
Notice of Candidate Filing Deadline 
Notice is hereby given that the deadline for filing to have a candidate’s name 
printed on the ballot for the Fordville-Lankin School District is April 7th 2025 

by 4:00pm. The following offices are up for election: 
Two School Board Members (3-year term, each) 

A candidate for a school district office must prepare and sign a document 
stating the candidates name and the position for which the individual is a 

candidate (SFN 2703), and a SFN 10172 Statement of Interests form. Both 
of these documents must be filed with the school district business manager 
for Fordville-Lankin School District by the above deadline date and time. All 

forms are available from either the school district business manager for 
Fordville-Lankin School District or may be obtained online at 

https://vip.sos.nd.gov/PortalListDetails.aspx?ptlhPKID=30&ptlPKID=3#content-start 
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City of Lankin 
Notice of Tax Equalization Meeting 

Monday, April 14th, 2025 at 8:00 p.m. 
At the Silver Dollar Center, Lankin 

  
In-person attendance is not required, and 
appeals can be provided by email or letter; 

please contact your local assessor at  
(701-352-1077), by April 14, 2025 to appeal 

the assessment. 
  

Please contact the Lankin City Auditor at 
(701) 535-0232 for further information. 

CITY OF PARK RIVER, NORTH 
DAKOTA, REGULAR COUNCIL 
MEETING, MONDAY, MARCH 10, 2025 
AT 5:30 PM. 
 
Published Subject to the Governing 
Body’s Review and Revision 
 
The City of Park River held their regular 
meeting of the Park River City Council on 
Monday, March 10, 2025 at 5:30 PM. 
 
The meeting began with Acting Mayor 
Halvorson inviting all present to rise for 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Acting Mayor Halvorson called the 
meeting to order and requested a roll call. 
Berg conducted the roll call, confirming 
the presence of Council members: Ken 
Gillespie, Leah Skjerven, Cory Seim, 
Dennis Kubat and Corrine Bell. A quorum 
was established. Also in attendance: City 
Attorney Cole Johnston, Public Works 
Director (PWD) Dee Jay Johnson, 
Assistant Deputy Auditor Amanda Pickar 
and Assessor/Deputy Auditor Ann Berg.  
Absent: Coordinator/Auditor Nancy 
Thompson. Others present: Andrew 
Erickson, Nina Hollingsworth, Allison 
Olimb, Mike Helt, Cheri Lothspeich, 
Nancy & Daryl Larson, Rachel Lundquist, 
Eugene Bossert, Diana Hahn, Joseph 
Fietek, Lori Seim, Patty Dahen, Waylon 
Lietz, Ashley Seim and Lindsey Sveen. 
 
Acting Mayor Halvorson asked for 
additions or changes to the agenda. 
Hearing none, the meeting proceeded. 
 
Comments and Questions from Citizens:  
This time is set aside for members of the 
public (3 minute maximum) to speak to 
the City Council on any issue related to 
the City of Park River; except any quasi-
judicial matter subject to a public hearing.  
Three minutes per person. 
  Michael Helt of First Care Health Center. 
(FCHC) thanked the council for their 
unanimous vote in favor of a 99-year 
lease to (FCHC.) He reported FCHC 
raised nearly $95,000 during the Giving 
Hearts Day campaign for enhancements 
to their radiology department, including 
the purchase of an upgraded TURDEXA 
system. Helt expressed gratitude for the 
community's support.  
  Lori Seim of FCHC provided an update 
on potential health concerns, specifically 
mentioning measles as the next potential 
crisis to watch out for. She reported that 
there were no cases in North Dakota yet 

but advised the council that FCHC was 
preparing for it. Seim also reminded 
everyone that it was colorectal cancer 
awareness month and mentioned that 
FCHC could schedule colonoscopies 
within a week for diagnostic reasons.  
  Nina Hollingsworth of FCHC echoed 
Michael Helt's gratitude for the council's 
support. She reported that building 
committee meetings had been 
rescheduled for the current week and 
progress was continuing with their USDA 
consultant. Hollingsworth also thanked 
those who attended the community health 
needs assessment meetings, 
emphasizing their importance in driving 
FCHC's strategic direction and vision. 
 
