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VALLEY-EDINBURG SCHOOL VOTE

Voters reject referendum for Valley-Edinburg School

Officials remain
committed to providing

quality education
BY TODD MORGAN

REGION—Voters in the Valley-
Edinburg School District rejected a debt
limitincrease and bond referendum on
Tuesday, which would have authorized
the district to close the Crystal building
and invest approximately $15.2 million

to support long-term safety, accessi-
bility and high quality education at the
Hoople and Edinburg schools.
Unofficial vote tallies were 180 votes
in favor and 455 votes against for the
debt limit increase, and 174 in favor

and 463 votes against for the bond ref-
erendum. The first question needed a
majority of the vote to pass, and the
second question required 60 percent
of the vote to pass.

The bond referendum sought to fund

arange of improvements at the Hoople
and Edinburg buildings, including new
classroom space, improved building
security, ADA compliance and new per-

SeeV-E SCHOOL on page A-10
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Rescue dog becomes
official police dog

BY STEPH CRONJE

RAYTON—A lot can happen in

one year. Transformations can

happen, lives can change and

purposes can be found, which

is exactly the turn of events that Freeway

the German shepherd has gone through

this past year. After spending the winter of

2023/2024 alone, roaming along Interstate

29, Freeway was eventually caught and

brought to Animal Elskan Inn in Park River
for some warmth, rest and recovery.

It did not take long before Freeway was

adopted, the Mattice family recognizing

something special in him right away. Ian

Runnings hosts grand
opening in Grafton

Photo by Todd Morgan
Drayton Police Chief lan Mattice and new canine Officer Freeway enjoy some time
outside before making the rounds. Freeway had a bit of a rough start to life after
being abandoned near the Drayton area and spending all of the winter months
roaming along 1-29 until the fateful day of his rescue in March of 2024. The yellow
line to the right is the route Freeway traveled last winter.

Mattice, Drayton police officer, was privy to
the calls that were made during the months
when Freeway was seen along I-29, having
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tried to capture him himself on multiple
occasions. However, when Mattice and his
family were finally able to meet Freeway;,

they knew he would fit perfectly into their
pet friendly home, providing him with two
fur siblings of his own.

The assumption is that someone must
have dumped Freeway off along the inter-
state, cold and alone. Thinking back on
those early days, Mattice remembers how
at ease Freeway was when riding around
with him in his cop car ... a true surprise
given the circumstances.

“Freeway was found in April of 2024.
He was captured and taken to the Animal
Elskan Inn and we adopted him from there.
For a while, he would ride with me in the
cop car to get adjusted to me, bond with
me. It took no time for me to see this dog
had a heart for people. I thought he would
be alittle skittish, maybe a little feral, from
surviving the whole winter by himself. He
See FREEWAY on page A-10
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county auditor

Commission to
advertise position

BY TODD MORGAN

COUNTY—For the second
time in two years the Walsh
County Commission will begin
searching for a new auditor.
Current County Auditor Kristi
Quibell resigned her position
effective Monday, April 28. Also
tendering her resignation that
afternoon was deputy auditor
Anna Thompson.

After visiting with Quibell
and Walsh County Chairperson
Kristi Brintnell it was confirmed
that both ladies tendered their
resignations, not due to any
job-related issue or topic but
strictly for personal and pro-
fessional reasons. Quibell has
agreed to stay until June 30 and
see the county through the cur-
rent jail and new sheriff office
vote scheduled for May 13. She
will also be there for at least the
beginning phases of formulating
the 2026 budget. Thompson said
she would be willing to work in
a part-time capacity.

Quibell after much thought is
leaving to take a job with with
Weinlaeder Seed. Thompson
informed Quibell in her resig-
nation that she is finishing up
work on her masters.

“It was a tough decision, it
took about six weeks to decide
taking a new position was best
for me. I didn’t take the decision
lightly,” she said.

Working for a board, in this
case the county commission, is
different and especially if you
hadn’'t worked for one before,
but Quibell was forthright and
said her decision had nothing to
do with the commission.

“They have been nothing but
supportive and great to work
with,” she said. “I couldn’t have
asked for a better board to work
for and there is certainly no hard

feelings on my end. I enjoyed
my work and it was really chal-
lenging and I certainly don'’t
regret coming to work for the
county. At the end of the day;,
however, this opportunity came
up and I feel it will be a better
fit for me.”

Walsh County Commission
Chairperson Kristi Brintnell said
Quibell had been a good asset
for the county.

“She was there when we
switched over our software to
Tyler, which was a big change
and something the new auditor
won't have to deal with,” she
said.

