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From hands-on to hands-free
The rise of autonomous farming in the Red River Valley

RED RIVER
FARM NETWORK

Reporting Agriculture’s Business

By Rebecca Davis While the tractor isn’t flawless, he

says it reliably gets the job done—

Smuggling case spotlights
Fusarium disease risks - Two
Chinese nationals were caught
trying to smuggle a Fusarium
pathogen into the U.S. One of

the individuals, a University of
Michigan researcher, is now in
federal custody. The pathogen
causes Fusarium head blight,

a disease impacting wheat and
barley. NDSU Plant Pathologist
Andrew Friskop says the fungus is
not new. “Fusarium Graminearum
has been here since the early
1900s,” Friskop said. “It causes
Fusarium head blight or scab, and
we’ve spent decades developing
management tools used across the
U.S.” Friskop warned the disease’s
impact goes beyond yield loss.

“It produces a mycotoxin called
deoxynivalenol, or vomitoxin,
which affects wheat quality and
food safety. The FDA limits it to
one part per million or less in
food for human consumption.”

Usset: No clear path for market
decisions - As trade tensions

with China persist under President
Trump, University of Minnesota
Extension economist Ed Usset says
uncertainty is the biggest challenge
facing U.S. agriculture. “Agriculture
is so dependent on trade here in
the U.S. We export 40 to 45 percent
of our soybeans and wheat and
we’ve done this for decades and
decades,” said Usset. “What is new
is the amount of pork and beef and
chicken [being exported], that’s all
in the last one to three decades.”
The lack of clarity in trade policy
leaves farmers with no clear path
for making marketing decisions.
“Markets don’t like uncertainty,”
Usset said. “If | tell you to sell

now, and tomorrow we solve our
problems and the market goes back
up, | feel like an idiot, but if things
get worse and corn, soybean, and
wheat prices drop by a buck, you'll
ask why I didn’t tell you to sell.”

Timely planting boosts crop
development - CHS Ag Services
agronomist Brian Oachs says crops
are developing well in the Thief
River Falls area. Corn is reaching
key growth stages. “A lot of the
corn started to get up to that two
or three leaf stage, so guys are
getting ready to rock if they're
finishing weed control. You want
to get certain chemistries down

by the five, six leaf stage.” Oachs
highlighted the benefits of timely
planting. “There’s definitely a big
difference when you get in the first
half of May versus the first half

of June. Wheat looks really nice.
Corn and beans look good, too.”

Weather has been a mixed

bag - A lot of the corn went into
the ground in beautiful condition,
but with a cold snap to follow,
emergence was a challenge.
“Guys were replanting corn
while planting soybeans due to
crusting issues,” reports Shane
Kyllo, district sales manager,
Stine Seed. Kyllo said farmers in
the Mayville, North Dakota area
were wrapping up the seeding of
edible beans this past week.

Thin stands - Stand issues
are common in the Devils Lake
Basin. “Pick a crop,” said Jason
Hanson, owner, Rock and Roll
Agronomy. “Corn is struggling
in the low areas; I've got wheat,
barley, durum in the same way,
canola; soybeans are having a
tough time pushing through.”
Wild swings in the spring weather
conditions shoulder the blame.

Stuggling with soybean
emergence - This spring’s
combination of cold, wet conditions
and summer-like heat left some
farmers struggling with soybean
emergence. NDSU Extension
Broadleaf Crops Specialist Ana
Carcedo sees no-till as an option
for the future because it protects
the topsoil from heavy rains.
Another 2025 challenge has been
frost damage. Some farmers

also reported frost damage to
their soybeans. “It was like three
weeks ago,” said Carcedo. “If the
growing point is not affected, the
plant will grow. and ilt will be fine;
if it’s just affecting the cotyledons,
it will be fine. That's something
that you should consider, if that
plant will survive or not.”

Broadleaf weeds off to early
start in the region - NDSU
Extension Weed Specialist Joe
Ikley says many weeds have
gotten an early start to the year.
“Mainly broadleaf weeds like wild
buckwheat and common ragweed
are up in abundance this year,”
said Ikley. “They also thrive in
cooler conditions, so we had a little
bit of heat there back in May, but
it’s overall been a cooler weather
pattern.” It's looking like another
year of early-season kochia and
waterhemp issues. “A good year
for kochia is a bad year for us.

Budget cuts sought at USDA -
The Trump Administration’s budget
request for the 2026 fiscal year
seeks $23 billion for Agriculture
Department spending. That’s

a $7 billion hit from this year's
budget. The biggest headlines
have been related to food stamps,
with projected spending down
nearly $300 million less than

last year. However, traditional
agriculture spending also takes
a hit. The budget plan would
cut the Farm Service Agency
spending by $372 million. For
the NRCS, spending would be
down more than $800 million.

Ag approps subcommittee
approves budget bill - The
House Agriculture Appropriations
Subcommittee has approved

the Fiscal Year 2026 budget bill,
sending it to the full committee.
Spending levels are down more
than $1 billion from this year.
Outside of the Republican
leadership of the committee, It was
approved on a party-line 9-7 vote.

