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By LeRae Hartz 
Kindergarten 

March is National Reading 
Month, a time to celebrate the joy of 
reading and encourage literacy for 
all ages. Mrs. Hartz’s Kindergarten 
class enjoyed celebrating by having 
a “Mystery Reader” come into the 
classroom. Parents, siblings, grand-

parents, staff, or anyone in the com-
munity were invited to read in our 
classroom. When my students see 
their parents or other familiar faces 
step into the classroom, the ex-
pression on their faces is priceless! 
Mystery Reader can also help build 
a strong classroom community, 
strengthens parent-teacher rela-
tionships, and engages students. 

Mystery Reader in Kindergarten

By Albert Irvine 
High School Principal 

Its a hectic time of year. The 
snow has melted, and winter is 
quickly coming to a close. Spring 
is showing up and everyone is find-
ing ways to spend more time out-
side in the fresh air. Winter sports 
are coming to an end and spring 
sports are starting to come into full 
swing. There is so much to do and 
little time to do it in.   

This last week the state compe-
tition for our esports team was 
completed. Our players have been 
working hard every day to earn 
their way to the competition. A 
change to the program came this 
year as Park River co-opted with 
us in Fordville and the program 
subsequently grew. The Park River 
students have been coming to 
Fordville to practice after school 
every day all season. Together they 
have built quite the team.   

Our students have grown so 
much since the last year, and it has 
been a joy to see. For chess this 
year we had three students, Darrin 
LaMont, Andrew Zikmund, and 
Eric Rehovsky, all made it to the 
state competition this year. Even 
better, two of them were able to 
make it to the quarter finals for the 
competition. The work our chess 
players have put in during the year 
has really paid off for them. I’m re-
ally excited to see where they find 

themselves next year.   
Our very own Gavin LaMont 

made it to competition in Smash 
Bros again this year. The competi-
tion in this game is always pretty 
steep. Many students are very tal-
ented and spend time practicing 
and as a result anyone who finds 
themselves at this competition are 
very skilled. Gavin played hard 
through the competition and also 
found his way to the quarter finals.   

Finally, we saw Andrew and 
Serhii Popov play Fortnite. The 
timing for this competition was un-
fortunate as it was scheduled so 
close to prom. As a result, Andrew 
had to leave early from the com-

petition. Serhii kept playing on and 
their team found the way to win-
ning third place in state.   

This year we have seen a great 
amount of improvement in our es-
ports team. Watching the changes 
from last year to this year has been 
astounding.  

Mr. Schmuck and our players 
have put in so much work this sea-
son to improve. I am thankful for 
him and the students who worked 
hard everyday this season.   

Above: The Esports team from left to 
right: Andrew Zikmund, Gavin LaM-
ont, Serhii Popov, Darrin LaMont, 
and Eric Rehovsky. Right: Serhii 
Popov with his third place Medal.

FLPR esports season comes to a close at state 

By Adam Kurtz 
UND Today 

“Let’s hear it for Minot!” shouted 
Collin Hanson, as a group of ma-
roon- and gold-garbed high school 
students made its way across a stage 
set up in the Memorial Union Ball-
room on March 28. 

Hanson, a senior community de-
velopment planner with the city of 
Grand Forks, was working on Fri-
day as co-emcee of the 2025 Fen-
works North Dakota Esports State 
Tournament. 

Given that there were more than 
140 high school esports teams in at-
tendance at the UND-hosted tour-
nament, Hanson (with co-emcee 
Blue Weber) had a lot of introduc-
tory shout-outs to give as each team 
made its way across the stage. 

The tournament is in its fourth 
year overall and second year of be-
ing hosted at UND. It brings to-
gether high school teams from each 
corner of the state to compete in 
games such as VALORANT, 
Rocket League, Mario Kart 8 and 
more. 

Teams also competed in chess, 
complete with knee-high pieces 
arranged on an oversized board on 
the ground. 

