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PARK RIVER, N.D. — In March, 
three elementary classrooms at Park 
River Area School were awarded 

more than $16,000 in grant funding 
through the Just Right Reader grant, 

By Rachel Klose  
Administrative Assistant,  
Walsh County Extension 

WALSH COUNTY, N.D. — On 
Sunday, March 23, Walsh County 4-
H hosted the awards banquet for the 
2023-2024 year. This annual event 
celebrates 4-H youth for all their ac-

complishments through the past year. 
The Walsh County 4-H Council se-
lects award winners for various hon-
ors and camp scholarships.  

This year, the banquet was held in 
Adams, N.D., and hosted by the 
Hayshakers 4-H club. Mikayla Fin-
garson, a former member of the 

Spirit 4-H club, was invited to speak 
during the banquet to encourage 
youth about the skills they are de-
veloping through 4-H. 

The hosts this year were the two 
Outstanding 4-H'ers, Hannah Myrdal 
and Andrew Zikmund. This award is 
reserved for older 4-Hers who have 

excelled in multiple areas throughout 
their 4-H career. Similarly, there is an 
Outstanding Club award each 4-H 
club can apply for. Clubs must have 
good attendance at meetings, be  
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PARK RIVER, N.D. — The re-
gion was blasted with a wintry mix 
this April Fool’s Day. Before the 
weather in Walsh County took another 
turn away from spring, the Park Riv-
er Area Elementary School sixth-
grade class had a visit from one of the 
hardworking heroes of the highway 
— the newly dubbed snowplow 
Plower Ranger. 

Last December, sixth-grade teacher 
Nona Hove announced to her class 
that one of their own had been selected 
as a winner in the 2024 North Dako-
ta Department of Transportation 
Name-A-Plow contest. Ben Olson 
was speechless when he got the 
news — the creative submission had 
stood out among hundreds of entries, 
earning a spot as one of the winners 
in the statewide contest. 

Representatives from the ND-
DOT explained that more than 500 
submissions were sent in to name new 
snowplows in each district. 

“Our annual Name-A-Plow con-
test ran from Nov. 1 – Dec. 7,” ex-
plained Jordyn Schaefbauer, public in-
formation specialist with NDDOT. 
“North Dakota citizens submitted 
more than 500 snowplow name ideas 
that were considered in the contest. 
Names were narrowed down by the 
district for which the names were sub-
mitted, and winners were chosen by 
NDDOT employee vote.” 

Winners of the 2024 Name-A-
Plow contest: 

Bismarck District: Snow Force 
One 

Devils Lake District: Optimus 
Brine 

Dickinson District: Mr. Snow-
jangles 

Fargo District: Clearapathra 
Grand Forks District: Plower 

Ranger 
Minot District: Iron Bladen 
Valley City District: Sled Zeppe-

lin 
Williston District: Catch My Drift 
Each winner has the opportunity 

to meet the operator of their named 
snowplow, and the name is perma-
nently displayed on the truck. Jared 
Carlson, the operator of Plower 
Ranger, said they had the truck at the 
Adams, N.D., DOT Maintenance 
Building since January, but this was 
the first chance for students to see it 
up close. 

The students celebrated by strik-
ing their best Power Ranger poses, and 
Ben even got to climb behind the 
wheel. 

Plower Ranger wasn’t just a hit lo-
cally. Schaefbauer explained that the 
NDDOT also hosts Battle of the 
Blades, a bracket-style competition 
featuring named trucks from South 

Go, Go, Plower Ranger 
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If I have a thousand ideas 
and only one turns out to 

be good, I am satisfied. 
 

Alfred Nobel 
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Top: Park River Area sixth grade was successful in creating a winning submission for the North Dakota Department of Transportation Name-A-Plow contest. Ben Olson got up close and personal with Plower Ranger on April 1. Bot-
tom Left: Check this out! Plower Ranger — a reference to the popular television program characters, the Power Rangers — is displayed on the truck. Bottom Right: Front (L to R) Laila Marek, Gloriana Greywater, Amaryllis Hulm, Sa-
vannah Lynnes, Ashley Bina, Keegan Schatz, Evanna Pregunta, Middle: Dominic Beneda, Gage Thiel, Camden Daley, Monica Bina, Kolbe Shirek, Carleigh Peschong, Maizee Kubat, Londyn Bork, Tymofii Popov, Back: Liam Flora, 
Matvii Popov, Vlad Corbu, Grandyn Twamley, Easton Heigaard, Jack Hajicek, Ryder Carlson, Aeyla Skorheim, Driver Seat: Ben Olson.

Park River Area  
students celebrate 
Name-A-Plow win

Walsh County 4-H Awards Banquet held in Adams PRA gains grant to 
support early literacy
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