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School district to close 
out construction bonds

Grafton educator 
will be missed

Jon  Koehmstedt, 41, of 
Grafton and athletic direc-
tor/assistant high school 
principal for Grafton Public 
Schools died in a boating 
accident in Minnesota on 
Saturday, Aug. 9.

According to Cass Lake 
County 
Sheriff 
Bryan 
Welk a 
911 call 
came 
in to 
the 
sher-
iff 's 
office 
at 5:50 
p.m. 
report-
ing a person in the water 
and not resurfacing on 
Cass Lake, located in north 
central Minnesota about 
20 miles north of Bemidji, 
Minnesota. Koehmstedt 
was pulled from the water 
at approximately 7:51 
p.m. by Grafton resident 
Pieter Cronje. An autopsy is 
scheduled with the Ramsey 
County Medical Examiner's 
Office and the incident 
remains under investigation.

According to a Walsh 
County Record interview 
Koehmstedt was working 
on the engine of the pon-
toon when he fell into the 

water. Conditions on Cass 
Lake Sunday were extreme-
ly windy so whether a 
large wave struck the boat 
causing him to slip and fall 
into the lake or just what 
exactly caused him to fall 
into the lake is unclear. He 
wasn't wearing a life jacket 
and once he hit the water 
Koehmstedt didn't resur-
face.

The wind caused the 
pontoon to drift. One 
of the juveniles on the 
boat attempted to throw 
Koehmstedt a life jacket to 
no avail. The pontoon was 
later intercepted by Chad 
and Jackie Osowski who 
took the juveniles to safety.

Grafton School 
Superintendent Darren 
Albrecht said Koehmstedt 
was a hardworking athletic 
director and the athletic 
department is in a good 
position heading into the 
school year.

ªJon (Koehmstedt) had 
a work ethic for the district 
that was unparalleled. He 
was a Spoiler through and 
through having grown up 
in Grafton. He took pride in 
our activities and wanted 
to be a part of it,º he said. 
ªThe amount of time that 
he took to be at games after 
hours and the amount of 
work he put in during the 
school day, whether it was 
as the assistant principal or 
just doing his AD duties he 
was always there. Jon was 
just a huge asset to the dis-
trict and he is going to be 

missed.º
Albrecht said there was 

a comfort level there know-
ing the job was getting 
done.

ªI never thought I would 
have to hire another athlet-
ic director as long as I was 
superintendent,º he said. 
ªHe evolved over time as he 
came in as a young admin-
istrator. You can't drag your 
feet in the Grafton district, 
you have to evolve and 
change and he did. The AD 
position is not always the 
most popular position but 
he always found his way 
through that and to the 
kids, the families and par-
ents he always gave back.º

Koehmstedt, a 2003 
graduate of Grafton High 
School leaves behind two 
children, Kase, age 8 and 
Harper age 12. He is sur-
vived by his mother Kande, 
brother Shane Burns, sis-
ters, Nichole Nelson, Sheri 
Holter and several aunts, 
uncles, nieces and neph-
ews. He was preceded in 
death by his father, Patrick 
Koehmstedt, maternal 
grandparents, Murphy and 
Harriet Callahan and pater-
nal grandparents Francis 
and Amelia Koehmstedt.

Funeral services will be 
Saturday, Aug. 16, at 1 p.m. 
at the Grafton High School 
gym. Visitation will be two 
hours prior to the service. 
Interment will be at the 
Grafton Lutheran Cemetery 
immediately following the 
service.

Koehmstedt dies in boating accident

BY TODD MORGAN

Jon Koehmstedt

Minimal damage 
reported

Following a night 
of storms Grafton Fire 
Department was called out 
at approximately 6:30 a.m. 
to the mobile home park on 

Eastern Avenue, south of 
Highway 81.

According to Grafton Fire 
Department Assistant Fire 
Chief Ken Unruh, the fire 
resulted from a heat tape 
malfunction that happened 
underneath the trailer.

ªThe mobile home was 

not a total loss,º he said. ªI 
noticed an electrician was 
at the home on Friday after-
noon, so the damage was 
minimal.º

Unruh estimated about a 
dozen firefighters responded 
to the blaze.

Fire department responds to trailer fire
Van Ness charged 
with three felonies 

Thomas Paul Van Ness, 30, 
of Lawton, has been charged 
with three Class C felonies and 
a Class A misdemeanor for 
allegedly sexually assaulting a 
minor female.

A preliminary hearing has 
been scheduled in Northeast 
District Court in front of Judge 
Kari Agotness for Van Ness on 
Sept. 29 at 1 p.m. The purpose 
of the hearing is to determine 
if there is probable cause to 
move forward with the case. If 
Agotness determines there is 
probable cause for the charg-
es, Van Ness will be arraigned 
and a criminal trial will be ten-
tatively scheduled.

