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Park River’s Lyric Theatre
will be featurmg

SNOW
WHITE

RATED PG
MARCH 21-23,
OPENING WEEKEND!
FRIDAY &
SATURDAY 7PM,
SUNDAY 4PM

"A LIVE-ACTION ‘
MUSICAL REIMAGINING ¥
OF THE CLASSIC 1937 I
FILM."
® 0 000 0 00 0 00 00
@Lyric Theatre -
Park River
416 Briggs Ave S

Walsh County
Spotlight
The merchants below are
proud to announce:

Fire Department Supper,
Crystal

Crystal Fire Department Supper will be held on Saturday,
March 22, serving 4 pm to 8 pm at the Crystal Fire Hall. The
meal includes Steak or Chicken Meal with roll, potato, salads,
beans, drink and desserts. Tickets are $30 for adults. 12 and
under, free-will offering at the door. Door prizes plus three adult
cash drawings for up to $500! Be Sure to stop by the Cart
Creek Clover 4-H Bake Sale.All proceeds to benefit the Crystal
Quick Response.
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Park RIveR

Park River
301 County Road 12B

284-7115

Park River
Implement

284-6316

AUTO PARTS
Park River ~ 284-7244
= Atmealii
rarton ~ -
1Fler UNITED Michigan ~259-2112
=& | —Bank & Insurance C?\?s%ael ~ R8T o168

110 4th St. E
Park River

284-7221

clar

Jim’s SuperValu
101 3rd St. W. Park River ~ 284-6433

For all your dinner needs!

Year-round full-time
plant positions available.

Requires heavy lifting.
Competitive wages with overtime.

Call 701-869-2680 or stop in and fill out an application:
Johnstown Bean Co., 3295 Johnstown St., Johnstown, ND

Here and ready to fill your needs,

Wr'Re Grarron Dru

Locally owned and Y

operated, Grafton
Drug is more than a
pharmacy. We offer
a unique selection
of giftware, puzzles, |

candy, kitchen
items, cards, and
more. Gift wrap
with purchase.

38 EAST 12TH STREET, GRAFTON
701.352.0831 www.graftondrug.com
M-F 9-6; SAT. 9-NOON

GRAFTON

North Dakota Outdoors

ND Game and Fish Department
Doug Leier Outreach Biologist

The Importance Of Fish
Hatchery’s In North
Dakota

Years ago in grade school we took
a field trip to Valley City National
Fish Hatchery. Even now I don’t
think I fully appreciated what was
right in our own backyard. I know
back then I certainly didn’t.

What I did know is that I loved to
fish. I was fascinated by the hatch-
ery setting along the Sheyenne Riv-
er downstream from Lake Ashtab-
ula and Baldhill Dam. We peeked be-
hind the scenes of biologists and fish-
eries managers working to grow the
next population of pike, walleye and
perch for North Dakota.

A short time later I was working
a couple different temporary summer
positions based out of the same fish
hatchery. My fascination and edu-
cation made me better appreciate the
role this hatchery played when the
rains came, ending the years-long
drought and welcomed the birth of
the "good old days” of fishing in
North Dakota right before my eyes.

I'marveled as the trucks rolled in
and out, picking up fingerlings and
fry destined for old standbys and
some of the up-and-coming fisheries.

A couple years later my station in
Kulm saw me actually playing soft-
ball on Diamond Field which is now
known as Diamond Lake. Dugouts
are now boat ramps.

It’s just part of a marvelous sto-
ry in the history books of North
Dakota fishing and fisheries.

Fast forward to 2024 and one of
the two hatcheries — Garrison Dam
National Fish Hatchery — produced
a record of nearly 12 million wall-
eye fingerlings that were released in
about 180 lakes across the state.

While there is some natural re-
production going on in North Dako-
ta waters, you could speculate that
maybe half of the walleyes caught by

anglers over time originated in the
hatchery, further solidifying its sig-
nificance to meeting the expectations
of walleye anglers across the state
and beyond.

“Even if you were to say half—
half that are naturally produced and
half came from the hatchery —
that’s still a crazy contribution from
this hatchery,” said Jerry Weigel, De-
partment production/development
section supervisor, who, along with
other Game and Fish personnel,
have for years driven about 1,000
miles for every million fingerlings
stocked.

With 430-plus managed waters on
North Dakota’s landscape the request
from Game and Fish to raise more
and more walleyes keeps increasing,
giving hatchery personnel a reason
to max out the capacity at the hatch-
ery.

In his 28 years of focusing his ef-
forts on producing walleyes at Gar-
rison Dam, Jerry Tishmack, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service fisheries biol-
ogist, has raised about 245 million
fingerlings, which is equal to 40-plus
tons.

During Tishmack’s tenure, more
walleye fingerlings have been raised
and shipped out of the hatchery
near Riverdale than any state or
province in North America. Know-
ing that 180 waters were stocked
with walleye fingerlings this year
alone, Tishmack understands the
value that has across a state where
walleye is king.

“Think about the economic im-
pact of that. In all reality, the mon-
ey it does cost the government, fed-
eral and state, to raise these 12 mil-
lion fish to stock in 180 lakes, the
economic impact is so much greater,”
he said.

