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Wanner, Kluver, Rothstein and Murphy cleared for ballot; absentee voting opens July 9
BY EVAN BUTOW
The Dickinson Press

DICKINSON — Four 
candidates will vie Aug. 
18 for the lone open seat 
on the Dickinson City 
Commission, city officials 
confirmed Tuesday.

The city election board 
certified that Amber 
Wanner, Dean Kluver, 
Matthew Rothstein and 
Russell Murphy each sub‑
mitted at least 247 valid 
petition signatures, the 
minimum North Dakota 
law requires to appear on 
the ballot.

The special election 
will be Dickinson’s third 
citywide vote in 14 
months.

Election day is Monday, 
Aug. 18. Polls will run 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. at the 
Biesiot Activities Center 

on the Dickinson State 
University campus. 
Absentee ballots become 

available July 9; residents 
may request one by mail 
or vote absentee in 

person at City Hall as 
soon as ballots arrive 
from the printer. 

Candidates must file cam‑
paign finance reports 
with the city between 
July 10 and July 18.

Commissioner John 
Odermann resigned April 
15 to become state direc‑
tor for U.S. Rep. Julie 
Fedorchak, leaving two 
years on his unexpired 
term. Because the next 
regular municipal elec‑
tion will not occur until 
2026, Dickinson will run 
the election itself  at an 
expected cost similar to 
the March 11 recall that 
cost taxpayers about 
$28,000.

Amber Wanner:
Filed May 13 

Wanner manages the 
Dickinson outlet of  Fac‑
tory Motor Parts, oversee‑
ing day‑to‑day staffing 
and inventory. Her résu‑
mé also includes work in 

music performance, elder 
care and small business 
management. Although 
this is her first bid for 
public office, she says the 
breadth of  her experience 
would help her tighten 
city spending, increase 
transparency and serve 
residents who feel 
under‑represented.

Dean Kluver:
Filed May 13 

Kluver finished a close 
third in the 2024 commis‑
sion race behind Joe Ridl 
and John Odermann and 
has remained a familiar 
figure in the community 
philanthropic scene and 
at City Hall since that 
contest. He co‑owns Dean 
Kluver and Son, a coat‑
ing‑application firm he 
operates with his father 
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An empty Dickinson City Commission room set for the four incumbent city 
commissioners

Election on A4

Four candidates certified for Aug. 18 special election

BY EVAN BUTOW
The Dickinson Press

KILLDEER, N.D.
A private-owned 

appraisal firm run 
by a top city 

official in nearby 
Dickinson has landed a 

$149,000 contract to 
reassess all of Killdeer’s 
properties — even as that 
official faces mounting 
backlash at home over 

steep tax valuation hikes.
The Killdeer City Com‑

mission voted May 5 to 
award the revaluation job 
to U.S. Appraisal Service 

of  North Dakota, LLC, 
edging out a slightly 
higher $150,000 bid from 
Iowa-based Vanguard 
Appraisals. The deciding 

factor wasn’t cost, offi‑
cials said — it was tim‑
ing. While Vanguard 
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Dickinson City Assessor Joe Hirschfeld III during the April 9 Dickinson Board of Equalization meeting.

Contract on A4

Killdeer officials say they prioritized speed, but were unaware Hirschfeld was facing public 
backlash and had not secured approval for outside work in his home city

Dickinson assessor gets $149K  
Killdeer contract amid local uproar

Former PBR finalist Beni 
Paulson channels rodeo grit into 
an inspiring country anthem, 
blending high-energy fiddle and 
bass with lyrics rooted in hope, 
strength and everyday resilience
BY RUBYANN 
STIEGELMEIER
The Dickinson Press

RICHARDTON, N.D. — 
Lead singer of  the Nash‑
ville recording band 
Breaking Eight and for‑
mer Professional Bull 
Riding World Finals com‑
petitor Beni Paulson has 
released his latest single. 
Titled “8 Seconds 
Strong,” the track fuses 
country fiddle melodies 

and a driving bass 
rhythm with a message 
of  positivity and 
resilience.

“In eight seconds, you 
can do anything,” Paul‑
son said in a recent exclu‑
sive interview with The 
Dickinson Press. “You 
can be nice to someone, 
you can help someone 
out, or you can open a 
door for somebody.”

Paulson described the 
song as a continuation of  

Breaking Eight’s mission 
to spread hope and 
courage.

“I want people to leave 
our shows feeling better 
about themselves and 
doing good things,” he 
said. “At a minimum, I 

want all my music to 
have at least a little bit of  
a positive influence.”

“8 Seconds Strong” 
opens with a head-turn‑
ing guitar lick and dives 
into a poetic account of  a 
bull rider’s perspective in 

the moments just before 
the gate swings open. A 
high-energy bassline 
drives the momentum, 
while the chorus draws 
parallels between bull 
riding and life’s daily 
challenges.

“No matter what tries 
to buck me off, I got a 
heart built for holding 
longer,” Paulson sings in 
the chorus. “When the 
fear and the pain are 

Photo courtesy of Beni Paulson
The bandmembers of Breaking Eight.

