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BACK IN THE SADDLE

State approves
required permit 
for Herberg Dairy
By JEFF BEACH/ND MONITOR
AND COLE SHORT

A North Dakota agency has 
approved a permit for what 
could become the largest dairy 
in state history – a 25,000-cow 
milking operation southeast of 
Hillsboro.

The North Dakota Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality 
is issuing the permit for Riv-
erview LLC’s Herberg Dairy 
at a site near the Red River 
southeast of Hillsboro.

Riverview, based in Mor-
ris, Minn., plans to build 

two large dairies on the 
North Dakota side of 

the Red River that 
could quadruple the 
number of dairy cows 
in the state. North 
Dakota’s dairy indus-

try has been dwindling 
for decades.

Riverview had already ob-
tained an environmental permit 
for a 12,500-cow dairy north of 

Wahpeton in Richland County.
Riverview still needs per-

mits from the North Dakota 
Department of Water Resourc-
es to supply the dairies with 
the large amounts of water the 
dairies need. Riverview says its 
cows need 20 to 30 gallons of 
water per cow each day. That 
would equal at least 700,000 
gallons of water per day for the 
Traill County site.

The environmental permit 
reviewed such things as River-
view’s plans for storing manure 
from the cows and applying it 
to farm fields near the dairy as 
fertilizer.

A news release from the 
Department of Environmental 
Quality said Riverview identi-
fied sufficient cropland acres 
to apply the manure. But be-
cause of public concerns, the 
agency will continue to analyze 

Traill EDC official: Dairy means
‘extraordinarily good things’ for area

Mayville State
enrollment climbs 
to an all-time high
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Continued on page 7

By COLE SHORT AND
JEFF BEACH/ND MONITOR

MAYVILLE – A record-
breaking number of students 
enrolled this fall at Mayville 
State Univer-
sity.

C a m p u s 
administrators 
a n n o u n c e d 
Tuesday that 
MSU’s final 
fall headcount 
topped out at 
1,215 students, 
which marked the largest en-
rollment in the university’s his-
tory.

The fall enrollment repre-
sented a 7.1 increase compared 
to 2024’s totals and a 15.9 per-
cent bump in the number of 
students on campus compared 
to figures reported in 2023.

“We are thrilled with these 
enrollment increases and re-
cords,” said Mayville State 
President Brian Van Horn. 
“Our campus is bursting with 
wonderful students who appre-

ciate the outstanding value and 
opportunities available at ‘The 
School of Personal Service.’

“I commend our enrollment 
management team, the athletic 
department personnel and all 
Mayville State students, faculty 
and staff who make the enroll-
ment process successful.”

Mayville State had a full-
time equivalent figure of 857 
students for its fall semester, 
which also marked the larg-
est number in the university’s 
history and a 7.9 percent jump 
compared to a year ago.

MSU’s enrollment of fresh-
men ballooned by 43.7 percent 
compared to the fall semester in 
2024.

“Mayville State’s growth co-
incides with the excitement for 
Mayville State that is evident 
on campus and beyond. Small 
public universities are neces-
sary and play a vital role in our 
state’s success,” Van Horn said.

Van Horn
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Hillsboro EDC chips 
in more grant money 
for new home builds
By COLE SHORT

Members of the Hillsboro 
Economic Development Corp. 
on Monday set aside more grant 
money to promote new home 
construction in Hillsboro.

One month after establish-
ing a $150,000 grant program 
to spur housing growth in the 
Riverwalk Addition west of 
Interstate 29, HEDC’s board 
of directors agreed to pony up 
another $30,000 to individu-
als or contractors interested in 
building homes elsewhere in 
Hillsboro.

In total, HEDC will be offer-
ing six $25,000 grants through 
its newly created Riverwalk 
Homebuilder’s Incentive Grant 
Program and three additional 
$10,000 grants for home builds 
outside Riverwalk.

HEDC board member 
Dustin Nagel said Riverwalk 
developers Pat Muller and Jon 
Lowry also approved tacking 
on a $12,500 credit for people 
building homes in the westside 
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Traill County Historical Society fall festival 
on tap Saturday in Hillsboro’s Heritage Park
By ALYSSA MEIER

Traill County is packing a 
decade and a half of history into 
its annual autumnal event as the 
county celebrates its 150th an-
niversary during Saturday’s fall 
festival in Hillsboro.

Traill County, founded in 
1875, turns 150 years old this 
year – a milestone that will be 
recognized with some special 
additions to the Traill County 
Historical Society’s annual fall 
festival. 

“The county has been cel-
ebrating throughout the year and 
we wanted to do something kind 
of capping off the year for the 
150th, so we decided we’d do 

a scavenger hunt at the county 
grounds at the county pioneer 
grounds during the festival with 
two $150 prizes, hence, 150th 
anniversary,” said Traill County 
Historical Society Board Presi-
dent John Wright. 

The scavenger hunt, which 
takes place from 10:30 to 11:30 
a.m. Saturday, centers around a 
150th anniversary display set up 
at the Pioneer Building. 

“We had it at the museum 
... but unfortunately when we 
planned to have the open house 
for the 150th, it was the Satur-

FALL FESTIVAL
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Traill County Historical Society President John Wright, right, helps measure a 
pumpkin during the historical society’s pumpkin-growing contest in fall 2023.
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Wyndmere, N.D., 
mounted shooter Lincon 

Pellman, above, fires 
at a target during The 

Real Diehl Border Wars 
shootout Saturday at 

the MayPort Arena 
in Portland. Jolene 

Cahoon of Bismarck, far 
right, loads her revolver 

prior to her first run at 
the event while Lakken 
Wall of Sheldon, N.D., 

takes her turn in the 
shooting competition 

Saturday. 