Brintnell said that Quibell
told her she wasn’t looking for
another job but was sought out

‘Ifeel | have worked
too hard to have
things just unravel
and | will assist the
county any way | can
forasiongaslican.
Kristi Quibell

Walsh County auditor

by another business and the
offer was too good to pass up.

“The salary we offered her was
decent. I thought it was a good
salary and with the retirement
on top of that, which that part of
the package is often overlooked,
but from someone who worked
for 35 years that retirement is so
important,” she said.

Brintnell also said that the
county isn't a private business
and they aren’t in a position to
make a counteroffer.

“Iam super disappointed and
sad to see her go, but again we're
government and we just can’t
come back with a counteroffer,”

See COUNTY on page A-10

Retail store has wide
variety of products

BY TODD MORGAN

GRAFTON—Runnings retail store in
Grafton held its open house April 24-26.
Dennis and Adele Reed purchased
the chain of North Dakota Home of
Economy stores from the Kiesau family
last year.

Runnings is a retail chain that pri-
marily focuses on home, farm and
outdoor supplies. They offer a wide
range of products including clothing,
footwear, tools, sporting goods, pet
supplies and automotive accessories.
They also sell farm and ranch equip-
ment. They have been open in Grafton
since September and officially branded
the location in April.

Grafton’s store is open Monday
through Saturday from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Hcm Kk

and Sundays from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Store manager Jodie Lyman, who also
managed the Home of Economy before
it was sold, said the new owners have
been very helpful with training and
answering questions.

“Corporate has been willing to help
with anything we have needed help
with or if we needed training they pro-
vided it,” she said. “People have taken
time away from their own stores to
come and help us out.”

Lyman also said that Runnings would
like to create a larger location here in
Grafton or possibly build a bigger store.

For consumers wanting to know the
difference between Home of Economy
and Runnings, Lyman said, “The variety
of products we have. There is a larger
range of different products for farm,
home and automotive. There is a lot
more variety to the store, not to men-
tion we have a greenhouse.”

See RUNNINGS on page A-10

Photo by Todd Morgan
Taking part in the Thursday ribbon cutting are, front from left, Grafton Area Chamber of Commerce Director
Shirley Burns, store manager Jodie Lyman and Grafton Mayor Chris West. Row 2: Leann Spangelo, Laura
Garcia, Reba Sloop and Tim Martin. Back: Aaron Meyer, Jonathan Sanchez, Ryan Dusek, Darrin Wollitz and
Nick Ziegelmann.
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loved meeting people no matter
where I took him.”

It wasn’t long before talks of
Freeway becoming a full-fledged
member of the Drayton police
force began. However, since
there has never been a K-9 unit
in Drayton, approval from the
Drayton City Council had to
come first. After receiving that
approval, Mattice sent in videos
of Freeway to a trainer from
Minnesota to see if he would
qualify for the necessary K-9

training.
“I arranged with a canine
trainer from around

Minneapolis, Andrew Helgerson.
He had me send a couple videos
of Freeway’s abilities, although
he had an injury to his paw; it
might have gotten in a trap or
something, if only he could talk
right Frostbite had taken most
of one of his bottom pads. Then,
an assessment was done to see
ifhe had the temperament and
the drive to learn and he passed;
he did really well. The only road
block was the fundraising and
I had talked to the city about
the possibility of a K-9 unit and
since we are a small city, the
funds just weren't there.”

The only obstacle standing in
the way of Freeway becoming
a full-fledged member of the
Drayton police force was the
funding needed to send him
to a month-long training in
the cities. But, word spread
and the community stepped
in. With a few twists and turns
along the way, Freeway was sent
to training.

“Some of the members of the
community put on a meat raffle
and started a gun raffle and
we were successful in raising
enough to send Freeway to
training in the middle of January

COUNTY: Continued from page A-1

she said. “We deal with taxpayer
funds and budgets and we have
to be cognizant of that.”

Quibell has done a lot of work
with the budget and said it isn't
perfect, butit’s going in the right
direction.

“I had a vision of what the
budget would look like when I
handed it off to somebody and
that’s not how it’s going to be,
but I will continue to be a part
of it as long as I can,”she said.
“I feel I have worked too hard
to have things just unravel and
I will assist the county any way
I can for as long as I can and
since day one it has been what
isin the best interest of the tax-
payers. That has always been my
motto and I feel the same way
even in this transition.”

Quibell was with the county

V‘E SCHOOL: Continued from page A-1

formance, athletic and student support spaces.
The two buildings would have absorbed students
from the Crystal building, which was to be retired.

“It's hard to see something we worked extremely
hard on getrejected,” said Superintendent Kierstin
Hurtt. “But we respect the decision of our voters,
and this doesn’t change the commitment we have

to providing great education.”

