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Bottineau County Museum's board members hold a get 
together to bring new volunteers to the local museum 
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By Scott Wagar
Bottineau Courant

The Bottineau County 
Museum held a Friends of 
the Museum meeting on 
Wednesday, May 14, to intro-
duce people to the museum in 
hopes to gain more members.

“The goal of the meeting is 
to encourage people that may 
have an interest in the meeting 
to come out and learn about 
the opportunities the museum 
affords people to do,” said 
Pete Erickson, president of the 
Bottineau County Museum 
Board. “We’re hoping a few 
people will come out and we as a 

board of directors can show peo-
ple what the museum is about 
and to show ways they can help 
if interested.”

Individuals that came to 
the meeting were introduced 
to the museum, had cook-
ies and bars with the board 
members and were informed                                                 
how they could assist the mu-
seum. 

Duties at the museum involve 
volunteers who will do the fol-
lowing: 

● Work the weekends that the 
museum is open to greet guests, 
answer questions and give tours 
if requested

● General dusting and sweep-
ing

● Help catalog museum 
items, data entry and taking                 
photos

● Maintain the outside of the 
museum with weeding, planting 
flowers and watering

● Assist with museum events 
like Clueseum, ice cream socials, 
speakers and showcase items

● Assist with inventory items 
and digitize items

Individuals, who are inter-
ested in becoming a volunteer of 
the Bottineau County Museum, 
can contact Gale Wondrasek 
Lane at (701) 201-0394.

Pictured above is the Bottineau County Museum Board with its newest volunteer, Sue Krohn. Picture L-R, are Dale Thompson, Gale 
Wondrasek Lane, Sue Krohn, Brigitte Glinz Schuster and Pete Erickson, president of the Bottineau County Museum Board.        (Photo by Scott Wagar) 

Friends of  the Museum meeting 
held to find volunteers for BCM   

DCB’s faculty and staff. 
"I got a lot of questions of, 

'Why didn't you want to get out 
of Bottineau? Why would you go 
to a two year school instead of a 
four year?' and isn't it like going 
to high school," Rybchinski said. 
"But, I can tell you that's not the 
case at all. A lot of people think I 
didn't get the college experience, 
but I did." 

Rybchinski earned an associ-
ate of arts degree and associate 
of science degree. She will at-
tended the University of North 
Dakota this fall to study toward 
a Master’s Degree in nutrition 
and dietetics. 

During Rybchinski's time at 
DCB, she played softball, was a 
member of the student senate 
and Phi Theta Kappa Chapter 
and was a resident assistant at 
Milligan Hall. Her parents are 

Travis and Codi Rybchinski, 
with Travis being the head hock-
ey coach of DCB’s men’s hockey 
team.

Outside of the students 
earning their certificates and 
degrees, Angie Bartholomay, 

retired science faculty mem-
ber at DCB, was granted 
emeritus status recogni-
tion, and Tim Davis, retired 
adjunct faculty member in                                                
speech at DCB, was granted an 
honored degree.

1984 to today. Back then, we 
still had people that remem-
bered ‘When the lights came 
on.’ Today, electricity is taken 
for granted. When we flip a                                                  
switch, we expect something to 
come on.

As Erickson retires near the 
end of the month, he is pleased 
with the time he has spent at 
North Central.

“NCEC was/is a great place to 
work,” Erickson said. “The co-op 
allows employees to continue 
to grow and to learn, which I 
enjoyed. 

“The co-op provides a 
valuable service, and I am 
proud that I helped with 
that effort. I also appreci-
ated that the co-op encourages                                             
employees to be active in the 
community.”

Erickson added that he will 
miss NCEC, but is looking for-
ward to retirement.

“In retirement, I will miss 
helping others, writing for the 
North Dakota Living magazine 
and my coworkers,” Erickson 
said. “I am retiring to spend 
more time with my grandkids, 
to travel more and to do more 
camping.”