Congress asked to codify
DOGE cuts - The White House is
seeking congressional support for
the cuts already implemented by
the Department of Government
Efficiency. This proposal would
cancel $9.4 billion in funds that
Congress previously appropriated.
Over $8 billion of the spending
cuts are from foreign aid, primarily
money that was approved for

the U.S. Agency for International
Development. USAID was one of
the first programs shut down by
DOGE. North Dakota Senator Kevin
Cramer is a member of the Senate
DOGE Caucus and said DOGE
“has taken a scapel to the federal
government, slashing misspending
and eliminating fraudulent

and improper payments.”

More optimism seen on the
farm - Farmer sentiment is at

its highest level in four years. The
Purdue University-CME Group

Ag Barometer found farmers are
more optimistic about trade. More
than half of those surveyed said
they expect agricultural exports to
increase over the next five years.
That’s up from 33 percent in
April. According to the survey, ag
labor remains one of the trouble
spots for American agriculture.
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In the ever-evolving world of
agriculture, John Deere is reshaping
the landscape—one piece of
equipment at a time. Matthew
Krueger, operations manager at K

& D Krueger Farms & Sons in East
Grand Forks, Minnesota, recently
had the rare opportunity to test-
drive the future: one of John Deere’s
newest autonomous tractors.

Krueger sees the technology as a
powerful "tool in the toolbox" for
tackling persistent labor shortages
and improving farm efficiency.
With John Deere aiming to achieve
fully autonomous capabilities in
tillage, planting, spraying, and
harvesting by 2030, the future

of farming is closer than ever.

In terms of ease of use, Krueger
jokes, “It’s like having an eight-
year-old running the machine.”

freeing up labor for more critical
tasks during peak seasons.

Importantly, Krueger stresses
that automation isn’t about
replacing people.

“l don't see farms running
with just two people,” he
explains. “But this technology
helps bridge our current
labor challenges. It supports
workers, not replaces them.”

He encourages other farmers

to be patient with the learning
curve and take the time to see
how the technology fits into
their own operations. Krueger
remains optimistic about future
updates and the direction
autonomous farming is heading.

What consumers can do to
support local farmers

A strong agricultural sector is vital

to a healthy economy. Turbulence
has affected local and national
economies in recent years, and the
global economy has endured its own
ups and downs during that span.

Though there's no one-size-fits-all
solution to economic struggles,
consumers can make a difference
by supporting local agricultural
producers. A 2022 report from
researchers at Maryville University
indicated roughly 10 percent of
workers across the United States
were employed in the agricultural
sector, which the report also noted
contributes $7 trillion annually

to the national economy. Job
creation and economic output

are two major reasons to support
local farmers, and consumers

can do that in various ways.

Shop local. The shop local
movement can make a notable
impact on local economies, and
it affects more businesses than
brick-and-mortar stores on Main
Street. Locally owned restaurants
and grocers often source their foods
from local farmers, so patronizing
such businesses supports those
who set up shop on Main Street
as well as the farmers who stock
their shelves and pantries.

Purchase seasonal foods. The
organization Green America, which
offers advice on how environmental
sustainability produces stronger
economies, notes that purchasing
seasonal foods is a great way to
support local farmers. Farmers
grow seasonal foods throughout the
year to take advantage of natural

conditions. Consumers who alter
their purchasing habits with the
seasons by buying foods that are
in-season are likely supporting local
agricultural producers. Read product
labels to determine where foods are
coming from. Non-seasonal foods are
likely imported from far away, which
has a detrimental impact on the
environment and local economies.

Buy directly from local farms.
Most consumers purchase their
food from grocery stores near their
homes, but it might be possible
to purchase directly from local
farmers. Farmers may utilize
e-commerce tools to sell directly
to local residents, and might even
offer delivery services that are
more convenient than driving to
the nearest chain grocery store.

Act as an advocate for local
producers. Consumers have
considerable power, and that power
can be exercised in numerous ways.
Supporting restaurants that source
foods from local farmers is one way
consumers can exercise their power.
But consumers also can advocate
for local farmers by supporting
legislation and candidates that
prioritize building and supporting

a strong local agricultural sector.
Consumers also can advocate

for local farmers by sharing their
experiences via social media,
word-of-mouth recommendations
or writing positive reviews through
aggregators like Google Reviews.

A thriving agricultural sector benefits
local economies, and consumers
can do much to support the farmers
who operate in their towns.

Don’t let your ride

look wrecked, contact

Registration for the all 4-H Static and Livestock is open now until June 15.
Those that do not register by June 15 will not be eligible for grand, reserve,
honorable mention placing or the livestock premium sale.

Cloverbuds only register for 001 Cloverbud, 002 Cloverbud, and 003 Cloverbud under the County Class Division.

All 4-H members that are showing livestock need to also register for the livestock
interview (under county class) and showmanship for their livestock.

Don’t miss your chance to showcase your hard work, skills, and projects at one of the best events of the summer! g

https: fairentry.com

Registration instructions: https://bit.ly/4aGDXpg-

Jeremy Clow

218-478-4475,
shop 218-480-210
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PEMBINA COUNTY FAIR 4-H REGISTRATION IS ORE
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