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Election day set for Park River Area School District

Staff Report

PARK RIVER, N.D. — Voters in the Park River Area School District
8 will head to the polls on Tuesday, June 10, to elect three new school board
members and weigh in on the future of school board meeting publications.

The election, held annually, will take place from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. in
the Commons Area (Door 12) at Park River Area School. One seat each
is up for election in the Adams, Park River City, and Park River Rural ar-
eas, with each term lasting three years.

On the ballot, Sydney Bata and Brandon Mathiason are vying for the

Adams seat, while Brad Brummond is running for the City position. Jacque-
line Zikmund and Louis A. Kadlec are seeking the Rural post.

In addition to board member elections, voters will also decide whether
or not to continue publishing the official minutes of school board meet-
ings.

Absentee ballot applications are available both online at
www.parkriverk12.com and at the Park River Area School Office. Com-
pleted ballots must be postmarked by June 9 to be counted.

Valley-Edinburg School Board Election set for June 10

Bina
selected to
attend 2025
Flickertail
Girls State

LANKIN, N.D. — The Lankin
Legion Auxiliary Unit#157 will be
sending Natalie Bina daughter of
Spencer and Rachel Bina to the

Staff Report

EDINBURG, N.D. — Voters in
the Valley-Edinburg School District
#118 will cast their ballots on Tues-
day, June 10, to fill two at-large seats
on the school board and to decide
whether board meeting minutes
should continue to be published in
the newspaper.

Polls will be open from 11 a.m.
to 7 p.m. at all three district school
locations: Hoople (2040 Myrtle
Avenue), Crystal (4013 Euclid Av-
enue), and Edinburg (600 6th Street
S).

The two seats up for election are
currently held by Thomas Fagerholt
and Natalie Cameron. Four candi-
dates have filed to run for the open

positions: Tyler Needham, Christo-
pher Evenson, Andrew Moquist, and
incumbent Natalie Cameron.

In addition to the board election,
voters will weigh in on the future
publication of school board meeting
minutes.

Absentee ballots are available by
request through Business Manager
April Sommer. Voters may call the

Crystal School at 701-657-2163 or
email April.Sommer@valley-edin-
burgkl2.com to receive an appli-
cation. Once completed and re-
turned, a ballot will be mailed to the
voter. Absentee ballots must be re-
turned or postmarked by Monday,
June 9, to be counted.

Free teen driving satety program now open for
registration — teens ages 14-18 encouraged to register

BISMARCK, N.D. — Vision Zero Driving
Skills for Success (DSFS), a free interactive pro-
gram aimed at improving teen driver safety, is
coming to Grand Forks and West Fargo this sum-
mer. The one-day event offers young drivers
hands-on experience designed to build confidence

and promote safe driving habits.

Teens ages 14 to 18 with a valid driver’s per-
mit or license are encouraged to register for one

of the upcoming sessions:

» Wednesday, July 9 at the Alerus Center in

Grand Forks

* Thursday, August 7 at the Veterans Memo-

rial Arena in West Fargo

Each event offers two time slots: 9 a.m.—12

p.m. or 1-4 p.m.

course

a seat belt

Driving Skills for Success participants can also
choose to take the Alive at 25 defensive driving
course, which focuses on reducing crash risks for
young drivers. This four-hour class is available
from 8 a.m.—12 p.m. or 1-5 p.m. and is limited
to the first 30 registrants per session.

In North Dakota, teen drivers make up only

DSFS features engaging, hands-on traffic safe-
ty activities, including:
* Driving through a challenging obstacle

* Practicing parallel parking
* Experiencing simulators that demonstrate the
dangers of impaired and distracted driving

* Learning the importance of always wearing

6% of licensed drivers but were involved in near-

ly 20% of all crashes in 2023. They also ac-

counted for 6% of fatal crashes. Programs like
DSFS play a critical role in reaching Vision Zero’s
goal: eliminating fatalities and serious injuries on
North Dakota roads.

Register now at VisionZero.ND.gov. A con-
firmation email will be sent by the North Dako-
ta Department of Transportation prior to the event.

Parents are strongly encouraged to attend Driv-
ing Skills for Success alongside their teen.
However, the Alive at 25 classroom course is in-
tended for teen participants only.

second level was taken apart. Many
of the animal mounts in that room
were donated by the Jim Mosolf fam-
ily of Park River.

Brazil was in the process of re-
moving animal mounts that were in
disrepair and returning the cleaned
ones to the case, with fresh bedding
being applied to the floor.

The displays featuring the animals
and habitats of the county are only one
piece of the overall showcase that rep-
resents Walsh County.