 

Pete Erickson .                               (Submitted photo)
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Free for all youth entering Grades 1-6 Fall of 2025

Register by: May 27

To register, call or stop by the church office • 228-2228

(Late registrations will be accepted until full capacity)

 Fri: 9am-11:30am
Tues – Thurs: 9am-3pm

June 3-6
Donations Accepted

Children: grades 1-6

Day 
Camp

Bring a sack lunch Tuesday-Thursday

Hosted by First            
Lutheran Church, 701 

Main St., Bottineau
Deborah L. Nelson,

Bottineau School Business Manager Officer

BOTTINEAU SCHOOL DISTRICT ELECTION
NOTICE OF

Notice is hereby given that the annual school district election of 
the Bottineau School District #1 will be held on June 10, 2025 
at the Bottineau School Elementary Commons Area (301     
Brander Street). Enter using the Holwell Auditorium doors.

The polls will be open from 11:00 a.m. and will continue 
to be open until 7:00 p.m. on that day. The purpose of the                
election is to elect three school board  members (all at-large 
positions) for a duration of three years for each position.

If auxiliary aids are required to vote, contact Deborah                  
Nelson at 701-228-2266 at least five days prior to election.

The question of whether to publish in the 
official newspaper, minutes of the school 

board meetings, will also be voted on.

candidates on ballot:

Meghan Kjelshus

Shawn Shultz          

Heather Thompson 

Katie Tofteland       

BOUNDARY CO-OP AGRO
Boissevain, Manitoba  |  204-534-2411

George 204-534-7995
Brooke 204-534-0651

Stretch your dollar further north of the border!

We carry full lines of:
• Hi-Hog Farm & Ranch Equipment
• TUFF Livestock Equipment
• Trouw Feeds
• Bin monitors & connectivity
• and Much More!

We are authorized dealers for
Meridian, AGI & CORR Grain

By the late Richard P. 
Holm, MD

Mrs. B came into the emer-
gency room one night, years ago, 
with some stress related issue. 
After taking her history, I began 
to suspect there was something 
else bothering her. 

As I was beginning her 
physical exam she blurted out, “I 
know there is a breast mass but 
you’re not going to send me to 
any breast cancer doctor.” She 
had already decided to avoid 
standard treatment and her next 
comment explained why, “My 
aunt suffered because of awful 
unnecessary surgery and che-
motherapy,” she said. I sensed 
there was no changing her mind 
and that meant trouble for my 
patient.

The story evolved as my 
patient’s breast cancer grew and 
eroded through her skin to be-
come a weeping and tender sore. 
She soon sought out unconven-
tional treatment by a non-phy-
sician from a neighboring town 
with an internet degree of some 
kind who promised to help her. 
The treatment involved a curi-
ous machine with flashing lights 

and an unusual noise which 
apparently indicated which 
group of herbal supplements the 
patient needed to buy in order to 
cure the cancer “naturally.”  

More women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer than any 
other malignancy, except for 
skin cancer. If the breast cancer 
hasn’t spread outside of breast 
tissue, then, with treatment, the 
five-year survival is about 99 
percent. If the cancer has spread 
to lymph nodes just outside the 
breast, then, with treatment, the 
five-year survival is about 90 
percent. 

Even if the cancer has spread 
to distant parts of the body, 
which happens only in about 
6 percent of the cases, then, 
with treatment, more than 25 
percent are still alive after five 
years. Since 1989, the number of 
people who die from breast can-
cer has been steadily decreas-
ing, which is the direct result of 
improved methods for breast 
cancer screening, detection and 
treatment. 

My patient died less than a 
year from our meeting in the 
emergency room. I still regret 
not convincing her to get help 

from a science-based breast 
cancer physician. She may have 
lived years longer and in more 
comfort. Many people are now 
being saved who were previously 
lost to all types of cancers. Even 
when lifesaving is not possible, 
current cancer treatment can at 
least improve the quality of the 
time that remains.  

Bottom line: The fear of death 
and the fear of suffering keep 
some people from seeking medi-
cal help. Please shed those fears 
and seek science-based help. 

 Window Cleaning Service  
will make your  

windows
 sparkle 
& shine

Call Don @ 776-5616
Celebrating 43 years 

of clean windows!

DIRTY WINDOWS?

Keller’s 
Briteway

Prairie Doc: Shed fears of cancer treatment