Approval of Minutes: Skjerven moved and 
Gillespie seconded to approve the 
minutes from the February 10, 2025 
regular meeting with the following 
correction; Johnston reported the land 
would need to go for sale on sealed bids 
as the value is over $2,500., the land 
could not be donated, the land could be 
leased if the appropriate easements are 
in place. Upon roll call vote, all voted aye. 
M/C.  Kubat moved and Bell seconded to 
approve the minutes from the February 
25, 2025 special meeting as presented. 
Upon roll call vote, all voted aye. M/C.  
 
Public Works: PWD Johnson provided 
several updates on public works matters: 
The new truck is anticipated to arrive by 
the week's end, having successfully 
passed all required inspections. Water 
meter installations are projected to 
commence around April 14, starting from 
the East end of town in the Kensington 
Addition. Official notifications will be 
mailed to residents regarding the 
installations with scheduling options. 
Patching operations on State Hwy 17 are 
slated for the end of the week, contingent 
upon favorable weather conditions. 
Johnson has solicited recommendations 
from the Council regarding the potential 
removal of a damaged tree located south 
of the post office on Briggs Ave S. 
Johnson asked Morris Seal Coat for bids 
on the chip sealing project, with estimates 
expected by the following week. The LED 
street lights along Hwy 17 will be installed 
this fall or next spring. 
 
Auditor & Assessor Reports:  Berg 
presented this month’s bills and financial 
reports to the Council.  Bell moved and 
Skjerven seconded to approve payment 
of the following bills and the financial 

reports into record. Upon roll call vote, all 
voted aye. M/C.  
 
General Fund & Municipal Utilities: 39386 
Postmaster 406.41 87 Cardmember 
Services 698.35 88 Grand Forks Utility 
Billing 5200 89 Consolidated Waste, LTD. 
20,649.75 39390 Dale Pecka 300.00 91 
Electric Repair & Replacement 8,000.00 
92 Fleming DuBois & Fleming PLLP 
1,170.00 93 Funded Depreciation 
6,500.00 94 General Funded 
Depreciation 5,000.00 95 Jim's Super 
Valu 28.21 96 DeeJay Johnson 192.99 97 
M4 Contracting 400.00 98 MDU 1,783.88 
99 MFOA OF ND 120.00 39400  ND One 
Call Inc. 82.70 1 Northdale Oil, Inc 
1,059.41 2 North Star Coop 1,360.45 3 
Park River Hardware 53.95 4 Peterson 
Motors Co 600.00 5 Polar 
Communications 1,277.56 6 Sewer 
Repair & Replacement 3,700.00 7 Stuart 
C Irby Co 2,703.66 8 Titan Machinery 
2,791.62 9 True North Equipment 415.99 
39410  US Bank Equipment Finance 
229.71 11 Verizon Wireless 207.84 12 
Wat & Sew Imprv Dist #2016-1 9,490.00 
13 Water System Repair & Replace 
9,950.00 14 Water Tower Fund 16,145.00 
15 Water Treatment Fund 11,389.95 16 
Wayne's Variety 40.98 17 Walsh County 
Press 387.00 18 Ye Olde Medicine 
Center 19.89 10365-10386 Salaries 
28,006.92 AW US Treasury 8,681.94 AW 
BC/BS of North Dakota 12,577.20 AW 
Colonial Life 259.90 AW Debt Service 
Checking 900.00 AW Debt Service 
Checking 23,086.25 AW Debt Service 
Checking 12,764.80 AW Debt Service 
MMIS 120,453.55 AW First United Bank 
22.70 AW First United Bank 25.00 AW 
Municipal Utilities 6,566.30 AW NDPERS 
3.76 AW NDPERS 600.00 AW NDPERS 
600.00 AW NDPERS 2,395.54 AW 
NDPERS 4,846.63 AW NMPA 152,641.70 
AW Peterson Motors Co 75,150.00 AW 
PR Airport Authority 589.58 AW PR 
Airport Authority 4,125.41 AW PR Park 
District 1,572.22 AW PR Park District 
2,580.29 AW PR Public Library 589.58 
AW PR Public Library 4,128.36 AW PSN  
54.95 AW Sales Tax Fund 11,848.54 AW 
Special Assessment Fund 124.14  
Special Funds: 10242 First Care Health 
Center 249,592.19  
Debt Service & Bond Fund: 6431 Cannon 
Technologies Inc 1,800.00  6432 Border 
States Electric Supply 2,902.22 
 