Looking ahead the district faces the mounting

2025. He was there for about a
week when his wound got rein-
fected, so we had to pick him
up and take him to a specialist.
They decided it was in Freeway’s
best interest to amputate his left
foot on the backside.”

Mattice says that even though
Freeway had to have one of his
backlegs amputated, it did not
slow him down one bit.

“The trainer was pretty
excited about the opportu-
nity with Freeway. He had
only been there a week and he
saw a lot of promise. After his
leg healed from the amputa-
tion, they said they would be
willing to take him back. At the
beginning of February, he went
back to training for 8 weeks for
advanced training. They would
send us weekly training videos
and report cards. Even with
three legs, he was doing better
than some of the dogs with
four legs; he excelled. He com-
pleted his training this month,
in April. T had to go down and
do some training myself and this
last week was his first full week
working in the police car. He did
great and every day at school, he
loved the attention from the kids
and worked so well with them.”

Freeway’s training lasted a
grand total of nine weeks, his
amputation only setting back
his progress by one week.
Mattice says that prior to the
amputation, Freeway had a
continuously open wound and
it seemed to never want to close
back up, causing the infection
to keep getting worse. Even with
the use of antibiotics, the deci-
sion to amputate was clear.

“Healing was easy for Freeway
because he was so used to not
using that leg,” commented
Mattice.

To keep up with Freeway’s
story, Mattice started a Facebook
page called, “Following
Freeway,” where both videos
and photos of him can be found.

“I have always loved dogs, 1
have always had a dog and right
now [ have three; Freeway is the
smallest. I thought working with
a canine in this capacity would
be so cool but it is so expensive
normally, around $15,000. But
since he was a rescue and we
did not have to buy him, we as
a community were able to raise
the funds we needed. How it
worked out feels like this was
his purpose. He is here to do a
job and his temperament was
just perfect for it.”

Ultimately, it was Jeremy
Praska and Greg Andreen
who were able to successfully
captured Freeway. Those two
men, along with the help of
the Animal Elskan Inn and the
Mattice family, were just a few
of the hands that helped give
Freeway his second chance in
life, and Mattice can’'t help but
think that being a K-9 officer is
exactly what he was meant to
do. Bigger cities have budgets
for something like a K-9 unit,
but thanks to support from the
Drayton community, residents
can rest at ease knowing that
both Officer Mattice and now,
K-9 Officer Freeway, have their
backs.

“T'am all by myself in Drayton
so having Freeway is comforting,
someone to talk to. There is a
guy in town that tends to run
from the cops when in trouble
but recently, he told me, ‘I fig-
ured I could outrun you but I
didn’t think I could outrun the
dog.’ Freeway did his job just by
being present.”

for two years and Brintnell,
whose term as chairman has
also been challenging, said she
will be missed.

“I knew right away when we
hired her she was going to be a
good employee and I told the
rest of the commission that we
got ourselves a good one, I just
wish we could keep her, but it’s
an employee market.”

Brintnell said her plan going
forward that she will bring to
the next commission meeting
May 6 is to propose advertising
for a combined auditor/trea-
surer position and to see what
the other commissioners think
about that and go from there.

Since taking over the chairper-
son’s chair from Karen Anderson,
who didn’t seek reelection and
is currently serving District 19

in the North Dakota Legislature,
Brintnell has had to deal with
the resignation of emergency
manager Brent Nelson as well
as the upcoming vote on the
new jail and sheriff’s office, not
to mention the ongoing legis-
lative session. The switching
over of the county’s software
to Tyler and the combining of
the auditor and treasurer offices.
Brintnell said she is hoping to
keep Thompson on part time,
depending on her schedule.
“So we're hoping to keep her
in at least some capacity going
forward, but more than likely we
will have to post a job opening
and see what type of applicants
we get and who could best fit
where and go from there.”

challenges of maintaining and operating three
separate school buildings. The school board will
continue to explore alternative ways to address
buildings maintenance needs.

“We have challenges ahead and even though
voters rejected the referendum plan, the com-
munity is going to remain essential to finding

solutions,” said Hurtt. “I urge our residents to

continue to be a part of the process.”
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Currently the store employs
six people, seven including
Lyman.

“I would suggest people
look for their insert,” she said.
“I know they plan on running
one pretty regularly. It will show
the different bargains and what
is being featured for sale.”

Runnings also has an out-
door section complete with
fishing poles, tackle, ammu-
nition for rifles and shotguns.

Between Home of Economy
and Runnings Lyman has been
at the same location for more
than 10 years. Runnings is
located at the former Home of
Economy location in Grafton’s
Western Plaza next to Family
Dollar/Dollar Tree on Highway
17 West.

