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BUTTE
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
e Sunday School 10 a.m.
e Sunday Worship 11 a.m.
® 626-7589
MERCER
Our Savior’s Lutheran
e Sunday School 10 a.m.
e Worship 11 a.m.; 447-2694
Mercer Baptist Church
e Pastor Paul Stout
e Sunday School, 10 a.m.
e Worship, 11 a.m.
REGAN
Assembly of God Church
¢ Rev. Steve Denn
e Sunday School 10 a.m.
® Morning Worship, 11 a.m.
RIVERDALE
Riverdale Community Church
e Pastor Alan Hathway
e Sunday worship service, 9:00
a.m.
® 463-2665, pastor’s office
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
e Pastor Van Vechten Crane
e Sunday worship service, 11
a.m.
TURTLE LAKE
St. Catherine’s Catholic
Church
e Father Logan Obrigewitch.
e Sunday mass 8:30 a.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church
e Sunday Worship, 9:30 a.m.
e Sunday School, 10:30 a.m.
e 448-2551
Turtle Lake Baptist Church
e Steve Vetter
e Worship Service, 8:30 a.m.
® Prayer time, 9 a.m.
® 448-2222.
Seventh-Day Adventist
e Pastor Casper du Plessis
e Sabbath School, 10 a.m.
e Church Service, 11:10 a.m.
® 485-2698
St. Olaf Lutheran Church
e Worship, 9 a.m.
e Sunday School 10 a.m.
® 448-2698.
Turtle Lake Methodist Church
e Pastor Charles Springer
e Sunday Worship Service, 9 a.m.
® 448-2277
UNDERWOOD
Faith Evangelical Church
e Pastor Steve Gage
e Family Worship 9:30 a.m.
e Sunday School 11 a.m.
e We also offer a Facebook
Live worship service through the
church’s Facebook group.
¢ Website:
faithevangelicalunderwood.org.
Augustana Lutheran Church
e Worship Service, 10 a.m.
e Pastor Giselle Loucks
e Sunday School for Pre-K - 6th
Grade at 10:00am
New Life Curch
¢ 519 BORCHARDT AVE.
* Morning Worship, 11 a.m.
e 701-707-9852
St. Bonaventure Church
¢ Father Logan Obrigewitch
e Sunday Mass, 10:30 p.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church
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e Rev. Matt Thompson
e Worship Service, 2 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church
e Rural Pick City
e Worship service, 11 a.m.
WASHBURN
Birka Lutheran Church
e Worship Service, 8:30 a.m.
e Pastor Giselle Loucks
Journey Church
e Pastor Kayla Buckley
¢ 10 A.M. Worship Service
¢ Nursery (0-2), Preschool (2-5),
and Elementary Kids Church
(K-6th Grade) at same time as
morning service
First Lutheran Church
¢ Pastor Paul Krueger
¢ 709 Fifth Ave.
e Worship Service, 9:30 a.m.
e Sunday School, 10:45 a.m.
e Holy Communion first and
third Sunday of each month;
462-3775.
St. Edwin’s Catholic Church
e Father Logan Obrigewitch
e Saturday Mass 5:00 p.m.
e Rosary prayed 1/2 hour before
services.
United Methodist Church
e Pastor Annie Carlson
e Sunday School for preschool
to sixth grade,
9:30 a.m. (Sept. through May)
e Worship Service, 10:30 a.m.
® 462-3220
Washburn Baptist Church
e Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.
e Worship Service, 10:30 a.m.
WILTON
First Presbyterian Church
¢ Rev. Dr. Chuck Pedersen
e Sunday School 10 a.m. for
both children & adults.
e Sunday: Morning Worship,
11 am.
® Thursday: Women'’s Bible
Study, 1 p.m.
Mission Evangelical Free
Church

e Adult Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

e Worship Service 10:45 a.m.

e Awana, 6-7:30 p.m. Wed.

during the school year.

e 734-6959.

