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City approves increase in pool passes

BY JAMES C. FALCON

james.falcon@willistonherald.
com

SIDNEY — Citing a
nationwide lifeguard
shortage, the Sidney
Svarre Municipal Pool
manager is hoping to
find lifeguards for this
summer.

Pool manager Tonya
Garsjo said she is hop-
ing to hire between 10
and 15 lifeguards this
summer.

“We're flexible and
work around their busy
summer schedules.
Kids are going to camps;
they're in baseball or
softball. Their schedules
are all over the place. I'd
like to have enough staff
to work around those.”

Schedule and staffing

The pool’s operations
require staff coverage
throughout the week.
Swim lessons are held
from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.,
open to public from
1-4 p.m. and night swim
from 5:30-8 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday. On
weekends, the pool is
open from 12-5 p.m.

There is also a Mommy
and Me session from
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. on
Saturday mornings, a
time for parents with
children who are four
years of age and young-
er “to just have the pool
to themselves with-
out the chaos of open
swim,” Garsjo said.

As of now, Garsjo has
received five lifeguard
applications and four
staff applications. She
hopes to have her roster
of lifeguards set by May
27, giving hires three
days to complete the
required online course-
work—"the book learn-
ing part of the class”—
before in-person train-
ing begins on May 30.

The in-person train-
ing, led by assistant
manager Samara Hofer,
runs through June 1
and includes First Aid,
CPR, and water rescue
techniques. The pool
pays for the training, “so
nobody that is hired by
(the pool) has to pay for
the training. We pay for
that,” Garsjo said.

Lifeguards must be
15 years old by June 1

to participate in train-
ing. While competitive
swimming is not re-
quired to be a lifeguard,
Garsjo noted that ap-
plicants must be able to
swim and tread water.

The target opening
for the pool is June 2,
with the season run-
ning until early August.
“Here in Sidney, our first
day of school is Aug. 13,
Garsjo noted. “I'm los-
ing kids left and right by
then.”

If not enough life-
guards are hired, Gars-
jo said the pool may
have to restrict access
to certain areas, such
as the water slides.
“A lot of times, if I'm
short-staffed, we don’t
open the water slides. It
would be limited pool
open as well, potential-
ly, or a combination of
both..

Lifeguard and staff ap-
plications can be picked
up at City Hall or at the
Sidney High School,
Garsjo said.

Pool pass increase

At its May 5 meeting,
the Sidney City Council
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Lifeguards are needed at the Sidney Svarre Municipal Pool, shown here in this 2024

file photo.

approved a modest in-
crease in pool pass pric-
es for the pool:

e Individual passes
will increase from $45 to
$50

e Individual with les-
sons: $55 to $60

o Family of four: $160
to $175

o Family with lessons:
$185 to $200

o 10-pack of vacation
passes: $350 to $360

City clerk Jessica
Chamberlin noted that
small annual pass in-

creases have been com-
mon in recent years.

“We have been doing
increases pretty close
to every year for the last
several years, which
is why it’s really up to
you if you'd like to see
one again this year or
not,” she told council
members.

After discussions with
Garsjo, a new pay scale
for lifeguards has been
drafted and will be re-
viewed by the budget
and finance commit-

tee. The proposed in-
crease in wages would
be an estimated $2,500
increase to the budget
in comparison to last
year’s lifeguard wages.
“It’s overall not a
whole lot to the bottom
line, but enough to in-
centivize lifeguards to
come or come back,”
Chamberlin said.
“We’'re fighting
against other employ-
ers who do and can
pay more,” Garsjo said.
“We're working on it.”

Childcare provider charged with child abuse

BY JAMES C. FALCON

james.falcon@willistonherald.
com

TIOGA — A child-
care provider has been
charged with child abuse
after an infant left in her
care suffered severe inju-
ries a month ago.

Rhonda Fuson, 52, was
arrested on Friday (May
2) and charged with
child abuse, a Class A fel-
ony, after she allegedly
“inflicted or allowed to
be inflicted bodily inju-
ry” on an infant, a com-
plaint filed in the North-
west District Judicial
Court on Thursday (May
1) stated.

The complaint elab-
orated that the injuries
“inflicted permanent
brain and/or neuro-
logical damage” on the
infant consistent with
shaking an infant. As a
result, it added, the in-
fant “is expected to have
permanent impacts on
his ability to smile, talk,
and/or eat/swallow in
addition to other neuro-
logical issues that may
develop.”