Kaleb Dschaak, chief executive 
officer of Fenworks and a former 
UND student body vice president, 
said he felt the energy of the event, 

and that he was pleased to give stu-
dents the chance to compete. 

“We are so excited to see hun-
dreds of North Dakota students gath-
ered together participating in an 
event that matters to them, that 
makes them feel like they belong, 
and that lets their family and their 
community cheer them on,” he said. 

Dschaak said the tournament has 
grown each year it has been held 
because students recognize the im-
pact it has on them — an impact 
that extends well beyond the act of 
playing video games together. 

He said esports prepares students 
for different science, technology, en-
gineering and mathematics careers 
by teaching critical social skills such 
as teamwork, leadership and com-
munication. 

On the technical side, many stu-
dents who enjoy competitive gam-
ing are interested in the hardware 
they use, he said. This encourages 
them to learn more about technology 
as they seek a competitive advantage 
over their peers. 

Then, there is the thrill of com-
petition and the sportsmanship that 
comes with it. 

“Just like any traditional sport, 
they’re ready to leave it all on the 
arena floor; they are ready to give it 
their all,” he said. “There’s so much 
positivity because this group of stu-
dents, they all have this shared iden-

tity, so the sportsmanship is also just 
tremendous.” 

Jacob Thomas, an esports coach 
and language arts teacher from 
Minot High School, said showing 
students videos of last year’s tour-
nament helped recruiting for his 
team. And on the topic of recruit-
ment, he said many students were 
excited to speak to University re-
cruiters present at the event. 

Like Dschaak, he agreed that es-
ports helps prepare students for 
STEM careers, as the students on his 
team build their own gaming rigs, 
thanks to local businesses who pro-
vide some grant funding. 

It’s also a lot of fun, he said, to see 
them represent their school. 

“To get them to be part of the 
group and help out the school has 
been really awesome,” he said. 

After gathering on the social 
stairs (and filling the space in so do-
ing), teams filed up to the Ballroom 
to be introduced before a crowd of 
coaches, parents and friends. 

Then, the games began. 
The teams made their way to dif-

ferent locations in the Ballroom, 
with each location hosting a differ-
ent game. Teams also made use of 
the UND Varsity Esports facility, lo-
cated in the lower level of Swanson 
Hall. 

And while the tournament was 
about competition and teamwork, it 

was also about meeting new people. 
Grand Forks Central student 

Caleb Machart said this tournament 
was his first and that it is great to 
make new friends. 

“I’ve been playing video games 
my entire life, and I’d like to see 
more people who play them,” he 
said. 

The 2025 Fenworks North 
Dakota Esports State Tournament 
concluded on Saturday, March 29. 
The following is a partial list of high 
schools that brought home champi-
onship status after the tournament. In 
the upcoming days, a complete list 
will be posted on the Fenworks web-
site. 

First-place winners, listed by 
event, high school and team name, 
include: 

Chess, New Town Eagles. 
Fortnite, Williston FN Coyotes 

Orange. 
Rocket League, Mandan Braves 

RL (varsity). 
League of Legends, West Fargo 

United League of Hippos. 
Mario Kart, Dunseith Drift Dy-

namos. 
Super Smash Brothers Ultimate, 

Minot Cloroxwipe and Minot 
Smash. 

VALORANT, Minot MHS Magi 
Valorant. 

Minecraft, West Fargo United 
WF United Varsity Minecraft.

UND hosts North Dakota’s top 
gamers at state Esports tournament
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Fordville-Lankin School (Fordville) 
* Milk, bread, salad/veg. tray served daily. 
April 10th – 16th   
Thurs: B: Fried Eggs, toast L: Chili, Bread 
Sticks, cheese slices, Crackers        
Fri: B: Pancakes L: Tomato Soup, grilled cheese  
Mon: B: Cereal, donuts L: BBQ Pork on a bun, 
French fries, coleslaw 
Tues: B: Breakfast Burritos L: Hot Dogs, pota-
to salad, baked beans, chips  
Wed: B: Grilled Cheese L: Teriyaki chicken, chick-
en flavored rice, egg rolls  
 