Learn more from Ron Wilson's
story free in North Dakota Outdoors
magazine.

What are you celebratlng?
Let us help share your announcement -
milestone birthdays, engagements, weddings, births,
baptisms, generations - free of charge”
(701) 284-6333 or walshcountypress@gmail.com

*Charges apply for open house invitations
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INSURANCE COMPANY

136TH ANNUAL
MEETING

Tuesday, March 25th
11:00 a.m.

Park River City Office Building

Regular Business Meeting
Election of Directors * Door Prizes

Free lunch provided by M & K Concessions
dundeemutual.com
701-284-7139

ND Legislature Passes
Resolution
Highlighting Postal
Service Struggles

BISMARCK, N.D. — A resolu-
tion sought by the North Dakota
Newspaper Association and brought
forward by Dist. 2 Rep. Don Long-
muir, R-Stanley, on Friday attained
final passage on the consent agen-
da of the North Dakota Senate.

“This bill was, frankly, a slam
dunk,” said Cecile Wehrman, ex-
ecutive director of the North Dako-
ta Newspaper Association, because
everyone has their own postal hor-
ror story.

The bill language, which can be
found here https:/ndlegis.gov/as-
sembly/69-2025/regular/docu-
ments/25-3035-01000.pdf details
the many impacts individuals, busi-
nesses and organizations have suf-
fered as a result of the high costs and
poor service by the U.S. Postal
Service in recent years, particular-
ly in rural areas.

Testimony ranged from individ-
ual newspapers sharing the frustra-
tions of subscribers, to business
impacts (including to cattle pro-
ducers who send out yearly pro-
duction sales catalogs and perishable
meats), to those who rely on the
postal service to deliver medicine
and medical supplies. Many legal
documents and notices also rely on
mail delivery, as do notices and com-
munications from local govern-
ments, Wehrman noted.

Though the North Dakota legis-
lature has no role in regulating

postal service, Wehrman said, the
resolution will help create awareness
on the part of federal postal officials.
Copies of the resolution will be pro-
vided to the state’s congressional del-
egation, in addition to the U.S.
Postmaster General.

North Dakota Senators John Ho-
even and Kevin Cramer have com-
mitted significant staff time to this
issue in recent years, Wehrman
said, culminating in a roundtable dis-
cussion with regional postal officials
last August.

“We’ve seen some marginal im-
provements to delivery of some
newspapers since that time,” because
it’s not consistent across the state.

The postal service standard for
delivery of weekly newspapers is
two to nine days to arrive “on time”
at destinations outside the immedi-
ate area of any distribution center.

“News from local communities
in rural areas ought to — and always
used to — have a priority,” said
Wehrman.

As she testified to a Senate Com-
mittee last week, uncertainty due to
federal cuts and discussion of the
postal service being returned to a
cabinet level agency makes the res-
olution all the more timely.

“Any further erosion of service
in our state would have the poten-
tial to grind commerce to a halt,” she
said.

Free Tomato and
Pepper Seeds at
Gardening Workshop

PARK RIVER, N.D. — The
Walsh County Extension office is of-
fering a series of gardening work-
shops on Monday nights from
March 24 to April 14. The work-
shops are free.

The Spring Fever Garden Fo-
rums run from 6:30 to 8:30 PM Cen-
tral and will be held at Walsh Coun-
ty Extension Office in Park River.
The first night we will have pre-
sentations on saving money at gar-
den centers, growing daylilies and
designing flower gardens to attract
pollinators.

As abonus, all participants at the
first workshop will receive a seed
starting kit that includes free toma-
to and pepper seeds. These seeds are
the highest quality available. They
include a new orange cherry toma-
to with fruity flavor, a delicious beef-
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North Dakota Newspapers
Reliable « Relevant « Real

For more information, contact your local newspaper representative.
*2024 North Dakota State Study, Conducted by Coda Ventures

steak that resists diseases, a pink
heirloom tomato with famous flavor,
and a small tomato with flaming
stripes.

Pepper seeds include an early
ripening bell pepper, a super pro-
ductive frying pepper, and a very de-
licious yellow bell pepper.

More vegetable and flower seeds
will be provided at subsequent
workshops.

Please go to our website to learn
more and to register for the event.
If you cannot attend in person, you
may register to attend at home on
your computer. The website is
ndsu.ag/springfever25.

Please contact Bailey Schroeder
or Katie Thompson at 701-284-
6624 if you have any questions.

of North Dakota
adults read public
notices in print or
digital newspapers.

believe that publishing public
notices in newspapers should
be required.
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NORTH DAKOTA NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION

ADVERTISE LOCAL
SHOP @ [OCAL

The Walsh County Press Park Rlver ND
walshcountypress@gmail.com e 701-284-6333

Pharmacist - Laurie Larson

Your Professional Prescription Service

We offer . . .

Ye Olde Medicine Center
Park River « 701-284-7676

Hours: M-F 9-6 « Sat. 9-12

Mail-Out Prescriptions « Delivery Service * Blood Pressure Screening « Photo Kiosk «
10% off Sr. Citizen Discount « Zoovio Video Dealer + Gifts « Hallmark Cards « Drive-up Window

Drayton Drug
Drayton - 701-454-3831

Hours: M-F 8:30-5