The Main Street features will
come to life as the general store of-
fers penny candy, the saloon features
a bartender slinging “near beer” for
a nickel, and the ice cream parlor
serves traditional vanilla ice cream for
a nickel. The pharmacy will have a
volunteer on hand to answer questions
about the items on display.

Each of the storefronts gives vis-
itors a glance at what times were like,
with items unique to those tradition-
al locations—a photography studio,
a church, a post office, salon, dental
office, and doctor’s office—all pro-
viding a look into the past and small-
er windows into even more.

Museum Alive offers families the
chance to casually explore the grounds
while also taking in the activities sur-
rounding the day.

One of those Main Street windows
features a dress a woman bought to
wear when marrying her love after
coming across the country to live in
Walsh County. Sadly, the dress was
never worn, as her fiancé died prior
to her arrival.

On the second level, there are even
more displays of clothing from a range
of purposes and eras. One of the re-
cently installed displays is on a three-
year rotation and highlights a Walsh
County tradition with Park River
roots: the North Dakota Potato Queen
Pageant. The history of the event is
presented with a cape made by Veta
Myrdal, a sash worn by Kelly Swartz
Fernandez, and a dress worn by
Kate Keating Peterson.

This endcap only highlights a
fraction of the research that went into
curating this selection, with hours of
effort by Laurie Jensen, Tammy Er-
ickson, and Jason Brazil.

Brazil said there really is some-
thing for every interest.

Some gravitate toward the military
displays, some are fascinated by the
fossils, and others find themselves
pausing in the garage filled with a va-
riety of vehicles—including one of the
electric car prototypes made in the
1980s. Only four were made, and only
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Top Left: The Potato Queen Pageant was a time-honored tradition in Walsh County. Top
Right: Shannon Brazil showcases the Native American pieces they have on display. Bot-
tom. The shops in the museum’s “main street” will come to life during Museum Alive.

two have been located: this one and
another in Minneapolis.

It is impossible to see everything
in one visit.

The day will feature an antique
tractor ride in the morning, a car/bike
show that will be on display through-
out the day, and a parade featuring
Grand Marshal Wally Ebertowski at
1 pm.

Gates will be open from noon to
5 p.m. Admission is $10 for an adult,

$20 for a family. Children 14 and un-
der are free.

Booths include educational dis-
plays from NDSU Extension Office
of Walsh County, North Dakota
Game and Fish, old fashioned clothes
washing with Kim Tweten, and Rose-
maling with the Sons of Norway.

Vendors will include Drift Prairie
Farm with handmade crafts, The
Lemon Clay with crafts and jewelry,
Willow Dunn Ranch with soaps and

Photos: Allison Olimb

candles, and Barefaced Studio with
paintings.

Activities for children include
games put on by the local FCCLA or-
ganization and a tractor pedal pull.

In addition to the museum-planned
events, Minto Days events also will
take place in the days leading up to
the celebration. Make a plan to visit
Minto to get a taste of this unique ex-
perience celebrating every corner of
the county.

Minto Days - Thursday, June 19

5-7 p.m.—Main Street Cookout - Ham-
burgers, brats, hotdogs, and more. Freewill
offering to Walsh County Historical Museum.
Suggested donation: $10/adult, $5/youth

Minto Days - Friday, June 20

5 p.m. - PNA Golf Tournament check-in
(Fair Oaks GC, Grafton)

5:30 p.m. - Comhole Toumament regis-
tration

9p.m.-12am.-Band on Harvey Ave.
(Whiskey Wheeler)

Minto Days - Saturday, June 21

8 a.m. —Minto Days 5K registration

9am.—5K race start

10a.m.-2 p.m.—Craft show (Minto City
Park)

Kids Fun Day - 10:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.
—Minto City Park (Games, bounce houses,
face painting, more)

2-4 p.m.—Kids street dance on Harvey

Ave.

Kids DJ: Big Hat Productions — Sam
Chisholm

7 p.m. = 12:30 a.m. — Street Dance -
Kenny and the Classics (7-9 p.m.) and 32
Below (9 p.m.-12:30a.m.)

Fireworks at 10 p.m. or sunset

Museum Alive - Sunday, June 22

10:30 a.m. —Jim Gudajtes Memorial An-
tique Ride (starts at Gudajtes Farm)

10a.m.—4 p.m.—Car show (registration

9am.)

Noon - 5 p.m. — Museum Gates open

1 p.m. — Parade: Grand Marshal Wally
Ebertowski

After Parade - Polish food, concessions,
kids games

Minto FCCLA kids games (2:30 p.m.)