Berg presented information to the Council 
on the BCBS of ND health insurance 
increase.  The increase for health, dental 

and vision this year is 6% which will result 
in a yearly increase to the city’s cost 
portion of about $13,100.  Berg also 
reported the City participates in the state 
wide small group grandfathered plan 
which is for employers with under 50 
employees.  Most plans for employers 
with 50 or more employees increased 
between 18 to 20%.  Berg noted there is 
a change in coverage which allows for 
domestic partners to be covered under 
the City plan.  The Council felt they would 
not allow this at this time as none of the 
employees who qualify have asked to be 
covered under this provision.  Gillespie 
moved and Bell seconded to have the 
City cover the increase of each plan of the 
City’s portion. Upon roll call vote, all voted 
aye. M/C.  
 
City Attorney: Nothing to report. 
 
Unfinished Business:  None. 
 
Committee Reports:   Sales Tax:  Berg 
reported that sales tax revenue was up 
$16,985.57 year-to-date, a 16.03% 
increase. She provided fund balances for 
economic development $417,092.98, 
capital improvement $510,713.75, and 
interest $72.70, totaling $927,879.43. 
Seim moved and Bell seconded to 
approve the sales tax report into record.  
Upon roll call vote, all voted aye. Berg 
mentioned Thompson and herself were 
reviewing interest earned on the sales tax 
funds which are currently in checking 
earning .05% and possibly moving the 
funds into a money market account or into 
CDs.  They will present information at 
next month’s meeting.    
  PR Airport: Berg reported closeout 
paperwork for two projects are in the 
works.     
  Bike Path:  Bell stated the tree ID signs 
have been ordered for the bike path. An 
Arbor Day Walk is scheduled for June 7, 
which would include a tree planting and 
speakers. A bench for the West Path is 
still in the works. 
  PR Community Club: The Gala was held 
on March 1st and almost 100 people 
attended.  The Family Dance is this 
weekend with 140 people signed up to 
attend. The Spring Event will be held on 
Saturday, April 15th at the Lyric Theatre.  
Donations are being sought to purchase 
bikes and other prizes. The first Farmers 
Market will be held the Thursday after the 
July 4th weekend. The Bike Across 
America event will be August 7th and 8th 
in Park River. July 4th festivities being 

planned are a street dance featuring 32 
Below, bouncy houses, rib cookoff, 
balloon animals, music in the park along 
with other events.  A cornhole tournament 
has not been ruled out. 
  PR Eco Dev Corp:  Allison Olimb 
mentioned they are still moving forward 
with the construction of two new homes in 
North Star Addition along with the 
Mayoral Park plans and development.  
Eugene Bossert left at 6:01 pm.  
  PR Housing Authority: It was noted that 
the Park River Housing Authority 
committee could possibly be removed 
from the agenda in the future. Fietek 
asked if the remaining funds and 
documents had been turned over to the 
City. Berg responded no funds or 
documents had been brought to the City 
office.  
  PR Park District:    Ashley Seim reported 
on a successful fishing derby at Homme 
Dam, with 82 children taking part in the 
event. Their next meeting is scheduled for 
Monday, March 17th at 5:30 pm. 
  PR Public Library: Berg reported she 
and Public Library President Geri 
Beckman had reviewed the library’s 
financials. The library is looking for 
fundraising ideas and ways to increase 
community awareness of their services.  
Wards: Seim reported a complaint about 
lawnmowers lined up along Maple St and 
questioned its zoning status. Bell reported 
there was also a complaint about semi-
trucks using side streets, potentially 
damaging newly paved roads. It was 
decided to refer the truck route, load 
limits, weight restrictions and semis on 
side streets issues to the Streets and 
Utilities Committee.  
Committees with nothing to report: 
Buildings & Grounds, Employee 
Relations, and Strategic Planning. 
 
