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By Allison Olimb 
Walsh County Press 

Zoey Sveen is a trailblazer. At 10 years old, she 
is bravely exploring the person she wants to become, 
one adventure at a time.  

This year, she has donned a football uniform, 
a wrestling singlet, and figure skates, and now, this 
spring, she will take the stage in her pageant sash 
and crown as she represents Junior Miss Pump-
kinfest in the Junior Miss North Dakota pageant 
on April 6 at the Empire Arts Center in Grand Forks.  

The Park River Area fifth grader earned the ti-
tle of Junior Miss Pumpkinfest this past fall in Wal-
halla, N.D., competing against 18 other young ladies 
from the area. Her parents, John and Lindsey, are 
happy to support Zoey in any experience as they 
encourage her to be true to herself.  

Zoey had tried a smaller pageant before, but this 
experience has been so much more than they ex-
pected as she is getting to meet new people and gain 
new confidence.  

As a part of her pageant platform, A Home for 
Every Paw, she has started a campaign to support 
local animal shelters.  

“We have four dogs at home, and I really like 
animals,” she said describing each of her pets’ per-
sonalities and the joy they all bring. “I feel like an-
imals deserve a forever home.”  

She explained that as shelters are overcrowd-
ed, she wants to encourage people to support these 
places that are doing the work of helping animals. 
“It's better for people to adopt and not shop,” Zoey 
said.  

By collecting pet supplies, she hopes that she 
can help the shelters like Stray Safe Inn in Park Riv-
er with their mission and help keep their expens-
es low.  

“We have donation bins at the Citizens State 
Bank here in Park River, one in Edinburg at our 
church (Trinity Lutheran), and then one on the high 
school and elementary side in the Park River school, 
and then on the weekends, there's the movie the-
ater,” she said.  

This weekend, she will be volunteering at Lyric 
Theatre in Park River, encouraging donations of 
pet supplies. The list of needs includes:  

• Dog & Cat Food 
• Treats & Toys 
• Blankets & Towels 
• Collars & Leashes 
• Litter & Pet Beds 
• Cleaning Supplies (Paper Towels, Disinfec-

tant, etc.) 

Paw-sitive Impact: Zoey Sveen takes on the 
pageant world while advocating for pets in need 

WEST FARGO, N.D. — Pastor 
Mark Antal will be awarded the 
North Dakota American Legion Dis-
tinguished Service Award by the 
North Dakota American Legion on 
Sunday, June 29, at 10 a.m. at the Le-
gion Joint Session at the Department 
Convention in Fargo. 

Pastor Antal was nominated by the 
Edgeley American Legion Post 156. 
Pastor Mark Antal lives in Apple Val-
ley, Minn., where he moved after re-
tiring from full-time ministry. 

He is a graduate of Valley City 
State College in North Dakota and the 
Association Free Lutheran Bible 
School and Seminary in Plymouth, 
Minn. A veteran of the U.S. Army, the 
Army Reserve and National Guard, 
Antal served in various chaplain po-
sitions throughout his 26 years of mil-
itary service. 

Pastor Antal is a 26-year member 
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Beauty is not in the  
face; beauty is a light in  

the heart. 
 

Kahlil Gibran

Antal to be awarded the 
North Dakota American 

Legion Distinguished 
Service Award
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Left: The Hart Family — Hallie, (L to R) Bethany, Zeke, and Jared Hart — showed up 
in their brightest neon to the Light the Night Family Dance at the Park River Area El-
ementary Gym on Saturday. Right: Rebecca Jones paints a butterfly on Cecilia Midgar-
dens cheek. The new Family Dance expanded the father/daughter dance to full fam-
ilies. It was a joint effort between Park River Community Club and Park River FCCLA. 

Park River Family Dance Lights the Night

Photo: Submitted


