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TOM STROMME, TRIBUNE

Cattle graze in a stubble fi eld near homes in the rapidly growing Lakewood Area of southeast Mandan.

BEN FINLEY AND DYLAN LOVAN
Associated Press 

To learn to fl y a military helicopter is 
to take a master class in multitasking.

You need both hands and both feet to 
control the aircraft while keeping a close 
eye on the horizon and your altitude. If 
it’s nighttime and you’re fl ying low, you 
may be scanning the ground for familiar 
landmarks using night-vision goggles 
while also checking GPS instruments.

“You have six to seven radios to mess 
with,” said retired U.S. Army Lt. Col. 
Darin Gaub, who fl ew Black Hawk he-
licopters for 22 years. “You’re using 
everything. And by the way, you’re 
also supposed to fl y the aircraft, which 
is why most military aircraft are crewed 
by a minimum of two pilots.” 

The training for U.S. military helicop-
ter pilots is getting heightened atten-
tion in the wake of Wednesday night’s 
fatal mid-air collision between an Army 
Black Hawk helicopter and a passenger 
jet in the skies above Washington.

The accident followed a dozen fatal 
crashes during Army Black Hawk train-
ing missions since January 2014 that 
claimed the lives of 47 service members.

Former military helicopter pilots and 
experts stood by the nation’s rigorous 
military training Thursday, insisting it’s 
the world’s best.

“Once you get it down and get pro-
fi cient at it, it’s amazing what you can 
do in it,” said Mark Miller, an associate 
professor at the College of Aviation at 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 
on its Honolulu campus, and a former 
Marine helicopter pilot. “But it’s all 
about training where you really become 
one with the helicopter.” 

LAURAN NEERGAARD AND MIKE STOBBE 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The man who 
hopes to be President Donald Trump’s 
health secretary repeatedly asked to 
see “data” or “science” showing vac-
cines are safe – but when an infl uen-

tial Republican senator 
showed him evidence, 
he dismissed it.

Robert F. Kennedy 
Jr. spent two days this 
week insisting to sen-
ators that he’s not an-
ti-vaccine. He said that 
he instead supports vac-
cinations and will follow 

the science in overseeing the $1.7 tril-
lion Department of Health and Human 
Services, which, among other duties, 
oversees vaccine research, approval and 
recommendations. 

But Kennedy repeatedly refused to 
acknowledge scientifi c consensus that 
childhood vaccines don’t cause autism 

JOSH BOAK
Associated Press 

PALM BEACH, Fla. — President Donald 
Trump signed an order Saturday to im-
pose sti�  tari� s on imports from Mexico, 
Canada and China — fulfi lling one of his 
post-campaign commitments to voters 
that also carries the risk of sparking higher 
infl ation and disrupting businesses across 
North America.

Trump’s order also includes a mechanism 
to escalate the rates if the countries retaliate 
against the U.S., as they warned they would.

The decision throws the global economy 
and Trump’s own political mandate to com-
bat infl ation into possible turmoil, though 
the Republican president posted on social 
media that it was necessary “to protect 
Americans.”

The tari� s risk an economic stando�  
with America’s two largest trading part-
ners in Mexico and Canada, upending a 
decades-old trade relationship with the 
possibility of harsh reprisals by those two 
nations.

If sustained, the tari� s also could cause 
infl ation to signifi cantly worsen, possibly 
eroding voters’ trust that Trump could as 
promised lower the prices of groceries, gas-
oline, housing, autos and other goods.

Trump declared an economic emergency 
in order to place duties of 10% on all im-
ports from China and 25% on imports from 
Mexico and Canada. But energy imported 
from Canada, including oil, natural gas and 
electricity, would be taxed at a 10% rate.

The tari� s would go into e� ect on Tues-
day, setting a showdown in North America 
that could potentially sabotage economic 
growth.

A new analysis by the Budget Lab at Yale 
laid out the possible damage to the U.S. 
economy, saying the average U.S. house-
hold would lose the equivalent of $1,170 in 
income from the taxes. Economic growth 
would slow and infl ation would worsen — 
and the situation could be worse if Canada, 
Mexico and China retaliate.

EVAN VUCCI, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

President Donald Trump speaks Thursday as he signs executive orders in the Oval O�  ce at the 
White House in Washington.
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