Minto Public School 
April 10th – 16th   
Thurs: B: Cheese Omelet, hash brown patty L: 
Chicken Bacon Ranch Wrap      
Fri: B: Donuts, string cheese L: Meatless 
Spaghetti, cheesy breadsticks  
Mon: B: Fried egg patty, ham, toast L: Grilled 
chicken breast sandwich, steak fries  
Tues: B: Cinnamon rolls, bacon L: Pork Carni-
tas, Spanish rice  
Wed: B: Muffins, yogurt L: Pizza, strawberry cake  
 
Park River Area School 
* Bread, sun butter, jelly, fruit, salad bar and 
milk served daily. 

April 10th – 16th   
Thurs: B: Cereal, toast L: Spaghetti & Meatballs       
Fri: B: Long Johns & Egg Pattie L: Pizza Crunch-
ers, California Blend  
Mon: B: Breakfast Pizza L: Corndogs, baked 
beans  
Tues: B: Cook’s Choice L: Tacos 
Wed: B: Muffins & Yogurt L: Sack lunch day 
 
Valley-Edinburg Elementary (Hoople) 
* Salad bar, fruit, milk served at each meal 
April 10th – 16th   
Thurs: L: Turkey, baked potato      
Fri: L: Fish Sticks, hash brown patties 
Mon: L: Hamburgers, French Fries 
Tues: L: Taco in a bag  
Wed: L: Ham and turkey subs, tater tots  
 
Valley-Edinburg Intermediate (Crystal) 
* Salad bar, fruit, milk served at each meal 
April 10th – 16th   
Thurs: L: Hot ham and cheese, baked beans       
Fri: L: French toast sticks, scrambled eggs 
Mon: L: BBQ’s, baked beans  
Tues: L: Taco in a bag 
Wed: L: Chicken drumsticks, baked potatoes 
 
Valley-Edinburg Secondary (Edinburg) 
* Salad bar, fruit, milk served at each meal 
April 10th – 16th   
Thurs: L: Hot turkey, mashed potatoes      
Fri: L: Fish burgers, macaroni salad 
Mon: L: Pulled pork sandwich, coleslaw, baked 
beans 
Tues: L: Chicken enchiladas, black beans  
Wed: L: Ham & Potato soup, ham sandwich

Park River Area High School 3rd Quarter honor roll
A Honor Roll 
12th Grade 
Emma Almen 
Madison Bernhoft 
Nevin Daley 
Cutter Gillespie 
Kenzie Jacobson 
Gavin Jones 
Rhett Lindell 
Serhii Popov 
Emma Porter 
Addysen Puente 
Ian Rutherford 
Tanner Schramm 
Aubrey Sveen 
Andrew Zikmund 
11th Grade 
Trace Anderson 
Quintin Bourbanis-

Carter 
McKenna Cole 
Maxim Corbu 
Drake Gire 
Kenley Goll 
Allison Gudmundson 
Sawyer Herfindahl 
Brynn Johnson 
James Larson 
Tucker Omdahl 
Isaac Porter 

Caleb Rutherford 
Brennan Schramm 
Bailee Seim 
Luke Shirek 
Nora Wharam 
10th Grade 
Jack Almen 
Samantha Anderson 
Lauren Bell 
Toren Beneda 
Emma Hove 
Clara Kjelland 
Kayden Lien 
Luke Novak 
Eric Rehovsky 
9th Grade 
Eli Beneda 
Wyatt Carlson 
Kaiden Hajicek 
Madison Houser 
Maddux Jorgensen 
Jaxon Omdahl 
Henry Sveen 
Simon Zikmund 
8th Grade 
Trey Almen 
Mackenzie Andereson 
Luke Beneda 
Jack Bina 
Viktoriia Brezhnieva 

