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Above: These John Deere tractors were busy hilling potatoes on Langerud land just east of Edinburg, N.D., on the north side of Highway 9 last week. Conditions have been dry. According to the USDA’s National Agricultural Statis-
tics Service, for the week ending May 25, topsoil moisture supplies were rated 2% very short, 13% short, 74% adequate, and 11% surplus, while subsoil moisture supplies were rated 3% very short, 18% short, 72% adequate, and 7%
surplus. Potato planting reached 69%, which is behind last year’s 77% but ahead of the five-year average of 64%. Emergence was at 17%, close to 19% last year and slightly above the 14% average.

A celebration of all
things Walsh County:
Step mside Museum
Alive on June 22

By Allison Olimb

of The Press

MINTO, N.D. — Where else can
you find live music, dinosaur bones,
wildlife displays, Native American ar-
tifacts— and a general store that still
sells penny candy? Mark your cal-
endars for June 22 — it’s time again
for the Walsh County Historical Mu-
seum’s Museum Alive celebration.

The museum, located at 323 Third
Street in Minto, N.D., hosts this tra-
dition typically every three years. Vol-
unteers, vendors, musical acts, and
more bring the museum grounds to
life while celebrating the history,
culture, and traditions of this region.

The museum grounds feature a va-
riety of buildings, including a one-
room schoolhouse, jailhouse, log
cabin, trading post, and cookhouse,
but the main showcase is the Minto
School, built in 1895, which has
been retrofitted to house a collection
of items connecting Walsh County.

ditionally its Memorial Day weekend
opening. With displays still being re-
assembled and final cleaning under-
way, she said the goal was to put their
best foot forward in time for this year’s
Museum Alive showcase.

Museum volunteers have been
making major moves in recent years
to ensure the longevity of the featured
displays.

Major water damage a few years
ago, caused by a leak that damaged
the building’s southwest end, spurred
extensive renovations in addition to
ongoing maintenance. The roofs of the
buildings on site have been replaced.

Many displays have been cleaned.
Some areas have been refreshed with
mural updates. There have been up-
dates to lighting and labels, and more
— with help from professionals as
well as local volunteers, including stu-
dents.

As part of the most recent refresh,
the animal mount display on the

First Care Health Center Auxiliary’s Rhubarb Fest:
Stitching together support for local healthcare

By Allison Olimb
of The Press

PARK RIVER, N.D. — On June
11, the First Care Health Center
Auxiliary will be hosting one of its
major fundraising events for the year
— the 2025 Rhubarb Fest.

The event will feature a free-will
donation luncheon from 11 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. at the Park River American
Legion with rhubarb-themed desserts,
abake sale, and gift items for purchase
— all to support the local rural
healthcare facility.

Among the most treasured items
for sale are hand-embroidered dish
towels, a tradition kept alive by long-
time Auxiliary volunteers like Diane
Schmitz.

The 100 percent cotton flour sack
dish towels go through a process of
being stamped, embroidered, washed,
and ironed. Members take time and
care with what some consider a dy-
ing art.

Diane said that she and her sisters
were taught to embroider at a young
age. Their mother taught them to em-
broider and crochet, and an aunt
taught them to knit.

Embroidery is a pastime they’ve
kept up with through the years.

“All my sisters still embroider,” she
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said.

While Diane may not attend reg-
ular Auxiliary meetings as much
anymore, embroidery is something
she’s continued. She has a small
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notebook where she has tracked the
towels she’s handled since 2009 —
whichever phase of the process need-
ed to be done. But it wasn’t until 2020
that she started tracking her North

Dakota towels.

The North Dakota pattern promi-
nently features the state flower, the
prairie rose. It’s one of the designs that
has become a popular gift item.

For each of the North Dakota tow-
els marked in her book, she said she
completed each step from start to fin-
ish. Just a few weeks ago, she marked
her 200th North Dakota dish towel.

She stitched a small note in an in-
side corner to mark the milestone:
“dms 200.” She has already sur-
passed that number, but it was a sweet
moment for her and her family — a
way to recognize the amount of
work that one person can do, one
stitch at a time, to support something
they care deeply about.

Each of those state towels sells for
$15 at the hospital gift case, Wayne’s
Variety, and Ye Olde Medicine Cen-
ter. The math adds up.

The FCHC Auxiliary has been
around longer than the Park River hos-
pital itself. The organization, found-
ed in May 1952, was in place before
the community broke ground on the
hospital that July. The dues are the
same as they have always been— $1.
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