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
e Sunday Mass/Eucharist, 8:30
a.m.

e Holy Days: As announced.
St. Peter & Paul Ukrainian
Catholic Church

* Rev. Fr. George Pruys

e Saturday Confession, 4:00p.m.

e Divine Liturgy, 4:30 p.m.

¢ Holy Days: As Announced
Sunne Lutheran Church

e Sunday School, 9 a.m.

e Worship Service, 10 a.m.

¢ \Website: sunnelutheran.org

WING

Bethlehem Evangelical
Lutheran Church

e Pastor Trisha DeBoer

e Sunday School, 10 a.m.

e Worship Service, 11 a.m.

e Communion celebrated on the

first Sunday of each month and

major festivals.
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If you've spent any time
wandering under the shade
of a hackberry or maple in
North Dakota, you've prob-
ably noticed your tree’s leaves
sprouting some mighty pecu-
liar lumps. Not knots in the
wood, not hail damage, but
strange little bumps, cones
or marbles stuck to the leaves
and twigs. In fact, they look
downright unsightly and can
make your skin crawl.

Well, partner, those are
galls. And before you saddle
up with a sprayer and ride
into battle, let me tell you: this
is one showdown you don’t
need to win.

What in tarnation
is a gall?

Galls are abnormal growths
triggered when insects, mites
or fungi hijack a tree’s natu-
ral growth hormones. Think
of them as the plant world’s
version of scar tissue, except
instead of healing a wound,
the tree is responding to a
tiny intruder. The tree thinks
it’s doing its job, but it’s been
hornswoggled into building a
hideout for freeloaders.

In North Dakota, the most
common culprits are in-
sects. Hackberry nipple galls,
caused by psyllids (tiny,
jumping, sapsucking insects
about the size of an aphid), are
so widespread that most ar-
eas should expect them every
summer. Maples often sprout
bladder galls, courtesy of eri-
ophyid mites (microscopic
li" buggers). Oaks can host
the dramatic oak apple gall,
a round swelling that looks
like a ping-pong ball dangling
from a leaf. Willows, mean-
while, produce cone-shaped
galls at the tips of their leaves,
thanks to midges.

Each gall is a miniature eco-
system. Inside, the insect that
caused it is often feeding or
developing, protected by the
very tissue it manipulated the
tree into producing.

The insect lays its eggs, and
the tree obliges by growing a
protective bubble. The crit-
ter hunkers down inside, safe
from predators and pesticides
alike.

Now, you'd think our brutal
Zone 4 winters would freeze
these varmints straight out
of town. But no. Gallmakers
are tough. They overwinter in
buds or bark crevices, biding
their time until spring. Come
May, while you're still scrap-
ing frost off your windshield,
they're already setting up
shop in your tree’s fresh new

leaves.
The good, the bad,

and the bumpy
Here’s the part where I rein

in the drama. Galls look ugly,

BY PHAIDRA YUNKER
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Maple bladder galls caused by eriophyid mites appear on
the leaves of a silver maple.

sure. But for the most part,
they’re harmless.

A hackberry with nipple
galls may look rough by Au-
gust, but it will leaf out again
the following spring, none
the worse for wear. A maple
covered in bladder galls may
drop some leaves premature-
ly, but the tree’s overall vigor
remains intact.

The exception comes when
young or stressed trees face
repeated infestations. In
those cases, the added stress
can make them more vulner-
able to drought, disease or
other pests. But for the aver-
age homeowner with a well-
established tree, galls are
more of an aesthetic nuisance
than a death sentence.

Don’t waste
your bullets

Every spring, folks come
riding into garden centers
asking what they can spray to
get rid of galls. The answer?
Save your ammo.

By the time you notice a gall,
the insect is already sealed in-
side, protected by the plant
tissue itself. Spraying insecti-
cides after the fact is like lock-
ing the barn door after the
horse has bolted. Preventive
sprays, applied before insects
lay eggs, are rarely practical
for large shade trees and often
do more harm than good.

