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The merchants below are 
proud to announce:

Park River City Wide Rummage Sale  
 

Park River City Wide Rummage Sale will be on Saturday, June 
7. Check out the Park River Community Club Facebook Page 
for updates on the event. Call the city to get your rummage 

sale on the list - 701-284-6150.

Park River ~ 284-7244 
Adams ~ 944-2231 
Grafton ~ 352-3668 

Michigan ~ 259-2112 
Hoople ~ 894-6123 
Crystal ~ 657-2168

Jim’s SuperValu 

101 3rd St. W. Park River ~ 284-6433 
For all your dinner needs!

Park River 
301 County Road 12B 

284-7115

110 4th St. E 
Park River 

284-7221

 

Park River  
Implement 

284-6316

Walsh County 
Spotlight

P.O. Box 49 
Park River 
284-6333

North Dakota Outdoors 
ND Game and Fish Department 

Doug Leier Outreach Biologist 

North Dakota Outdoors In Numbers 
I was compelled to jot down some interesting numbers that pertain to 

North Dakota’s outdoors as Jeb Williams, Game and Fish Department di-
rector, recently addressed the joint Senate and House Legislative Natural 
Resource committees. 

Did you know the Game and Fish Department manages 439 fishable 
waters which make up 851,462 acres? For comparison sakes, North Dako-
ta is made up of 70,704 square miles. Land is 68,900 square miles, while 
water is 1,804 square miles; of those there are 1,330 square miles that are 
considered fishable. 

Fourteen million fish were stocked in those waters last year (second high-
est on record), including 37 community fishing ponds in urban areas pro-
viding more proximate fishing access to underserved anglers. 

Also, recent numbers showed that 142,272 residents and 55,379 non-
residents bought fishing licenses in 2024. 

In 2024, the state permitted 84 fishing tournaments, 41 of which were 
nonprofit. A total of 7,719 anglers participated and the tournaments paid 
$25,000 in conservation fees and $2.2 million in entry fees. 

In addition, access to North Dakota’s fisheries by boat is aided by 294 
boat ramps installed and maintained through various local partnerships. 

Among the many responsibilities of the department’s wildlife division, 
agency staff manages nearly 222,000 acres on 243 wildlife management 
areas. Of that, 103,761 acres are owned and 117,747 are leased. 

As a measure of hunting, the universally required general game license 
sales broke down to 100,832 residents and 49,567 nonresidents for 2024. 
The 2024 deer gun allocation was 50,100 and deer bow sales in 2024 broke 
down to 23,993 residents and 3,113 nonresidents. 

Looking at the deer hunting numbers; our youth deer broke a record 
in 2024 with 6,503 licenses issued at age 11 for antlerless deer and at age 
14 for any deer. 

Looking at the popular private land program for comparison’s sake: from 
1999-2001, the budget was $250,000 and now for 2023-25 is over $27 mil-
lion. This includes the important Private Land Open To Sportsmen pro-
gram, which featured 836,000 acres in 2024. Also within that included the 
Working Lands program at 506,568 acres; CRP Access at 204,815 acres; 
Habitat Plots at 61,729 acres; and the Wetland Reserve Program at 41,518 
acres. 

The wildlife division oversees the department's chronic wasting disease 
surveillance efforts and the effort to increase education and awareness of 
the disease. In 2009, the first positive test was found. Looking at the test-
ing from the last data shows that from 2000-22, more than 47,000 animals 
were tested and in 2023 more than 2,500 animals were tested. 

Did you know the department’s hunter education program has certified 
250,000 graduates, which figures to an average of about 5,000 per year. 

The enforcement division consists of 39 fulltime game wardens cov-
ering 70,698 square miles. North Dakota is the 19th largest state but the 
47th in terms of game wardens. For comparison, South Dakota has 87 con-
servation officers. 

These wardens in 2024 made 39,531 resident field checks and 13,626 
nonresident field checks. Also, 2,401 citations were issued, and 71 safe-
ty and assistance responses were logged with 131 landowner complaints 
taken. 

Find more numbers on the Game and Fish website gf.nd.gov
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STATEWIDE — The North 
Dakota Department of Environ-
mental Quality is actively monitor-
ing wildfires in Canada. Based on 
current weather patterns, residents 
across the state may experience 
wildfire smoke affecting air quali-
ty over the new few days. Environ-
mental Quality advises residents, es-
pecially those with respiratory con-
ditions, to consider limiting pro-
longed outdoor activities when 
smoky conditions exist at their lo-
cation. 

Environmental Quality closely 
monitors its air sampling network 
across the state, so the public is in-
formed and able to take any neces-
sary precautions. Residents are en-
couraged to use the AirNow.gov 
website and mobile app to access the 
current air quality conditions. 

Environmental Quality advises 
everyone to use common sense 
when wildfire smoke adversely im-
pacts air quality. What you should 
do depends on the air quality index 
and your personal health status. 
When air quality is in the “un-
healthy for sensitive groups” to 
“unhealthy” range, people who are 
in sensitive groups (including those 
with respiratory conditions, the eld-
erly and young children) may ex-
perience health effects during out-
door activities. To decrease the po-
tential for health issues, sensitive 

groups of people should limit pro-
longed or strenuous outdoor activ-
ity. People reacting to smoke to the 
extent that it affects breathing should 
seek immediate help from a medical 
provider. Please direct general 
health-related smoke questions to the 
Health and Human Services De-
partment of Operations at 866-207-
2880. 

If you see or smell smoke, ways 
to protect your health include: 

• Stay indoors with windows 
and doors closed. 

• Limit or avoid strenuous out-
door 

• Set air conditioners or vehicle 
vents to recirculate indoor air. 

What you should do depends on 
the air quality index and your per-
sonal health status. Due to the active 
wildfires and changing wind pat-
terns, air quality can be variable and 
unpredictable. Air quality may im-
prove at times or get worse very 
quickly. 

For up-to-date information on the 
region’s air quality, fires, and smoke 
plumes visit fire.airnow.gov which 
also provides respiratory protec-
tion tips during a smoke event. The 
AirNow mobile phone app, and 
many other weather apps, also in-
clude air quality information.

Department of 
Environmental Quality 
urges caution during 

smoky conditions

STATEWIDE — North Dakota residents who want to give fishing a try 
can fish for free June 7-8. 

That is the state’s free fishing weekend, when all residents 16 and older 
can fish any North Dakota water without a license. Residents 15 and younger 
do not need a fishing license at any time of year. 

The weekend provides a great opportunity to try fishing for the first time 
or take someone new. 

Information on regulations, where to fish and what equipment is need-
ed  is available on the North Dakota Game and Fish Department’s website 
at gf.nd.gov.

North Dakota free fishing 
weekend open June 7-8

Did you know the Game and Fish Department manages 
439 fishable waters which make up 851,462 acres?


