audrey Gustin hits an
iron shot at a meet in Hillshoro earlier
this fall season.

Morowski
leads MPCG
golf team at
region meet
GIRLS GOLF
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Wednesday’s Region 1 quali-
fier. The Patriots head coach
wrapped up his first and only
season leading the program,
filling in for Ashley Lee. His
team finished in sixth place at
the region meet.

“I thought it was good,”
Berry said, recapping the sea-
son. “Getting to know the
student-athletes was a treat.
I’ve known some of them from
teaching them, but just kind of
getting to know them and how
they compete and all those
sorts of things, I think that was
a good experience.

“They were willing to ac-
cept me kind of in a new role
and I know that’s not always
easy with three seniors and
then somebody new to the
whole thing. I thought it was
a great experience and I hope
it was for them. It was fun to
see the growth throughout the
year.”

MPCG shot a 465 at the
tough terrains of Dakota Winds
Golf Course. Berry said he felt
like his squad struggled in the
final meet of the season as they
couldn’t find consistency from
shot to shot.

“I don’t know if there was
fatigue or what it was,” Berry
said. “The course can certainly
be challenging, but we seemed
a little fatigued. We couldn’t
find consistency throughout
the day. We’d have some iso-
lated holes that were excellent
but just couldn’t maintain that
consistency from shot to shot.”

Senior Isabelle Morowski
led the way with a score of 100
to take 18th place. Meghan
Berger, who shot a 92 in a
tune-up on Monday at Fargo
Country Club, took 28th with
alll.

Patience Trautman finished
close behind with a 117 in her
final high school golf meet.
Audrey Gustin put a bow on
her freshman season with a
36th-place finish, carding a
137.

Berry said that while he’ll
hand the reins back to Lee next
fall, it’s a role he’d be open to
again in the future if needed.
Despite that, he’s excited to
see what the program accom-
plishes in the future.

“It certainly hurts to lose
three great seniors” in Berger,
Morowski and Trautman, Ber-
ry said. “As far as the future
goes, I think for Audrey it was
a good time for her to get her
feet wet and getting into these
varsity meets.”

“There’s four at the JV level
and there was a lot of growth
from them a lot of them. Hope-
fully they can continue to build
and get some more golfers out
as they move forward here
over the next few years.”

BASEBALL

Burros XC teams roll east to race at meet in St. Paul
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of the season. “At this point in
the year, everybody is in shape,
so now everything’s just staying
healthy and the mental part,”
the coach said.

“I didn’t want the kids going
from a lack of confidence after
Thursday (in Moorhead) to go-
ing to the Griak where every-
body’s gonna be slow.”

The Burros boys finished
Tuesday’s meet with 56 points,
seven points ahead of runner-up
Jamestown.

The story of the week was
much the same for H-CV’s girls
squad, who scored 23 points in
its win in Casselton despite top-
ranked Class B runner Claire
Grinde not participating in the
event for the Burros.

Eighth-grader Caroline An-
derson got her first varsity win
of her career, finishing the 3K
in 10:58.20, 34 seconds ahead
of seventh-grade teammate
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Hillsboro-Central Valley senior Niko Zink, right, leads the boys race early in Tuesday’s
meet in Casselton, N.D. Zink ended up taking second in the event.

Kayla Moch, who took second
in 11:32.89.

Moch led for much of the
first half of the meet before An-
derson pulled ahead for good.

Kirk Zink said that the Moch,
in her first season of cross coun-
try, is still learning how to pace

herself after getting out too fast
in the shortened meet.

“She’s crazy talented, but
she’s a lot like Claire and Caro-
line were last year,” he said.

“Going from a 5K to a 3K,
she probably thought she could
get out fast. Once you get to the

800-meter point, you start to re-
alize that wasn’t a good idea.”

Sophomore Azlynn Johnson
took fourth overall and third
among H-CV’s runners, cross-
ing the line in 12:01.85.