Band on A2

New single from Richardton-based band ‘Breaking Eight’
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projected completion by 
2032, U.S. Appraisal com-
mitted to finishing by 
2027.

What Killdeer officials 
didn’t know, according to 
city spokespersons, was 
that the winning bidder’s 
owner — Dickinson City 
Assessor Joe Hirschfeld 
III — has been at the cen-
ter of  a heated tax revolt 
in his own city.

In recent months, 
many Dickinson resi-
dents have packed city 
and county meetings to 
protest residential valua-
tions that soared 30 to 100 
percent following a long-
delayed reassessment. 
While the Stark County 
Board of  Equalization 
ultimately upheld the 
new figures, at least 144 
formal appeals remain 
unresolved.

Hirschfeld encouraged 
Stark County Commis-
sioners to overturn a 15% 
cap, established by the 
city of  Dickinson in 
response to backlash, 
during the Stark County 
Board of  Equalization 
meeting. He defended the 
hikes while citing a back-
log dating to the oil boom 
and noting his two-per-
son office is still playing 
catch-up.

“Four times the city of  
Dickinson had the oppor-
tunity to do a full resi-
dential revaluation,” he 
told county officials. 
“Four times they 
declined.”

Killdeer last underwent 
a full revaluation in 2015. 
Its lone Class II assessor 
also serves Dunn County 
and could not take on the 
extensive workload, city 
officials said. That left 
the commission to choose 
between two external bid-
ders — unaware, they say, 
of  the turmoil surround-
ing one.

“Time frame specifical-
ly was key,” a city spokes-
person explained. “It was 
briefly discussed but 
essentially out of  the 
scope of  work our city 

assessor could perform 
given his day-to-day 
work.”

Yet even the contract-
ing process raises 
questions.

Under Dickinson’s 
municipal code, employ-
ees may pursue outside 
work only if  it does not 
conflict with their official 
duties and is approved in 
advance. The policy, out-
lined in Section 42.31 of  
the city handbook, 
requires staff  to submit 
written requests to their 
department heads, who 
then forward them to 
human resources for 
review.

City officials confirmed 
that Hirschfeld had not 
yet filed the necessary 
paperwork, and con-
firmed that the contract 
with Killdeer cannot be 
finalized until that pro-
cess is completed.

While Hirschfeld has 
cited limited staffing in 
Dickinson as a factor 
contributing to delayed 
assessments and valua-
tion increases, his 

decision to take on a sep-
arate revaluation project 
in Killdeer has prompted 
further scrutiny over 
how he will manage both 
roles.

The contract with Kill-
deer remains in draft 
form, pending legal 
review. Officials say resi-
dents will receive mailed 
notices and open-house 

invitations before any 
fieldwork begins.

Hirschfeld, who found-
ed U.S. Appraisal Service 
in 2020, declined to com-
ment on how the Killdeer 
job might affect his work 
in Dickinson, telling The 
Press, those questions 
would be answered once 
the contract was 
finalized.

Whether those answers 
will satisfy both commu-
nities remains to be seen. 
National standards urge 
assessors to avoid outside 
work that may even 
appear improper, and the 
State Board of  Equaliza-
tion, which meets in 
August, can scrutinize 
potential conflicts during 
its annual review.

Hirschfeld has not dis-
closed how the additional 
work in Killdeer might 
impact his ability to com-
plete Dickinson’s remain-
ing reappraisals or carry 
out his official duties as 
city assessor.

For now, Killdeer’s con-
tract — and Hirschfeld’s 
dual roles — await final 
sign-off.

CONTINUED from A1
CONTRACT
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The Outside of Killdeer City Hall

and volunteers regularly 
with United Way of  Dick-
inson. He says his cam-
paign will again empha-
size economic develop-
ment, a wider range of  
affordable housing and 
stronger citizen engage-
ment in municipal 

decisions. Like the other 
candidates, Kluver has 
not previously held elect-
ed office.

Matthew Rothstein:
Filed May 11 

A 24‑year U.S. Army vet-
eran, Rothstein joined the 

city’s Planning and Zon-
ing Commission in April. 
He works as health, safe-
ty and environmental 
manager for oil‑field con-
tractor YES LLC, develop-
ing workplace‑safety pro-
grams and regulato-
ry‑compliance plans. 
Rothstein says his plat-
form centers on individu-
al liberties, smaller gov-
ernment, transparency 

and lower taxes.
Russ Murphy: 
Filed May 14 

Murphy combines experi-
ence in public safety and 
finance. He served with 
the Dickinson Fire 
Department from 2010 
until retiring as a lieuten-
ant in 2021. He is now a 
senior wealth adviser at 
Bravera and has managed 
real‑estate and 

investment portfolios for 
clients. On the campaign 
trail Murphy has empha-
sized forging stronger 
connections between city 
government and neigh-
borhoods, but has not yet 
released a detailed policy 
platform.

Up-to-date election 
information is available 
at dickinsongov.com or by 
calling 701-456-7744.