Instead, the best manage-
ment strategy is cultural care.
Keep your trees healthy with
proper watering, especially
during dry spells. Mulch
around the base to conserve
moisture and protect roots.
Avoid unnecessary stress,
such as over-pruning or
compacting soil around the
trunk (remember ‘Rock-hard
truths’?). In short, keep your
tree healthy enough to shrug
off the occasional gall like a
cowboy shrugs off dust on the
trail.

Learn to tip your hat
At the end of the day, galls
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Hackberry nipple galls form
on the leaves of a hackberry tree.

are part of the landscape.
Theyre a reminder that our
trees aren’t isolated orna-
ments. They’re living partici-
pants in a complex web of in-
teractions. Insects, fungi and
plants have been locked in
this dance for centuries, long
before we started planting
shelterbelts or fussing over
lawn aesthetics.

So instead of cussing at your
hackberry for looking lumpy,
tip your hat. Marvel at the tiny
insect clever enough to trick a
tree into building it a fortress.
Admire the resilience of a tree
that can endure prairie win-
ters, summer droughts and a
few no-count drifters without
missing a beat.

Gall darnit, our trees wear
their bumps like a sheriff’s
badge: plain, proud and
hardearned. Out here, where
nothing’s promised and every
season’s a gamble, that shows
true grit.

Phaidra Yunker is a Master
Gardener and a certified hor-
ticulturist with over a decade
of experience in the horticul-
tural industry. She serves as
Vice President of the City of
Washburn Forestry Board.
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BUTTE
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
e Sunday School 10 a.m.
e Sunday Worship 11 a.m.
® 626-7589
MERCER
Our Savior’s Lutheran
e Sunday School 10 a.m.
e Worship 11 a.m.; 447-2694
Mercer Baptist Church
e Pastor Paul Stout
e Sunday School, 10 a.m.
e Worship, 11 a.m.
REGAN
Assembly of God Church
¢ Rev. Steve Denn
e Sunday School 10 a.m.
® Morning Worship, 11 a.m.
RIVERDALE
Riverdale Community Church
e Pastor Alan Hathway
e Sunday worship service, 9:00
a.m.
® 463-2665, pastor’s office
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
e Pastor Van Vechten Crane
e Sunday worship service, 11
a.m.
TURTLE LAKE
St. Catherine’s Catholic
Church
e Father Logan Obrigewitch.
e Sunday mass 8:30 a.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church
e Sunday Worship, 9:30 a.m.
e Sunday School, 10:30 a.m.
e 448-2551
Turtle Lake Baptist Church
e Steve Vetter
e Worship Service, 8:30 a.m.
® Prayer time, 9 a.m.
® 448-2222.
Seventh-Day Adventist
e Pastor Casper du Plessis
e Sabbath School, 10 a.m.
e Church Service, 11:10 a.m.
® 485-2698
St. Olaf Lutheran Church
e Worship, 9 a.m.
e Sunday School 10 a.m.
® 448-2698.
Turtle Lake Methodist Church
e Pastor Charles Springer
e Sunday Worship Service, 9 a.m.
® 448-2277
UNDERWOOD
Faith Evangelical Church
e Pastor Steve Gage
e Family Worship 9:30 a.m.
e Sunday School 11 a.m.
e We also offer a Facebook
Live worship service through the
church’s Facebook group.
¢ Website:
faithevangelicalunderwood.org.
Augustana Lutheran Church
e Worship Service, 10 a.m.
e Pastor Giselle Loucks
e Sunday School for Pre-K - 6th
Grade at 10:00am
New Life Curch
¢ 519 BORCHARDT AVE.
* Morning Worship, 11 a.m.
e 701-707-9852
St. Bonaventure Church
¢ Father Logan Obrigewitch
e Sunday Mass, 10:30 p.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church
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e Rev. Matt Thompson
e Worship Service, 2 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church
e Rural Pick City
e Worship service, 11 a.m.
WASHBURN
Birka Lutheran Church
e Worship Service, 8:30 a.m.
e Pastor Giselle Loucks
Journey Church
e Pastor Kayla Buckley
¢ 10 A.M. Worship Service
¢ Nursery (0-2), Preschool (2-5),
and Elementary Kids Church
(K-6th Grade) at same time as
morning service
First Lutheran Church
¢ Pastor Paul Krueger
¢ 709 Fifth Ave.
e Worship Service, 9:30 a.m.
e Sunday School, 10:45 a.m.
e Holy Communion first and
third Sunday of each month;
462-3775.
St. Edwin’s Catholic Church
e Father Logan Obrigewitch
e Saturday Mass 5:00 p.m.
e Rosary prayed 1/2 hour before
services.
United Methodist Church
e Pastor Annie Carlson
e Sunday School for preschool
to sixth grade,
9:30 a.m. (Sept. through May)
e Worship Service, 10:30 a.m.
® 462-3220
Washburn Baptist Church
e Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.
e Worship Service, 10:30 a.m.
WILTON
First Presbyterian Church
¢ Rev. Dr. Chuck Pedersen
e Sunday School 10 a.m. for
both children & adults.
e Sunday: Morning Worship,
11 am.
® Thursday: Women'’s Bible
Study, 1 p.m.
Mission Evangelical Free
Church