Junior Kimber Walker, junior
Lily Kaldor and freshman Mal-
lory Kloster each finished with
a couple seconds of each other,
paced by Walker’s 12:34.66. She
was eighth overall, while Kaldor
took 10th and Kloster 11th.

“We ran much better Tues-
day than we did overall in
Moorhead,” Kirk Zink said.
“We’ll be getting in better shape
over the next few weeks.”

The Burros will have an
overnight trip to Saint Paul this
weekend, with thousands of
runners expected to participate
in assorted races at the Griak
meet.

The course at Les Bolstad
Golf Course is hilly and will be
packed with participants, but
Kirk Zink hopes the experience
overwhelms his runners.

“You learn so much by the
end of the year in that they’ve
seen every race situation,” he
said.

“If you’ve seen every race
scenario play out with kids big-
ger, faster, stronger or slower
than you, you can get on the line
at the region meet and know
you’ve truly seen seven or eight
meets that big.”

Kirk Zink said that meets get
a little more business-like after
the trip to the Twin Cities.

The program’s next big meets
are the Border Battle in Grand
Forks Sept. 27 and the Rugby
Booster Club Invitational Oct.
4 prior to the East Region meet
Oct. 11 in Cooperstown.

At those events, the top-
ranked Burros girls will see the
Nos. 2 and 3 Class B teams in
the state in Bowman County
and Rugby, respectively.

H-CV’s boys are ranked
fourth in the state. Bowman
County is the top-ranked boys
squad.

Burros QB
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“Certainly, all of our linemen
were giving Tyson time to make
those throws, and it was a team
effort to put those points on the
board.”

Leshuk was 8-of-12 for
158 yards, while he completed
passes to four different players.

Miller finished with three
catches for 77 yards, Mitzel
caught two passes for 50 yards,
while Haffely and senior run-
ning back Carson Kozojed
combined for 31 yards on three
catches.

The Burros’ running game
was paced by senior Sawyer
Owens, who had 71 yards on 17
carries. H-CV finished with 75
rushing yards on 35 attempts.

The defense, without starting
linebacker John Mattson, held
the Thunder close to 100 yards
below their season average and
made multiple big-time stops,
including in the red zone.

E-E-K was also just 3-for-13
on third down and 2-for-6 on
fourth down.

The Burros also only had
two penalties on the night,
which was a considerable im-
provement from their previous
two games.

“Even when we gave up big
drives and (E-E-K) got into the
red zone, we still found ways
to make stops,” Johnson said
about his defense.

“The other thing that was
a key to our victory was our
resiliency. Even when things
weren’t going well, our team
responded in a really positive
way that included coming off a
difficult loss the week before.”

Without Mattson, who was

Leshuk throws for 158 in victory over Thunder
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Hillsboro-Central Valley coaches Joe Johnson, right, and Gary Suchor celebrate a potential first down Sept. 12 in Hillsboro.

sidelined with an ankle injury,
Johnson had to make some
changes.

Kozojed filled in for Mattson
at the linebacker spot, while
freshman Jacob Miller made his
first career start at safety.

On offense, junior Allen
Mutscher moved from guard to
center, and junior Broedy Bre-
idenbach started at guard, which
was also his first career start.

“You can’t replace a player
like John,” Johnson added. “We
do feel good about some of our
depth and how we were able
to make a few of those adjust-
ments.

“Our offensive line did a
great job on Friday night of

creating some holes for our run-
ning backs and creating time for
our quarterback.”

Kozojed came up with a big
sack in the fourth quarter when
the Thunder were trying to
punch it in on a third and goal.

E-E-K failed to convert
on a fourth and goal from the
18-yard line with just under 10
minutes to play but they would
get the football back two more
times before the final whistle.

With 1:12 to go and no time-
outs, E-E-K had to go 67 yards
to tie or win the football game
potentially.

They were able to get into
H-CV territory but on a fourth
and 10, Leshuk and senior

teammate Brody Rogenes
knocked away Drew Thorpe’s
final heave.

