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As we gear up for another 
Christmas, we’re happy and 
grateful to be celebrating it 

here with the customers and 
friends who have made our 
year so special. We appreci-

ate your trust in us, and we’re 
proud to serve this community.

We hope the spirit of the season 
lifts you up and fills your heart with 
joy. Best wishes for a very merry 
Christmas and a happy new year!

Oak Creek Service
101 E. 5th St., Bottineau                   

(701)228-5830

ATTENTION
City of Bottineau-Employment Opportunity

City Auditor
Bottineau, ND’s Four Season’s Playground is looking to hire a Full-Time City Auditor. 

Job Description: Financial Manager, HR, attending City Meetings, Follow laws pertaining to City gov-
ernment as per NDCC.  For a full job description go to our website at www.bottineau.govoffice.com 

search under employment.  Applications are available on the web site too.  
Salary:  DOE.  City Auditor position is a salaried position with benefits.

Qualifications:   Financial & HR experience, computer skills, people skills, willing to attend evening 
meetings, organizational skills, banking experience.  CPA experience-not required but would be an 
advantage.  College degree also not required but would be an advantage.  Job experience needed. 
Looking to have this position filled by February 1, 2026.  Deadline to apply is December 31, 2025.  
To Apply:  Applications available on our web site, or you can email to obtain one at cityhall@utma.

com , stop by the City Office at 115 6th St or call 701-228-3232.

You’re Invited
Come check out our ugly christmas 
sweaters, Christmas cookies and 
warmup with a cup of hot cocoa at our

Hot Cocoa Bar

105 11th St. E. • Bottineau
(701) 228-2204 • www.statebankofbottineau.com

As another holiday season takes shape, we hope 
it brings an abundance of joy and good fortune

 to you and yours.

We will be closed 
Dec. 24 & 25 and Jan. 1

December 17 
10am - 2pm

105 11th St. E. • Bottineau
(701) 228-2204 • www.statebankofbottineau.com

As another holiday season takes shape, we hope 
it brings an abundance of joy and good fortune

 to you and yours.

We will be closed 
Dec. 24 & 25 and Jan. 1

BY SUPPORTING A LOCAL BUSINESS, YOU’RE ALSO 
SUPPORTING THE COMMUITY. SPENDING YOUR MONEY THERE 

HELPS TO STIMULATE THE LOCAL ECONOMY AND KEEP 
BUSINESS BOOMING WITHIN YOUR REGION. THESE BUSINESSES 
HELP TO CREATE AND SUSTAIN JOBS AS WELL AS KEEP THE AREA 

VIBRANT AND  BUZZING WITH SHOPPERS AND TOURISTS. THE 
SUPPORT OF THE COMMUNITY MEANS A GREAT DEAL TO A LOCAL 

BUSINESS OWNER,  AND THEY TYPICALLY ENJOY 
RETURNING THE FAVOR BY PARTICIPATING IN FUNDRAISERS, 

SPONSORING TEAMS, AND DONATING THEIR TIME 
AND MONEY TO LOCAL CAUSES.

      
       BOTTINEAU EDC

28409  R11-22

Hills and Plains Associates | 701-228-2471

Insurance products, securities and investment advisory services are provided by 
appropriately appointed and licensed financial advisors and professionals. Only 
individuals who are financial advisors are credentialed to provide investment advisory 
services. Visit Thrivent.com or FINRA’s Broker Check for more information about our 
financial advisors.  

At this time of year, we’re reminded of what’s truly 
important. Sending our warmest wishes to you.

Wishing you a  
Merry Christmas and  
a Happy New Year

Mike Aasen 
RICP®, CLTC® 
Financial Advisor

Ron Gullett
FIC, RICP® 
Financial Advisor

Andy Wintermute 
MSM, FIC, CLTC® 
Financial Associate
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 GIVE
AWAY

As a token of our appreciation for our customers, the Bottineau 
community and surounding area, please stop in First National 
Bank and Trust the week of Dec. 15-19 to pick up your 2026 
calendar and to register to win door prizes ~ one of five $50 
gift certificates to local merchants and one $100 savings 

account for those ages five and under.

424 Main St, 
Bottineau
228-2236 

Holiday    
Door Prize Drawing

Friday, Dec. 22 @ 3pm

HOLIDAY HOURS: 
 

   Wednesday, Dec. 24 CLOSED AT NOON,      
Thursday, Dec. 25 CLOSED

Friday, Dec. 26 CLOSED

519 Main St. Suite 3
Bottineau, ND 58318

701-228-2302
Kevin, Stacy & Stephanie

First State Insurance 
Agency

More than words can 
say, we appreciate your 

business!

701-366-4371

By Jeff Beach
North Dakota Monitor

North Dakotans receiving fed-
eral food assistance will not be 
able to use those benefits to pay 
for candy, soda and some other 
foods, after the state implements 
changes approved by the Trump 
administration. 

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture has approved North 
Dakota’s application for a food 
restriction waiver in the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance 
Program, or SNAP, formerly 
known as food stamps. 

Agriculture Secretary Brooke 
Rollins and Health and Human 
Services Robert F. Kennedy Jr. 
announced the waiver for North 
Dakota and five other states. 
The waivers will change the 
definition of “food for purchase” 
under SNAP beginning in 2026. 

The North Dakota Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services wrote in its applica-
tion that it would take about 
eight months to implement the 
changes. The agency plans to 
work with retailers to implement 
the changes by September 2026.

About 600 North Dakota 
retailers that take SNAP benefits 

will have to update their sales 
systems so that attempts to 
purchase prohibited items with 
SNAP money are declined, ac-
cording to the waiver request.

The list of banned items 
includes soft drinks; energy 
drinks; candy; some baking 
ingredients such as marshmal-
lows and chocolate chips; nuts 

coated in chocolate or candy; 
and sweetened cereal and en-
ergy bars. 

North Dakota has 29,250 
households, a total of 58,570 
people, receiving SNAP benefits. 

“The SNAP waiver encourages 
North Dakotans to make more 
nutritious food choices that not 
only reduce chronic disease 

rates, but also foster long-term 
health, vitality, and stronger 
communities,” Pat Traynor, 
commissioner for North Dakota 
Health and Human Services said 
in a news release. 

The state pursued the food 
ban in part to secure more 
money from the federal gov-

ernment’s $50 billion Rural 
Health Transformation Pro-
gram. States will get at least 
$500 million from the grant, 
but federal guidelines show that 
states could be eligible for more 
money if they implement certain 
health-related policies, includ-
ing banning non-nutritious 

foods from SNAP purchases.
Gov. Kelly Armstrong has set 

Jan. 21 as the tentative date for 
a special legislative session to 
allocate the rural health funding. 
The Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services is expected to 
award funding to states by Dec. 
31.

USDA approves North Dakota request to ban candy, soda purchases with SNAP