New Business:  Seim introduced and 
moved and Skjerven seconded the 
following Resolution: 
              WHEREAS, the City of Park River 
is a member of the Northern Municipal 
Power Agency (NMPA) for the purpose of 
purchasing power to meet electricity 
needs for the City of Park River.   
              NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 
HEREBY RESOLVED, that Dennis 
Larson is hereby appointed to represent 
the City of Park River on the Board of 
Directors of NMPA through April 30, 2026. 
Upon roll call vote, all voted aye. M/C.  
Kubat introduced and moved and Bell 
seconded the following Resolution: 
              WHEREAS, the City of Park River 

is a member of the Northern Municipal 
Power Agency (NMPA) for the purpose of 
purchasing power to meet electricity 
needs for the City of Park River.   
              NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 
HEREBY RESOLVED, that Dee Jay 
Johnson is hereby appointed to represent 
the City of Park River on the Advisory 
Council of NMPA through April 30, 2026. 
Upon roll call vote, all voted aye. M/C. 
 
With Dan Stenvold stepping down as 
Mayor, an alternate spot opened on 
NDAMPS. Seim moved and Bell 
seconded to appoint Dennis Larson as 
the representative to the North Dakota 
Association of Municipal Power Systems 
(NDAMPS.) Upon roll call vote, all voted 
aye. M/C.           
Bell moved and Kubat seconded to 
appoint Dee Jay Johnson as the alternate 
to the North Dakota Association of 
Municipal Power Systems (NDAMPS.) 
Upon roll call vote, all voted aye. M/C.    
   
Dennis Larson provided an update on 
NMPA matters: HDR Engineering was 
exploring grant opportunities, including a 
BRICK grant and a North Dakota 
Transportation Authority grant. An 
application from Star Energy was 
expected for setting up an interconnect 
policy for large solar generators and wind 
turbines. MINNKOTA contract 
negotiations were ongoing. An 8.3% 
electrical rate increase will be going into 
effect in April. Local rates are being 
looked at an information will be provided 
at next month’s meeting. Upcoming 
meetings were announced: Regular 
NMPA meeting on March 26, MINNKOTA 
annual meeting on April 3-4, and NMPA 
annual meeting on May 20-21. 
 
Berg reported Barb Ferguson will be 
covering the office next Wednesday and 
Thursday while staff is attending the 
NDLC spring conference. 
 
Being no further business, Seim moved to 
adjourn at 6:15 pm. 
 
 
ATTEST:  
_____________________________ 
Ann Berg, Assessor/Deputy Auditor 
Kyle Halvorson, Acting Mayor 
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The Light the Night 
Family Dance was a 
new twist on the 
annual Father/
Daughter Dance, 
opening the event 
to the entire family. 
Held on Saturday, 
March 15, from 4-6 
p.m., at the Park 
River Area Ele-
mentary Gym, the 
dance welcomed 
140 preregistered 
guests and was or-
ganized by the Park 
River FCCLA and 
the Park River Com-
munity Club. Fami-
lies were encour-
aged to go all out to 
compete for the title 
of Most Fluorescent 
Family. Left: DJ Lo-
gan Wieler kept the 
music pumping.
Middle: Averleigh 
Miller gets her face 
painted by Emma 
Almen, adding to 
the festivities. Right: 
The Flaten Fami-
ly—Molly Flaten, 
daughters McKen-
na and Maris, and 
dad Myles Flaten—
stood out in their 
bright, colorful at-
tire, embracing the 
event’s theme.

Glow Crazy! Families Light Up the Night

Support local, advertise local. 
Call the Walsh County Press at 701-284-6333  
or email us at walshcountypress@gmail.com