Wanner Rothstein Kluver  Murphy  
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North Dakota Republican Party division 
apparent as new chair elected in split vote
BY MICHAEL 
ACHTERLING
North Dakota Monitor

BISMARCK — A divid-
ed North Dakota Republi-
can Party elected a new-
comer as its new chair 
Saturday, June 14, with a 
nearly tied vote reflecting 
a split in the party.

Matthew Simon, vice 
chair for NDGOP District 
8, who met many State 
Committee members for 
the first time at the meet-
ing, narrowly defeated 
longtime party member 
Shane Goettle for the 
position.

The NDGOP State Com-
mittee, made up of  dis-
trict chairs from around 
the state, also passed res-
olutions criticizing 
actions from the recent 
legislative session. 
Republicans hold all 
elected statewide offices 
and supermajorities in 
the Legislature.

“It’s obvious they don’t 
think much of  the gover-
nor and the Legislature,” 
said Speaker of  the 
House Robin Weisz, 
R-Hurdsfield, who partic-
ipated in the meeting as a 
proxy. “That, to me, was 
very apparent through-
out the day. There’s a def-
inite shift in the party.”

Goettle, a former 
national committeeman 
who previously worked 
for U.S. Sen. John 

Hoeven, sought to bring 
his experience to the 
party chair position. For-
mer chair Sandi Sanford 
did not seek reelection.

It took five rounds of  
secret ballot voting 
before a chair emerged, 
according to those who 
attended the meeting, 
which was not open to 
the public.

Former lawmaker Judy 
Estenson withdrew from 
consideration on Satur-
day, which led to Goettle 
and Simon tied at 23-23. 
Goettle was viewed as a 
more establishment can-
didate while Simon saw 
support from the rising 
populist wing of  the 
party.

After lunch, the vote 
shifted to 24-22 in favor of  
Simon.

“I think the outcome 
really does reflect the 
division of  our party, and 
the party needs to be gov-
erned with that division 
in mind as a reality,” 
Goettle said Monday.

Simon said disagree-
ments are bound to come 
up as the party moves 
forward.

“I was very upfront 
with my social and fiscal 
conservative leanings,” 
he said. “However, I have 
always been one that has 
an open ear to anybody 
that comes with a good-
faith argument and is a 
well-reasoned person.”

Rep. Bernie Satrom, 
R-Jamestown, chair of  
NDGOP District 12, said 
he believes the right-wing 
members of  the State 
Committee have a “gener-
al disdain” for Republi-
can legislators and state-
wide officeholders.

A resolution passed 
Saturday expresses disap-
pointment with the prop-
erty tax bill backed by 
the governor and adopted 
by lawmakers, calling it 
insufficient and inade-
quate. Another resolution 
criticized the governor 
for vetoing a library con-
tent bill and expressed 
disappointment that law-
makers failed to override 
the veto.

“There’s just a general 
nastiness that’s just not 
necessary,” Satrom said. 
“We can affirm protect-
ing our children. We can 
affirm being concerned 
about what kind of  
things they have access 
to. But it’s really counter-
productive to throw the 
governor and legislators 
under the bus.”

Satrom added he has 
not had much interaction 
with Simon, but he 
believed his business acu-
men makes him a quali-
fied candidate.

“I guess it’s going to be 
interesting to see if  he is 
going to want to unite the 
party or if  he wants to 
alienate and divide,” 

Satrom said.
When asked about the 

potential for Republican 
Party loyalty tests, Simon 
said the state party has a 
limited amount of  power 
over the endorsed candi-
dates and Republican 
members at the district 
level.

“As a voluntary associ-
ation, inevitably there is 
some sort of  litmus test, 
which is what the party 
platform is for,” he said. 
“As far as me standing 
here and dictating who is 
and isn’t a Republican, 
no, that would be wholly 
inappropriate. That’s not 
my call.”

Satrom called the right 
wing of  the party “out of  
step” with everyday 
Republicans in the state.

“I don’t think they par-
ticularly care for inde-
pendent thinking, and 
they like to do an educa-
tional process to kind of  
tell people what they 
should think,” Satrom 
said.

Rep. Karen Karls, Bis-
marck, chair of  NDGOP 
District 35, called it “wor-
rying” that she had not 
met Simon before Satur-
day’s meeting, while 
there were two other 
experienced candidates 
well known in the party.

She said she was 
offended by some com-
ments made by commit-
tee members about state 

lawmakers.
“I kind of  felt bullied, 

frankly,” Karls said. “No 
matter how much you 
tried to reason with peo-
ple, to explain your point 
of  view, to explain what 
your experience is, it 
didn’t matter.”

The meeting also fea-
tured about 20 new 
Republican district 
chairs, Goettle said, 
including some who had 
not previously held lead-
ership positions. He 
added he respects the 
results of  the leadership 

election and plans to con-
tinue advocating for 
Republican candidates 
and the state party.

“I think new energy is 
always good and I think 
there’s a balance between 
having consistency and 
new energy, between hav-
ing reliable, trusted 
structure versus trying 
new things,” Goettle said.

Amy Dalrymple contrib-
uted to this report.

This story was 
originally published on 
NorthDakotaMonitor.com
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Matthew Simon, of rural Bismarck, was elected chair of 
the North Dakota Republican Party on Saturday, June 
14.
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