Kenny and the Classics (2-5 p.m.)

Polish National Alliance costume show
(3pm.)

Kids pedal tractor pull (registration at
3:30 p.m., pull at4 p.m.)

2025 Flickertail Girls State from
June 8-13, 2025 at the University of
North Dakota in Grand Forks. The
purpose of Girls State is to study and
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participate in government at the lo-
cal, county and state levels.

Stream thousands of
movies through the state
library with Kanopy

BISMARCK, ND — North Dakota residents have access to Kanopy,
an on-demand streaming video platform that offers a vast collection of crit-
ically-acclaimed films, award winning documentaries, TV series, educa-
tional content, classic cinema, and kid-friendly titles — available anytime,
anywhere with a library card from the North Dakota State Library or your
local public library. New content is regularly being added. The State Li-
brary is pleased to provide access to this content through June 30, 2026.

State Librarian Mary Soucie says, “We are delighted to continue offering
Kanopy to North Dakotans in partnership with North Dakota public libraries,
providing free and easy access to a world-class collection of films and doc-
umentaries that inspire intellectual discovery, promote critical thinking,

and broaden the horizons for all our patrons.”

Cardholders can conveniently stream titles on their phones, tablets, smart
TVs, or computers/laptops without encountering ads or fees. To begin us-
ing this resource, visit https://ndsl.kanopy.com/, add your library card num-

ber, and create a free account.

Apply for a library card from the North Dakota State Library by fill-
ing out the online application at https://www.library.nd.gov/librarycard.

For more information, visit https:www.library.nd.gov or contact the State
Library at 701-328-4622 or statelib@nd.gov.

Quicken WillMaker & Trust software
(see WillMaker.com), Trust & Will
(TrustandWill.com) and Legal Zoom
(LegalZoom.com).

Get Help

If, however, you want or need as-
sistance or if you have a complicat-
ed financial situation, blended fami-
ly or have considerable assets, you
should hire an attorney. An experi-
enced lawyer can make sure you cov-
er all your bases — especially when
writing a will or living trust — which
can help avoid family confusion and
squabbles after you’re gone.

Costs will vary depending on
where you reside, but you can expect
to pay somewhere between $500
and $2,000 for a basic estate plan that
includes a will, power of attorney and

advance directive. If you want your
estate plan to include a living trust, that
can run anywhere between $1,500 and
$5,000.

The National Academy of Elder
Law Attorneys (NAELA.org) and the
National Association of Estate Plan-
ners and Councils (NAEPC.org) are
two good resources that have direc-
tories on their websites to help you
find someone in your area.

If money is tight, check with your
state’s bar association (see FindLe-
galHelp.org) to find low-cost legal
help in your area. Or call the Elder-
care Locater at 800-677-1116 for a re-
ferral.

Send your senior questions to: Savvy Senior,
P.O. Box 5443, Norman, OK 73070, or visit
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a contributor to the
NBC show and author of “The Savvy Senior” book.

hours.

cedarville.edu.

countypress @gmail.com

ROLL CALL

Local Students Named to UJ Spring Dean’s List
JAMESTOWN, N.D. — Avery Goll of Park River and Heather
Okeson of Adams have been named to the University of
Jamestown’s Spring 2025 Dean’s List. Students qualify by earn-
ing a GPA of 3.5 or higher while completing at least 12 credit

Founded in 1883, the University of Jamestown is a private,
Christian liberal arts institution offering undergraduate, gradu-
ate, and online programs. Learn more at UJ.edu.

Micah Setness Named to Cedarville Dean’s Honor List

CEDARVILLE, Ohio — Micah Setness of Park River has
been named to the Spring 2025 Dean’s Honor List at Cedarville
University. The honor requires a GPA of 3.75 or higher while
completing at least 12 credit hours.

Cedarville University is an evangelical Christian university in
southwest Ohio, offering undergraduate and graduate programs
in arts, sciences, and professional fields. Learn more at

Students are listed as provided by the individual colleges. If you
would like to see your student recognized for an honor they may
have received, you may also submit a copy of the recognition
to be listed here. Contact the Walsh County Press at walsh-
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Planning to Build in 2025?

Your 2025 building project starts here! Our team will
make Century Builders’ quality part of your next build.
Contact us today for a free estimate and exterior
building rendering.

Call Now: 701-371-6604

LENTURY BUILDERS

YOUR STEEL & POST FRAME PROFESSIONALS

info@centurybuildersnd.com | www.centurybuildersnd.com




