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Foster Co. requests $4.2M from CPKC

Reimbursement would cover damages incurred to county roads following Bordulac train derailment —

BY ERIK GJOVIK

Heavy equipment dispatched
to Bordulac in the wake of the train
derailment incident on July 5, 2024,
went a long way in helping to keep
the event from becoming truly
catastrophic.

However, the weight of the
semis, blades, water trucks and
other vehicles
traveling to and
from the scene
has caused sig-
nificant dam-
age to two Foster County roadways.

Ataspecial meeting of the Board
of Commissioners Monday morn-
ing, Jan. 27, the board, along with
Road Foreman Nate Monson and
county engineer Mike Rivinius
of Wold Engineering, met with a
representative of Canadian Pa-
cific Kansas City (CPKC) Railroad
to discuss the county’s request for
reimbursement from the railway to
cover the cost of road repair.

Commissioner David Utke said
the county is seeking a total of $4.2
million from CPKC, of which $3.9
million of that total would go toward
fixing the Bordulac Road (County
Road 1613 or 74th Avenue NE south
of N.D. Highway 200), and $300,000
for the Murphy Highway (County
Road 1614 or 1st Street SE).

Costs were calculated in an es-
timate provided to the commission

This courtesy photo provided by Foster County Road Foreman Nate Monson shows the damages on an

approach to the Murphy Highway (County Road 1614/1st Street SE), where a semi truck hauling railroad ties
to deliver to the Bordulac train derailment site last July got stuck in a ditch.

by Wold Engineering in August.
The moneywould be used to pave a
three-inch overlay on the Bordulac
Road, and for patch-up work on the
Murphy Highway.

Speaking to the commission,
CPKC'’s Brent Hills stated that their
reports from the incident showed
a total of 912 incoming truck loads
and 188 outgoing.

Hills also noted that their engi-
neering firm, HDR, calculated an
average yearly vehicle usage study
on both the roads, and came up
with 4,018 vehicles for Bordulac and

5,114 for Murphy.

In discussion with the board,
Monson questioned the numbersin
therailway’s incidentreport, saying
that CPKC's figures were based on
trucks that were hauling in equip-
ment and represented a partial
number of those going out. For
instance, the company did not track
road materials, waste transportation
and water trucks, he said.

Weight restrictions on the two
roads are up to 105,500 pounds
for non-divisible, oversized loads,
above which contractors must ap-
ply and receive a permit for usage.

Also, many vehicles were in the
roadway when loading and unload-
ing cargo, which caused further
damage, and often sat unattended
while putting additional stress on
the pavement, added Monson.

Monson said that his office did
not process a permit request until
several days following the derail-
ment, and issued a total of 12 per-
mits for a five-month period. While
notall trucks are in need of permits,
he said it would have helped in
tracking the loads.

The commission told Hills that
the county uses a computerized
system called LoadPass, accessible
at loadpasspermits.com. There is
also alink on the Foster County web
page, www.fostercounty.com, un-
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Camden Ronningen, center, is pictured with his parents, Tim and Christy Ronningen.

Courtesy photo.

Carrington sales tax

numbers increase 21%

BY AMY WOBBEMA

“Records are meant for
breaking,” Carrington City
Auditor Jennifer Gast said
Monday, because that’s
exactly what happened
with sales tax collections
in the city for the fifth year
in a row.

In 2023, city
sales tax revenue
eclipsed the $1
million mark for (%
the first time in
the city’s history.

Last year the numbers
climbed even higher, and
the Central City collected
$1,311,093.98 in sales tax
revenue.

The total represents an
increase of more than 21%
over 2023, the largest year-
over-year increase of the

past five years.

“Healthy sales tax col-
lection continues to be a
financial bright spot for not
only supporting Economic
Development programs,
but also for city infrastruc-
ture needs. Strong sales tax
collection reduces the need
to levy additional property

tax,” Gast said.
The city col-
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tax. Of that total,
half, or 1% is used
to offset the 2014
street improvement
special assessments and
pay for water main debt
service (Fund 218). Gast
said $655,547.02 was put
into Fund 218 last year, up
from $540,000 in 2023.
The other 1% is split be-
tween economic develop-
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ment and city infrastructure
(Fund 228).

The amount of sales
tax paid out to the city’s
economic development
fund (325) in 2024 totaled
$491,660.19, Gast said.

According to Carrington
Chamber and Economic
Development Corporation
(CCEDC) Executive Direc-
tor Laurie Dietz, city eco-
nomic development funds
assisted 36 entities at a cost
of $316,000 in 2024. Of the
12 programs CCEDC cur-
rently administers, 10 were
utilized by local businesses
and organizations last year.

The program most often
used to assist businesses is
the Bank of North Dakota
FlexPACE Interest Buydown

See TAX, page 5
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Binford boy receives love, community
support after tumor diagnosis —

BY ERIK GJOVIK

Six-year-old Camden
Ronningen of Binford has
a wide-eyed wonder of the
world around him, and has
many of the interests that
young boys his age hold dear.

The son of Tim and Chris-
ty Ronningen, Camden is an
avid fan of Legos, the show
Bluey and Star Wars, and
follows the NFL very closely,
particularly players Tyreek
Hill and Derrick Henry. He
idolizes his three older sib-
lings, brothers Lakin and

Keaten and sister Teagen,
and loves the color red, cats
and dogs.

In the pastfew days, Cam-
den’s and his family’s world
has taken a turn for the scary
and unpredictable, as he
was diagnosed with a brain
tumor Monday, Jan. 20.

“Camden’s been hav-
ing symptoms of fatigue,
vomiting, headaches and
vision changes since July,”
his mother, Christy, said.
“We’ve been doctoring for

See CAMDEN, page 5
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Graphic by Amy Wobbema. Source: Carrington City Auditor Jennifer Gast.
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