Theyhad their grand opening
last week from Thursday to
Saturday. Lyman said not only
is she seeing many of Home of
Economy’s former customers
come back, but

“We're also seeing lots of new
faces and former customers
of Home of Economy that we
haven't seen in a while.”

Runnings is dedicated to
offering top brands at the best
prices. The company’s pri-
orities are customer service,
product knowledge and fully
stocked shelves.

Lyman believes through her
experience in retail that the
big draw Runnings has is the
variety of products the store
has available and the prices.

“They have really, really good
prices here,” she said.

What people might not asso-
ciate with Runnings is that it
has a large selection of pet
supplies. According to Lyman,
she also has a large selection
of products for larger animals
like cows, pigs and chickens.

“We have just about every-
thing you need for chickens,”
she said. “We also have a lot of
veterinary products for those
animals. If someone wants to
come in and buy a whole pallet
of feed there is a discount for
that.”

While Lyman wishes she had
a bigger clothing department
the clothes she does have are
good quality working person’s

2022 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT

roee 948,900

2021 GMC Sierra 1500

roce 929,900

clothes.

“The majority of it is for
the working man, but we
have do have some women’s
Carhartt work pants,” she said.
“Runnings owns the Noble
brand so you won't be able to
find that brand in any stores
but Runnings. It’s really great
quality clothing at a really good
price.”

Runnings also has a wide
variety of tools and construc-
tion products and paint, and
like Lyman says there is a little
bit of everything in here.

“If we don't have it there is
a good chance we can get it,”
she said.

Currently the store is focused
on what the customers of this
region are looking for.

“The store is really focused
on its customers, what they
like, what they are buying,
and we're here to help them
find what they need.”

The Reeds along with their
son Brian Odegaard were in
the store on Friday greeting
customers and helping with
the grand opening sale and

2018 GMC Sierra SLT 1500

rece 934,900

BN -8

2022 GMC Sierra 2500HD AT4

e 957,900

Photos by Todd Morgan
Participating in Thursday’s ribbon cutting are, from left,
Brian Odegaard, and owners Adele and Dennis Reed.

seemed pleased with having
a store in Grafton.

“This is a great area and we
love Grafton,” Dennis Reed
said. “We have been friends
with the Kiesau family for many
years so we knew a little bit
about the community.”

Runnings purchased all
of North Dakota’s Home of
Economy stores.

Runnings he said was started
out in Marshall, Minnesota, by
Norman Reed in 1947.

“We have more than 75
years of retail experience,”
Dennis said. “We're dedicated
to offering top brands at the
best prices.”

Lyman said she is excited for
the new store.

“The owners are really the
most down-to-earth people
you would ever want to meet.
They are just remarkable,” she
said. “The way they came in
here and helped out, brought
in other employees. They also
hold manager meetings to
make sure everybody knows
what is going on and they are
in sync.”

2019 GMC Sierra 1500 AT4
Sale

Price $3] ,900

2022 GMC Sierra 1500

e 945,900

2022 GMC Sierra 2500 AT4

poce 997,900

2021 Chev Silverado 1500

e 934,900

2022 Chev Silverado 1500

rice 939,900

2022 GMC Sierra 1500

e 942,900

2022 GMC Yukon Denali

e 962,900

2017 GMC Yukon Denali

e 926,900

2022 Chev Tahoe LT

rie 947,900

2021 Chev Blazer AWD RS

e 931,900

2012 GMC Yokon XL Denli

$9 900

2015 GMC Yukon Denali

e $25,900

2022 Chev Tahoe High Country

e 959,900

2013 Chev Suburban LTZ

Pice 516 900

2020 Buick Envision AWD

rice 922, 900

2022 Buick Envision AWD

Poce $28,900

2014 Ford F150 Crew

rie $14,900

2017 Chevy Silverado 1500

e 929,900

2018 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT

e 929,900

2016 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT

rre 924, 900

2015 Chev Silverado 1500

e $12,900

2002 Chev Silverado 2500HD
I Sal
e 910,900 | | 7rc

-7

2011 GMC Sierra 1500

98,900

2018 Dodge Grand Caravan

e 910,900

Sale
Price

2010 GMC Terrain AWD

$7,900

2016 Jeep Cherokee Sport

Sale $6,900

Price

VIEW ALL NEW AND PRE-OWNED INVENTORY AT HANSONSAUTOND.COM

Chevrolef GMC

CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED

Hwy 17 W., Grafton
Phone 701-352-3600 or 800-279-3083

Open 8:00-5:00 Mon. - Fri. & 8:00 - Noon Sat.

=y GMC

If You Can’t Find What You're Looking For. . .

WE'LL FIND IT FOR YOU!!
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