e Adult Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

e Worship Service 10:45 a.m.

e Awana, 6-7:30 p.m. Wed.

during the school year.

e 734-6959.

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
e Sunday Mass/Eucharist, 8:30
a.m.

e Holy Days: As announced.
St. Peter & Paul Ukrainian
Catholic Church

* Rev. Fr. George Pruys

e Saturday Confession, 4:00p.m.

e Divine Liturgy, 4:30 p.m.

¢ Holy Days: As Announced
Sunne Lutheran Church

e Sunday School, 9 a.m.

e Worship Service, 10 a.m.

¢ \Website: sunnelutheran.org

WING

Bethlehem Evangelical
Lutheran Church

e Pastor Trisha DeBoer

e Sunday School, 10 a.m.

e Worship Service, 11 a.m.

e Communion celebrated on the

first Sunday of each month and

major festivals.
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Youre walking the streets
at night when a spruce catch-
es your eye. At first glance,
you think it’s just a little thin,
maybe the neighbor forgot to
water or it caught some herbi-
cide drift. But then you notice
the lower branches are practi-
cally naked, with only a tuft
of green clinging to the tips.
This isn’t just an eyesore, it’s a
spruce in trouble. The culprit is
often spruce needle cast, a fun-
gal disease that’s been quietly
stripping evergreens across the
Dakotas, including right here
in Washburn.

For decades, the main of-
fender was Rhizosphaera
kalkhoffii. This fungus takes
its time. It doesn’t go after the
brand-new needles right away.
Instead, it infects the previous
year’s growth, turning those
needles from green to a dull
purplish-brown before sending
them tumbling to the ground.
Over a few seasons, the tree
starts to look like it’s been given
a bad haircut: green only at the
tips, bare twigs behind. Colo-
rado blue spruce is the fungus’s
favorite victim, while Norway
spruce tends to shrug it off.

But around 2006, a new
player showed up: Stigmina
lautii. At first glance, the two
diseases look almost identical:
needles browning and drop-
ping, black dots lined up on the
surface. The difference is in the
details. Rhizosphaera produces
neat rows of button-like dots,
while Stigmina’s spore struc-
tures look fuzzier and more ir-
regular, like tiny bristles. Why
does this matter? Because Stig-
mina is far more aggressive. It
produces spores over a longer
stretch of the growing season,
spreads readily by rain splash
and wind, and can move tree to
tree until entire shelterbelts or
forest stands look thinned and
ragged. Extension patholo-
gists now consider it the bigger
threat across much of North
Dakota.

And here’s the hard truth:
while Rhizosphaera can be
managed with well-timed fun-
gicide sprays, Stigmina is next
to impossible to control in
mature trees. Even aggressive
spray programs may only slow
it down, not stop it. That’s why
SO many spruces in our area
look worse year after year de-
spite homeowners’ best efforts.