Adley Gudmundson 
Jayce Johnson 
Kaleb Jurgens 
Alexis Miller 
Leigha Mlcoch 
Logan Rutherford 
Piper Schanilec 
Christopher Schmitz 
Vance Sherlock 
Gabriel Shirek 
Logan Slinger 
Lauren Solseng 
Kaden Stabo 
Kinley Sveen 
Baylee Svir 
7th Grade 
Hailey Bata 
Cody Gillespie 
Macyn Goll 
Reagan Helt 
Karl Heinz Hoepfner 
Ethan Justin 
Soren Kjelland 
Phillip Martin 
Wynston Martin 
Liam Miller 
Sia Patal 
Emmlee Pic 
Lawson Sobolik 
 

B Honor Roll 
12th Grade 
Jameson Erovick 
Erin Gullickson 
Jaden Rasmussen 
Alexis Restemayer 
Aidan Rost 
Troy Wessman 
11th Grade 
Jaxton Hell 
Sebastian Jelinek 
Tyler Johnson 
Jessica Line 
Sawyer Miller 
Jace Rosinski 
Jacob Solseng 
10th Grade 
Morgan Dietrich 
Luis Gonzalez 
Emmalyn Johnson 
Chloe Kadlec 
Brody Rybakowski 
Callahan Spoonland 
Avery Stromberg 
Thea Thompson 
9th Grade 
Lief Aune 
Connor Bernhoft 
Marshall Bourbanis-

Carter 

Evan Dahl 
Colton Gravelin 
Wyatt Landsem 
Haylee Pickar 
Jennifer Pusul 
Benjamin Schatz 
Hudson Sobolik 
8th Grade 
Lily Askim 
Ruben Barrera 
Hudson Bata 
Cale Bell 
Weston Dahlen 
Ben Gajewski-Ku-

laszewicz 
Kayden Schaf 
Carter Seim 
Garrett Thompson 
7th Grade 
Olivia Busha 
Camden Dickey 
Haakon Flaten 
Andromeda Gray 
Bentley Lopez 
Blaire Melland 
Gracie Mlcoch 
Jessen Omlie 
Diego Pusul

ROLL CALL 
 
Park River Native Recognized at UND School of Medicine 

GRAND FORKS, N.D. — Cody Boyle, a second-year med-
ical student at the University of North Dakota School of Medi-
cine & Health Sciences, was honored at the school’s 2025 
Sophomore Awards Ceremony held on Tuesday, January 14. 

Boyle received the Peer Teaching Award, presented on be-
half of the School and the North Dakota Medical Association. He 
was recognized for his outstanding contributions to the group’s 
database, facilitating group learning, skillful and accurate pre-
sentations, and his willingness to assist classmates in under-
standing difficult concepts. 

Cody is the son of Tami McMillan of Park River and a grad-
uate of Park River High School. 

 
Students are listed as provided by the individual colleges. If you 
would like to see your student recognized for an honor they may 
have received, you may also submit a copy of the recognition 
to be listed here. Contact the Walsh County Press at walsh-
countypress@gmail.com

Dakota. Plower Ranger made it all the way to the 
Final Four against Truck Norris in the North Dako-
ta bracket before taking the win and going head-
to head against South Dakota’s Thaw Patrol. 

While the contest is all in good fun, it also serves 
a bigger purpose—raising awareness about win-
ter driving safety. 

“Don’t crowd the plow,” Schaefbauer said, 

stressing the importance of winter highway safe-
ty. “Our annual Name-A-Plow event has been a 
great way for us at NDDOT to remind people how 
important it is to be safe around snowplows AND 
how important it is to use the ND Roads app to 
‘Know before you go.’ We ask that the traveling 
public give our snowplows room as they do their 
job to clear the roads. We want everyone to get home 

safely to their families.” 
Now in its third year, the contest has become a 

fun tradition while reinforcing an important mes-
sage for North Dakota drivers. 

The Park River Area sixth graders are ready to 
celebrate their win—be sure to check out NDDOT’s 
social media for their enthusiastic 'Go, go, Plow-
er Ranger!' shoutout to the newest hero on the road.

PLOWER RANGER FROM PAGE 1
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