According to an affi-
davit for Fuson’s arrest,
the infant was dropped
off at Fuson’s residence
in Tioga on March 20 at
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around 8:15 a.m. The in-
fant, identified as John
Doe in the complaint
and affidavit, was “re-
sponsive and normal”
about an hour before.

At 11 a.m. that morn-
ing, Fuson sent Doe’s
mother a photograph of
the infant purportedly
sleeping, which Doe’s
mother found strange as
“he had not been able to
nap at the Fuson’s since
August of 2024.”

Fifteen minutes later,
Fuson called Doe’s
mother and reported
that her son was “limp”
and non-responsive,
the affidavit said. Doe’s
mother then arrived at
Fuson’s residence and
found him unresponsive.
The affidavit noted that
Fuson had called Doe’s
mother, but not 911.

Doe’s mother took him
to Tioga Medical Cen-
ter where staff “noted
bulging fontanels (‘soft
spots’ in a baby’s skull),
deviated right eye gaze,
and chronic/acute brain
bleeds” before Doe suf-
fered a seizure while in
the Emergency Room.
The infant was then in-
tubated and transport-
ed to Sanford Children’s
Hospital in Fargo, where
Bureau of Criminal
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Investigation Special
Agents were informed
by medical staff that
Doe had suffered bilat-
eral retinal hemorrhages
and bilateral subdural
hematomas.

A Dr. Burrell at San-
ford Children’s Hospital
noted that “the injuries
seen with Doe were con-
sistent with non-acci-
dental trauma, and that
there was significant
concern for permanent
impairment,” the affida-
vit said, adding that the
injuries were similar to
those caused by shaking
aninfant.

Missing memory card

During an interview
with law enforcement,
Fuson stated that Doe
was “alert and normal”
when he was dropped
off at her residence. He
ate, watched a movie,
and drank a bottle before
Fuson placed him in a
playpen for a nap.

At around 11 a.m., Doe
woke up after about 10-15
minutes in the playpen.
Fuson then carried Doe,
who “was supposedly
awake but sleepy,” into
the living room. She told
law enforcement that
Doe “was holding him-
self up with his arms.”
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However, when she went
to place him in the play
area in the living room,
Doe “just went limp,” the
affidavit said, noting that
Doe “was gurgling and
she thought he was hav-
ing a seizure.”

Fuson noted that call-
ing 911 was her standard
procedure, however “be-
cause Doe’s mother’s
number was already up
on her phone, she called
the mother instead,” the
affidavit said.

Initially, Fuson in-
formed law enforcement
that there were six chil-
dren in her care at the
time, she later admitted
that there were 11 chil-
dren in her care and that
she was the only adult
in the home while Doe
was there. On the day in
question, she said, Doe
“did not fall or have any
other accidents.”

During the course of
investigation, law en-
forcement learned that
Fuson had surveillance
cameras in the areas
Fuson said she interact-
ed with Doe. A camera
had been placed in a
position which provid-
ed closeup images of the
playpen “and the actions
of someone either plac-
ing a child into the play-

pen or removing a child
from the playpen.”

This particular cam-
era “had been removed
by Fuson and then put
back,” the affidavit said.
It was also missing its
SSD memory card.

North Dakota Bureau
of Criminal Investigation
Special Agent Charis-
sa Remus attempted to
play back video footage
for some of the camer-
as, the affidavit said, but
she received errors “indi-
cating either the need to
upgrade the application
or that there were no SSD
memory cards in some of
the cameras that would
have covered the areas.”

Fuson claimed that she
did not remove the mem-
ory cards and claimed to
not know if the camer-
as could record without
these cards.

On March 28, law en-
forcement followed up
with Sanford Children’s
Hospital regarding Doe.
The limpness, seizures,
and other symptoms
exhibited by Doe were
“consistent with the in-
tracranial bleeding, and
the symptoms would
have appeared short-
ly after Doe had sus-
tained the injuries,” Dr.
Burrell informed law

enforcement.

Burrell added that Doe
“would not have normal
neurological activity,” in-
cluding talking, smiling,
and eating, as a result of
the injuries sustained.

On Friday, Judge Chas
Neff Jr. set Fuson’s bond
at $75,000 along with the
condition that Fuson
have no contact with
John Doe “and no un-
supervised contact with
anyone under the age of
18

Fuson will appear be-
fore Neff for a prelimi-
nary hearing on May 28
at9a.m.
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