Spruce needle cast can look
a lot like other problems.
Drought stress, for example,
usually causes the whole tree to
turn yellow evenly. Herbicide
drift, on the other hand, tends
to cause browning just on the
side that was exposed. That’s
why a little detective work is in
order. A hand lens will reveal
the fungus’s calling card: neat

Needle little patience

BY PHAIDRA YUNKER
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Spruce needle cast disease shows its hallmark effect on last
year's growth, with older needles turning a signature purple-
brown while only the newest tips remain green.

rows of dots for Rhizosphaera,
or fuzzier, bristly ones for Stig-
mina.

Once you've confirmed nee-
dle cast, the next question is
what to do about it. First, un-
derstand that this isn’t a one-
and-done problem. The fungus
overwinters on infected nee-
dles, and every wet spring gives
it another chance to spread.
That means management is
about persistence and preven-
tion. Spruces need elbow room
and sunshine. If shrubs or
other trees crowd your spruce,
thin them out to improve air-
flow. Prune off lower branches
that trap humidity near the
ground. And when you wa-
ter, aim for the roots, not the
needles. Overhead sprinkling
is like rolling out the welcome
mat for fungal spores.

If you're planting new, think
carefully about your species
choice. Colorado blue spruce
may be beautiful, but it’s also
notoriously vulnerable. Nor-
way spruce, on the other hand,
is far more resistant and will
save you headaches down the
road. White spruce falls some-
where in between.

For trees already showing
symptoms, fungicides can help
protect new growth, but ONLY
if youre dealing with Rhizos-
phaera. Sprays of chlorotha-
lonil or copper applied in late
spring, just as the new needles
are half-grown, can shield
them from infection. A second
application a few weeks later is
often recommended, especially
in wet years.

But here’s the catch: fungi-
cides don’t cure infected nee-
dles, they protect new growth.
By the time you see purpling
and black dots, the fungus is al-
ready inside the tissue. Sprays
work on the surface, creating a
shield that blocks new spores
from germinating. That’s why
timing is everything. Spray
too late, and you're just coat-
ing needles that are already
doomed.

Even when fungicides are an
option, treating large trees is
costly and impractical. Profes-
sional equipment is needed to

reach the canopy, and repeated
sprays year after year add up
fast. For a mature spruce, the
expense can rival or exceed
simply replacing it with a more
resistant species. That's why
many homeowners and towns
choose to remove and replant
rather than maintain unsus-
tainable spray programs.

The long-term outlook for a
tree with needle cast depends
on how quickly you act and
which fungus youTre deal-
ing with. With Rhizosphaera,
you've got a fighting chance if
you're diligent. With Stigmina,
even the best efforts may not
be enough, and replacing with
a more resilient species is often
the most practical choice.

Left unchecked, either dis-
ease won't kill a spruce over-
night, but year after year of
needle loss weakens it, leaving
it vulnerable to other stresses.
A healthy spruce should hold
onto several years’ worth of
needles, creating that dense,
full look we all admire. A tree
with needle cast may only keep
one year’s growth, giving it a
thin, tired appearance. Over
time, that loss of photosyn-
thetic power chips away at the
tree’s reserves, and branches
may begin to die back.

The good news is that with
sharp eyes and persistence, you
can make informed choices.
Improve airflow, water wisely
and protect new growth if Rhi-
zosphaera is the culprit. If it’s
Stigmina, shed a tear and rec-
ognize that sprays won't save
the day, and replacement with
a more resilient species may be
the best solution.

Gardening isn’t always about
instant results. Challenges like
spruce needle cast remind us
that some battles are slow, re-
quiring vigilance and resolve
over many seasons. Because in
the garden, sometimes all you
need is just a little patience.

Phaidra Yunker is a Master
Gardener and a certified horti-
culturist with over a decade of
experience in the horticultural
industry. She serves as Vice
President of the City of Wash-
burn Forestry Board.



