
 By Allison Olimb 
of The Press 

CRYSTAL, N.D. — Valley-Ed-
inburg School District is moving for-
ward with a referendum vote on a 
construction plan to expand the 
Hoople school and remodel the Ed-
inburg school. 

During the regular February 
school board meeting, four items re-

lated to the plan were on the agen-
da: 

• Initial Resolution for General 
Obligation School Building Bond 

• Resolution to Increase Debt 
Limit 

• Special Election Resolution 
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 By Michael Achterling  
North Dakota Monitor 

BISMARCK, N.D. — Sen. Janne Myrdal 
likes to point out that everything North Dako-
ta exports, from energy to food, starts from a 
gravel road. 

That’s why she and other rural lawmakers 
banded together this session to share informa-
tion on how they can better serve their com-
munities. 

The rural caucus, about 50 lawmakers from 
both chambers, amounting to about a third of the 
total legislators, try to meet at least once a week 
to go over bills, their amendments, and how they 
would affect rural constituents. 

“Because we are split up into committees be-
tween the two chambers, you don’t have time to 
go and listen to other hearings. You trust your 
colleagues in those committees,” said Myrdal, 
R-Edinburg, co-chair of the unofficial caucus. 
“This rural caucus gives us an opportunity to 
share what’s actually going on and what we’re 
fighting for.” 

Co-chair Rep. Jared Hagert, R-Emerado, 
said there was strong interest during the orga-
nizational session in December about forming 
the caucus to highlight rural priorities. 

“We may differ on the prioritization of them 
all, but it’s important to get those issues out,” he 
said. 

Hagert said the caucus doesn’t have any 
pledges to vote a certain way, but he hopes mem-
bers would stick together to benefit rural areas. 

 By Allison Olimb 
of The Press 

PARK RIVER, N.D. — It was 
22 degrees outside when 25 people 
gathered in silent protest of North 
Dakota Senate Bill 2307 in front of 
the Park River Library. On Saturday, 
March 1, Read-Out events were held 
across the state. 

Right to Read ND, a nonpartisan 
group of North Dakotans dedicated 
to fighting censorship and protect-
ing the freedom to read, encouraged 
communities to host local Read 
Outs across North Dakota from 
2:00 to 2:30 P.M. North Dakotans 
were encouraged to bring a book and 
read silently on the public sidewalk 
outside their local library. The North 
Dakota Senate passed the bill in a 
narrow vote, and it now heads to the 
North Dakota House for a hearing 
and a floor vote. 

SB 2307 is “A Bill for an Act to 
create and enact a new subsection to 
section 12.1-27.1-01 and two new 
sections to chapter 12.1-27.1 of the 
North Dakota Century Code, relat-
ing to the definition of a public li-
brary, required safety policies and 
technology protection measures, 
and the attorney general's review of 
public libraries, school districts, 
and state agencies for compliance 
with statutes protecting minors from 
explicit sexual material; to amend 
and reenact subsection 5 of section 
12.1-27.1-01 and sections 12.1-
27.1-03.1, 12.1-27.1-03.5, and 12.1-
27.1-11 of the North Dakota Century 
Code, relating to obscenity control; 
to provide for a report to the leg-
islative management; and to provide 
a penalty.” 

In addition to citing that the bill, 
as presented, is worrisome with 
language that would take away lo-
cal control, allow for criminal pros-
ecution of librarians and teachers, 
and could cause libraries to cut dig-
ital resources, those involved with 
Right to Read stated that it is un-
necessary as HB 1205, which passed 

Rural issues a priority for new group of lawmakers 
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PARK RIVER, N.D. — A special 
election for a new mayor for the city 
of Park River will take place this June. 
A petition initiated by citizens of Park 

River to hold a special election were 
filed on Monday, Feb. 24. As of 
Wednesday, Feb. 26, the signatures 
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Above: Sen. Janne Myrdal, R-Edinburg, speaks during a meeting of the rural caucus in the House 
conference room on Feb. 20, 2025.
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Having the freedom to read and 
the freedom to choose is one of 

the best gifts my parents ever 
gave me. 

 
Judy Blume

Park River citizens  
to elect new mayor in 
June special election

Booked for a Cause:  Park River joins statewide 
protest against censorship
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