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Hello,

Brandon Laducer was from the Turtle Mountain Reservation in rural North Dakota. His death, like so many others on
reservations in rural America, goes relatively unnoticed beyond the reservation borders or just down the road at the
nearest daily newspaper.

But this one was different. Police killed Brandon, but in the end, police had obtained a warrant to apprehend a different
Brandon Laducer. Simply put, Brandon was on the run, but they didn’t have the right documentation to try to arrest him.

Was the national media on the case? Once again, no. But the Grand Forks Herald was, and our reporter, Hannah
Shirley, spent considerable time wrestling with federal agencies — the FBI, the BIA and others — for records that could
shed light on this confusing and, for the agencies involved, embarrassing case.

Hannah spent time trying — and failing — to get records. Once they did come, it was an organizational nightmare, since
the record trove we did eventually get was massive. That led to conversations and interviews with Brandon’s mother —
who hoped to bring the case to light — as well as with outside law agencies, law professors and the like.

At one point, the mother confided to Hannah: “Many reporters would call us but then ghosted the family once an initial
story came out. You are the only reporter who keeps digging, keeping the story — Brandon’s story — alive.”

Hannah conducted interviews and made records requests over the course of nearly five years. By our count, there were
at least three records requests from the FBI, one to the state BCI and all of the case’s court filings.

The result of this work was a 2,000-word story, published Feb. 7, 2025, headlined: “Her son was killed by police on the
Turtle Mountain reservation. She hopes to take it to the US Supreme Court.”

It includes information gleaned from those information requests, but also delves into the personal aspect of the case. At
one point, Hannah wrote that “despite no legal training — her background is in human resources — she has spent the last
four years in court, representing herself, suing the United States and the officers involved in the incident, arguing that by
pursuing Laducer onto the reservation without a warrant, law enforcement violated his Fourth Amendment right to no
lawful search and seizure.”

It's a story about a mistaken death and a mother’s quest to try to right a wrong. And it took a long time, and a lot of hard
work, to bring it to our readers.

I’'m proud of the work that Hannah did on this, and | appreciate you considering it for NDNA's A-Mark Investigative
Reporting Award.
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