According to the felony 
complaint, on or about Sept. 
27, 2024, in rural Lawton Van 
Ness who was 29 years of age 
at the time allegedly digitally 
penetrated juvenile Jane Doe. 
Doe was 17 years old at the 
time. It is further alleged that 
Doe told Van Ness to stop. He 
allegedly continued to digitally 
penetrate her in five-minute 
increments totaling approxi-
mately 20 minutes over 
approximately a one-hour 
period of time. As a result he 

has been charged with sexual 
assault, corruption of a minor 
and endangerment of a child 
or vulnerable adult. All three 
of these charges are Class C 
felonies punishable by a maxi-
mum sentence of five years in 
prison and/or a $10,000 fine.

The endangerment of child 
or vulnerable adult charge is 
the result of Van Ness alleged-
ly providing Doe with gummy 
marijuana edibles, also on 
Sept. 27, 2024. It is further 
alleged that Van Ness knew 
Doe was a minor.

Van Ness is also charged 

with delivery to a certain per-
son unlawful. That on Sept. 27 
he allegedly delivered alcohol-
ic beverages to an individual 
under the age of 21.

This charge is a Class A mis-
demeanor and punishable by a 
maximum sentence of one year 
in jail and/or a $3,000 fine.

Van Ness is released on 
bond.

Lawton man charged with sexual assault
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Federal funding 
restored in full 
to district

Grafton Public Schools 
Superintendent Darren 
Albrecht informed the school 
board at its August meeting 
that federal funding heading 
to the district has been con-
firmed.

Albrecht said the federal 
money has arrived and grant 
funding has been restored.

Title I-C, migrant educa-
tion, Title II-A supporting 
effective instruction, Title III-A 
English language acquisition, 
Title IV-A student support and 
academic enrichment and 
Title II, WIOA Adult basic and 
literacy education (includ-
ing English literacy and civ-
ics education) has all been 
restored.

This decision follows the 
Office of Management and 
Budget's recent clearance 
for the U.S. Department of 
Education to proceed with the 
release of funds, Albrecht said. 
This includes funding for the 
Extended School Program.

Albrecht informed the 
board unrelated to federal 
funding that Upper Valley 
Special Education Unit 
(UVSEU) is projecting a 
$500,000 deficit. As alarming 

as that looks Albrecht said the 
unit was in a similar position 
last year at the start of school.

ªWe ended up coming out 
on the other end of that and 
finished in the black,º he said.

According to Albrecht, 
every year the unit wants to 
increase assessments to par-
ticipating school districts.

The UVSEU board has par-
ticipating school districts pro-
vide them with the necessary 
funds to see the unit through 
the year based on the annual 
percentage. Grafton's assess-
ment since it's the largest in 
the district is at 33 percent, but 
in return they have two mem-
bers on the board.

ªIt's a cash flow thing,º he 
said. ªThey get short on cash. 
We can make those adjust-
ments in March or April and 
the assessments can be adjust-
ed then.º

Albrecht is trying to keep 
the adjustments where they 
are.

ªIf they go up to start the 
year they will remain there,º 
he said.

The assessment for the unit 
from the participating schools 
totals $1.2 million.

It was moved by Trina 
Papenfuss seconded by Jayce 
Schumacher to use the board's 
option to prepay rents and to 
acquire the facility constructed 
with proceeds of Series 2013 
bonds on the lease agreement 

between the foundation and 
the district dated Dec. 5, 2013.

Albrecht said a motion by 
the board is needed to redeem 
those bonds and to pay those 
down.

ªThe district will then lease 
those bonds (in dollars more 
or less) from the foundation 
because they were carried with 
the foundation going back to 
Dec. 5, of 2013,º he said.

The board on a motion by 
Maggie Suda seconded by Jenn 
Thompson then terminated 
the lease agreement held with 
Grafton Education Foundation 
and Grafton School District 
dated Dec. 5, 2013.

According to Albrecht, the 
bonds then will be posted 
for 30 days to give people an 
opportunity to sell them if 
they want.

ªWe will then pay them 
through the Bank of North 
Dakota where we got the 
money from,º he said.

The board then met as the 
Grafton Education Foundation 
to approve the resolution 
providing for redemption of 
the Series 2013 bonds. The 
foundation board then ter-
minated the lease agreement 
held with Grafton Education 
Foundation and the Grafton 
School District dated Dec. 5, 
2013, and the Memorandum 
of Lease Agreement recorded 
in the office of the Walsh 
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See SCHOOL on page A-5