“We were able to make some
stops, even though we gave up
some yards,” Johnson added.

“That was a bend, don’t
break mentality, and when the
game was on the line, we were
able to make plays, and some
big plays in that defensive
secondary.”

Leshuk and Rogenes com-
bined for seven pass deflections
and eight total tackles. But more
importantly, the two H-CV
student-athletes both created
turnovers for the Burros.

Leshuk intercepted Thorpe
late in the second quarter,

while Rogenes recovered his
own forced fumble in the third
quarter.

“Brody Rogenes had a really
good game on the defensive
side of the ball,” Johnson said.
“That fumble recovery came at
a really important time.”

“We had 11 guys on the
field, all doing their job. You
could see the trust between the
teammates on Friday night.”

Haffely paced the Burros’
defense with six and a half
tackles, while Mitzel added five
and a half of his own.

Senior Jack Mattson had
four tackles and two quarter-
back pressures. Kozojed had a
team-high two tackles for loss.

The Burros are tied with E-
E-K , Valley City and Northern
Cass with a 1-1 record in the
region.

Lisbon and Oakes are tied at
the top with a 2-0 record, and
MayPort-CG and Sargent Coun-
ty are 0-2 through four weeks of
the season.

H-CV is back on the road at
7 p.m. tonight against North-
ern Cass. The Burros are 9-0
against the Jaguars since 2008.

“They are an athletic team,”
Johnson said about Northern
Cass. “We’ve been spending
time in film to see what their
tendencies are, and we’ll be
ready to go (tonight).”

Game Notes: H-CV finished
with 13 first downs, while E-E-
K had 16 on the night.

The Burros had 233 yards of
offense compared to E-E-K’s
308.

E-E-K had eight penalties
for 65 yards.

H-CV was just 1-for-7 on
third down and O-for-2 on
fourth down.

Patriots boys XC team improving its race times
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our finishes, so we’re trying to
figure out what kind of start they
want and what kind of finish
they want.”

The improvement among the
MPCG runners has been no-
table. A season ago, the Patriots
boys finished 13th

In 2023, the team took 31st.
This year, MPCG’s boys have
the ninth-best set of times so far.

Finishing in the top 10 in the
state remains a goal for Culp and
her team.

“Going to these meets, the

SOFTBALL

boys do a good job of finding
teams and runners that they can
compare to,” she said. “I thought
Casselton was great for that.”

The Patriots also had a girl
compete in her first varsity race
of the season, with freshman
Keely Garrett taking 45th in
14:19.46 Tuesday.

“Keely was mentally pre-
pared for a 5K, so she automati-
cally thought (a 3K) was going
to be a faster race,” Culp said.
“She did a good job keeping a
good pace.”

In the junior varsity race —
which was also a 3K — eighth-
grader Holly Palmer took ninth

in 15:04.87 and freshman Jozie
Klosner took 12th in 15:15.21.

“Jozie and Holly looked
stronger than we’ve seen them,”
Culp added.

The Patriots will head to Val-
ley City Saturday for the Blue
and White Invite at Bjornson
Park Municipal Golf Course.

There, the MPCG coach is
hoping her runners work on
some strategies to help them
remain consistent entering the
final month of the season.

“I’m hoping to see some pace
work from Liam and we’re look-
ing for Aaden to work on his
timing, as well,” Culp said.

SUCCESS STARTS HERE.

“Ethan wants to work on his
pace work, too, but what I think
will benefit him the most is just
going out there and having a
good time.”

A number of Class A squads
will attend the meet, though East
Region teams like Rugby, Car-
rington, and Central Cass will
also compete.

Culp said her runners are
having a good time this year and
are excited for the challenge.

“They are pumped,” she said.
“I think we could possibly have
a couple of all-region runners at
regionals.”
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MayPort-CG  freshman Keely Garrett
took 45th in Casselton, N.D., Tuesday.




