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morning.

Winter is back

Merchants around Grafton were busy cleaning snow from their sidewalks. Realtor Jean
Jiskra shovels snow from out in front of her business, Country Realty, early Wednesday
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side and meeting with potato
farmers.

aJ just started on Oct.
1, soIhaven't been in the
company super long, but
since then my job has been
driving around the country
and meeting with farm-
ers, making plans for next
year, bringing new grow-
ers into the project: we will
keep needing more growers
this year and the year after.
Come this summer, I will
continue to meet with farm-
ers as well as crop scouting,
running trials to bring on
new varieties and I'm sure
more things will develop as I
get further into the job?

To prepare for his
new position, Rudnik
went to Agristo's loca-
tions in Belgium and the
Netherlands for two weeks,
which included getting to
see how the factories work,
seeing all their equip-
ment as well as their potato
seed operations. How they
did things there differed
immensely from what
Rudnik was used to doing
and seeing here in Walsh
County, and those new per-
spectives will be huge mov-
ing forward in his position.

aGetting to see how things
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are done is going to help me
understand how I can help
farmers here with certain
practices that Agristo wants
to implement. Actually see-
ing how they handle the
potatoes and store them in
boxes and seeing the equip-
ment at work will help me be
able to give advice to grow-
ers here, especially on the
seed side of things. The seed
producers are really where
the changes will be made?

Ground broke for Agristo's
Grand Forks location in early
September, but the timeline
before operation will be a
little while yet.

Rudnik says, 2Roughly,
fall of 2028 is going to be
what they call a “fine tuning
period' + when the factory
first turns on, equipment
may not be in the right order
and different things will
need to be hooked up. There
might be one truck a week as
they get the equipment run-
ning and train employees.
The first part of 2029 is when
the plant plans to be in full
operation. Getting familiar
with European varieties and
their different quirks will be
huge. Come the 2028 crop
year, producers themselves
will have enough potatoes
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for the factory (to operate)
from January 2029 to August,
then the 2029 crop will start
processing?

Rudnik goes on to talk
about exactly where con-
sumers can find the potatoes
that go through Agristo fac-
tories.

aAgristo makes the fro-
zen grocery store pota-
toes, not food service like
McDonald's. Their bread
and butter is grocery store
french fries. With french fries
coming from Agristo now
being distributed in North
America, they can cut out
the freight. All their variet-
ies are bred for dry land, not
irrigation, and the Red River
Valley is one of the last places
left that would make a good
home for their varieties?

The Red River Valley is
unique in many ways and
because of its uniqueness
was specifically chosen
as Agristo's first North
American factory location.
Rudnik says it was chosen
for the level of comfort it
brought to scouts that vis-
ited and the company looks
forward to working with and
cultivating relationships
with local growers.
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He said he has expressed
this to the people at DPI
many times over the years.
He is glad the state is look-
ing at some of the inad-
equacies and is cautiously
optimistic that changes may
be brought forth, especially
with the changes at DPI.

Former director of DPI
Kirsten Baesler has resigned
as the department's head to
take a position with the U.S.
Department of Education
Department. She has been
replaced by Levi Bachmeier,
who was formerly the West
Fargo School District busi-
ness manager. He was
appointed to the position
by North Dakota Governor
Kelly Armstrong.

Last week DPI released
its statewide performance
and assessment data for the
2024-25 school year. Federal
law requires schools to
provide an accountability
report. The report provides
information on graduation
rates, English, math and sci-
ence proficiency.

The North Dakota
Monitor reported that the
data collected showed a 2
percent increase in students
considered 2Choice Ready®
over the previous year,
increasing to 73 percent of
all North Dakota students. A
student can become Choice
Ready for post-secondary
education, military service,
workforce or essential skills
through courses and other
opportunities offered at

their schools.

The 73 percent for 2024-
25 is much higher than dur-
ing the 2020-21 school year
where that Choice Ready
figure was at 45 percent.

Individual performance
rates for schools and dis-
tricts in the state can be
found at insights.nd.gov/
education.

The Grafton School
District performance over-
view for all grades, which
includes students in 3
through 8 and 10 grade
using the standard assess-
ment for English Language
Arts (ELA), which is the
core subject that teaches
students how to effectively
read, write, speak, listen
and use languagem has
improved over last year.
This year's assessment
showed that 30 percent of
the students were profi-
cient in ELA. Statewide the
proficiency rate was at 36
percent. Students show-
ing advanced ELA were at
3 percent compared to the
state's average of 4 percent.
Grafton's ELA score back
in 2023-24 was 24 percent
compared to the state's 31
percent.

Math proficiency in
2024-25 showed Grafton
students at 12 percent with
the statewide proficiency
at 24 percent. Students in
Grafton showing advanced
skills in math was at 7 per-
cent, where statewide that
figure was at 17 percent. In
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2025 GMC Sierra Denali Ultimate

5. 964,900

2022 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT

rice $44,900
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2018 GMC Sierra SLT 1500

rrce 934,900
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2019 GMC Acadia Denali
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2019 Chev Traverse AWD
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2023 Chev Silverado 1500

rice946,900

2019 GMC Sierra 3500 SLT

Price 347'900

2018 Chevy Silverado 1500

mice 931,900

2023 Chev Suburban High Country

Price 3591900

2021 Chev Blazer AWD RS
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2021 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT

rice $36,900
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2019 Chev Silverado 2500HD
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2018 Chev S|Iverado 500
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2022 Buick Envision AWD
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2022 Chev Equinox AWD
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Price

Stop in at Hansons and check out
the deals we have waiting for you!

2021GMC S|erra 1500 AT4

$39,900

2021 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT

$38,900

2022 Ram 1500 Quad Cab

$26,900

Price

2017 Chev Silverado 1500

$29,900

2020 Buick Envision AWD

$20,900

2022 Chev Traverse LT AWD

$26,900

2023-24 those figures were
at 14 percent with the state
average at 30 percent.

Science proficiency in
2024-25 in Grafton was
between 20-24 percent,
with the statewide aver-
age being 26 percent. The
advanced category in sci-
ence showed the Grafton
district at 10 to 14 percent
with the statewide average
at 12 percent. In 2023-24
the proficiency statewide
was at 32 percent whereas
the Grafton district was
between 30-34 percent.

Some of the discrepan-
cies in scores from 2023-24
to 2024-25 can be attrib-
uted to DPI changing its
test provider, platform and
questions used to measure
English, math and science
proficiency.

Other business:

- The district is continu-
ing to accept applications
for open administrative
and hourly positions for
the 2026-27 school year.
According to Albrecht
a timeline for the busi-
ness manager's position
will involve advertising in
December, January and part
of February. Interviews are
to be conducted in the last
week of February and the
first week in March with
hopes of filling the position
on April 1 to be part of the
regular business through
the months of May and
June.

2019 GMC Sierra 1500 AT4

rice 931,900

2022 GMC Sierra SLT 1500

Price $45 900

2020 Chevy Silverado 1500

rice 924,900

2009 Chev Express AWD

pice 96,900

2012 Buick Enclave AWD

s $7,900

2017 Cadillac CTS AWD

sa $16,900
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WE'LL FIND IT FOR YOU!!
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